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George Orwell's "Animal Farm" is a profound allegory that explores the dynamics of power
and the resultant corruption that ensues when authority goes unchecked. Through the
portrayal of a group of farm animals who overthrow their human owner and attempt to
create an egalitarian society, Orwell illustrates how noble ideals can be undermined by the
very individuals who seek power. The narrative serves as a cautionary tale about the ways
in which power can corrupt and how those in positions of authority may manipulate
language, ideology, and fear to maintain control. This article delves into the various
dimensions of power corruption depicted in "Animal Farm," analyzing key characters,
events, and themes that underscore this critical message.

Historical Context and Allegorical Significance

To fully appreciate the corruption of power in "Animal Farm," it is essential to understand
the historical context in which Orwell wrote the novel. The events of the story mirror the
Russian Revolution of 1917 and the subsequent rise of Stalinism, illustrating how
revolutionary ideals can become distorted over time. The characters in the book represent
various historical figures and political factions, creating a rich tapestry of allegorical
meaning.

The Role of the Pigs

At the heart of the corruption of power in "Animal Farm" is the character of Napoleon, a
pig who emerges as the leader of the farm after the rebellion. The pigs, as the most
intelligent animals, quickly position themselves as the ruling class. Their initial promises
of equality and shared prosperity are soon overshadowed by their self-serving actions. Key
aspects of this dynamic include:



1. Manipulation of Language: The pigs frequently alter the commandments of Animalism
to justify their actions. For example, the original commandment "All animals are equal" is
eventually changed to "All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than
others." This manipulation highlights how those in power can twist language to obscure
the truth and legitimize their authority.

2. Exploitation of Fear: Napoleon employs fear as a means of control, using the threat of
Mr. Jones’s return to keep the other animals in line. The execution of dissenting animals
serves as a chilling reminder of the consequences of rebellion against the leadership. This
tactic reflects the way totalitarian regimes often utilize fear to suppress opposition and
maintain power.

3. Revision of History: The pigs engage in a systematic revision of the farm's history,
claiming that they have always been the rightful leaders. Squealer, another pig, serves as
the propaganda minister, constantly rewriting events to present the pigs in a favorable
light. This manipulation of history is a crucial element of power corruption, as it allows the
ruling class to maintain its narrative and suppress dissent.

Character Dynamics: Napoleon vs. Snowball

The conflict between Napoleon and Snowball exemplifies the struggle for power and the
consequent corruption that arises. Snowball, a pig who champions the principles of
Animalism and seeks to improve the farm, represents the idealistic vision of the revolution.
However, Napoleon, driven by ambition and greed, ultimately ousts Snowball from the
farm.

1. Use of Violence: Napoleon’s rise to power is marked by violence and betrayal. He
employs the dogs he has secretly raised to chase Snowball away, demonstrating that the
consolidation of power often requires the use of force. This act of betrayal underscores the
theme that those who seek power may resort to unethical means to achieve their ends.

2. Destruction of Ideals: With Snowball gone, the original ideals of the rebellion begin to
crumble. The principles of cooperation and equality are replaced by a hierarchy that
privileges the pigs. This transformation illustrates how power can erode the foundational
values of a movement, leading to a society that mirrors the oppression it sought to escape.

The Role of the Other Animals

While the pigs are the primary agents of power corruption, the other animals on the farm
also play a significant role in perpetuating this cycle. Their complicity in the pigs' actions
highlights the dangers of apathy and ignorance in the face of tyranny.

Blind Loyalty and Apathy

Many of the animals, particularly the sheep and Boxer the horse, display a blind loyalty to



the pigs. Their willingness to accept the pigs' decisions without question reflects a broader
commentary on how individuals can become complicit in their own oppression.

1. Boxer's Mantra: Boxer's unwavering belief in "I will work harder" and "Napoleon is
always right" symbolizes the dangers of blind loyalty. His tragic fate serves as a poignant
reminder that those who toil in the name of loyalty may ultimately be discarded when they
are no longer useful.

2. The Sheep's Chant: The sheep’s mindless repetition of slogans distracts from the pigs'
manipulation of the commandments. This behavior illustrates how mass ignorance can be
exploited by those in power, allowing for the perpetuation of corrupt practices.

3. Failure to Question Authority: The reluctance of the other animals to question the pigs'
decisions creates an environment where corruption can thrive. Their lack of critical
thinking and engagement with the political processes on the farm underscores the
importance of active citizenship in resisting tyranny.

The Gradual Erosion of Rights and Freedoms

As the pigs consolidate their power, the gradual erosion of rights and freedoms on the
farm becomes increasingly evident. What began as a rebellion against tyranny transforms
into a new form of oppression.

Changes to the Commandments

The original commandments of Animalism, designed to ensure equality, are systematically
altered to benefit the pigs. This alteration exemplifies how those in power can manipulate
laws and principles to maintain their dominance.

1. The Seven Commandments: Initially, the seven commandments promote equality and
solidarity among the animals. However, as the pigs gain power, these commandments are
changed to suit their needs, culminating in the infamous final commandment that justifies
the pigs’ actions.

2. The Role of Squealer: Squealer’s role in explaining the changes to the commandments
serves as an illustration of propaganda's power in maintaining control. He uses persuasive
language and fear tactics to convince the other animals that the pigs’ actions are in their
best interest.

Loss of Individual Rights

The animals gradually lose their individual rights and freedoms as the pigs impose stricter
controls. The most significant losses include:

1. The Right to Protest: Any form of dissent is met with immediate and violent



repercussions. The animals learn that questioning the pigs leads to severe punishment,
effectively silencing opposition.

2. The Right to Education: The pigs take control of education, ensuring that only they are
informed and capable of making decisions. This monopoly on knowledge prevents the
other animals from challenging the pigs' authority.

3. The Right to Live: The most extreme manifestation of power corruption is the violent
purging of dissenters. The pigs' decision to execute animals who oppose them reflects the
brutal lengths to which those in power will go to maintain control.

The Irony of the Revolution

The ultimate irony of "Animal Farm" lies in the fact that the animals, who sought to
overthrow their oppressive human master, find themselves in a situation that mirrors their
previous oppression. The novel concludes with the animals unable to distinguish between
the pigs and the humans, symbolizing the complete failure of the revolution.

1. The Final Scene: In the closing scene, the pigs and humans are seen together,
indicating that the line between oppressor and oppressed has blurred. This moment serves
as a powerful commentary on the cyclical nature of power and the ease with which ideals
can be corrupted.

2. Lessons Learned: Orwell’s message resonates beyond the confines of the narrative,
warning readers about the fragility of freedom and the importance of vigilance in the face
of authority. The story serves as a stark reminder that without accountability and critical
engagement, any revolution can devolve into tyranny.

Conclusion

"Animal Farm" remains a timeless exploration of the corruption of power, illustrating how
noble ideals can be subverted by those who seek authority for their own gain. Through the
characters and events of the story, Orwell highlights the dangers of blind loyalty, the
manipulation of language, and the erosion of individual rights. The novel invites readers to
reflect on the nature of power and the importance of vigilance in safeguarding freedom
and equality. As history continues to unfold, the lessons of "Animal Farm" remain relevant,
urging us to remain aware of the ways in which power can corrupt and the necessity of
holding those in authority accountable.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does George Orwell illustrate the theme of power



corruption in 'Animal Farm'?
Orwell illustrates the theme of power corruption through the gradual transformation of
the pigs, particularly Napoleon, who initially advocate for equality but ultimately exploit
the other animals for their own gain.

What role does propaganda play in the corruption of
power in 'Animal Farm'?
Propaganda, primarily through Squealer's speeches, is used to manipulate the truth and
control the narrative, allowing the pigs to maintain power and justify their increasingly
oppressive actions.

In what ways do the commandments of Animalism
change to reflect the corruption of power?
The commandments are altered to benefit the pigs, such as changing 'All animals are
equal' to 'All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others', showcasing
how the original ideals are corrupted.

How do the other animals respond to the corruption of
power on the farm?
Initially, the other animals are hopeful and support the pigs, but as the corruption
becomes evident, they are often too intimidated or indoctrinated to challenge the pigs'
authority, reflecting apathy and manipulation.

What does the character of Boxer symbolize in relation
to power corruption?
Boxer symbolizes the working class and their exploitation; his blind loyalty and strong
work ethic ultimately lead to his demise, illustrating how those in power can manipulate
and discard those who serve them.

How does Orwell use the character of Napoleon to
demonstrate the dangers of absolute power?
Napoleon's rise to power exemplifies the dangers of absolute authority as he becomes
increasingly tyrannical, using fear, violence, and betrayal to eliminate opposition and
consolidate his control.

What is the significance of the ending of 'Animal Farm'
in relation to power corruption?
The ending, where pigs and humans become indistinguishable, signifies the complete
betrayal of the revolution's ideals and reinforces the message that power corrupts and
absolute power corrupts absolutely.
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