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Arthur Miller’s play, "The Crucible," is a powerful portrayal of the Salem witch trials, a series of hearings
and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft in colonial Massachusetts. Act 4 of the play serves as a
climactic resolution, revealing the consequences of false accusations, the struggle for integrity, and the
moral dilemmas faced by the characters. This study guide will delve into the key themes, characters, and plot
points of Act 4, along with significant quotes and their implications.

Overview of Act 4

Act 4 occurs several months after the events of Act 3. The town of Salem is in disarray, with many citizens
imprisoned or executed on charges of witchcraft. The act takes place in a jail cell where John Proctor,
Elizabeth Proctor, and several other characters are confined. The atmosphere is one of despair and moral
conflict, as characters grapple with their decisions and face the consequences of their actions.

Key Plot Points

1. The Consequences of Accusations: By Act 4, the hysteria surrounding witchcraft has led to a significant
number of executions. The audience learns that many innocent people have been condemned, and the weight of
guilt hangs heavily over the town.

2. John Proctor’s Dilemma: Proctor faces a moral crisis when he is asked to sign a false confession to save his
life. This moment serves as a turning point, showcasing his internal struggle between self-preservation and
integrity.

3. The Role of Authority: The authority figures, including Danforth and Parris, are portrayed as more
concerned with maintaining their power and reputations than with justice. Their actions highlight the corrupting



influence of authority during the witch trials.

4. Elizabeth Proctor’s Strength: Elizabeth’s character shines in this act as she confronts her husband’s decision
and encourages him to do what he believes is right, reflecting the theme of personal integrity.

5. The Tragic Endings: The act culminates in a tragic resolution for several characters, illustrating the
devastating impact of fear and hysteria on the human spirit.

Character Analysis

John Proctor

John Proctor is a central character in "The Crucible." In Act 4, he is torn between the desire to live and his
principles. His internal conflict is encapsulated in his decision to either confess to a lie or face execution.
Proctor’s character development throughout the play reveals themes of guilt, redemption, and the pursuit of
truth.

- Key Quote: “I cannot mount the gibbet like a saint.” This line illustrates Proctor's reluctance to die a
martyr's death, reflecting his human vulnerabilities and his desire for redemption.

Elizabeth Proctor

Elizabeth Proctor represents moral strength and resilience. In Act 4, she supports John’s decision-making
process, encouraging him to choose integrity over life. Her character underscores the themes of loyalty and
forgiveness.

- Key Quote: “Whatever you will do, it is a good man does it.” Elizabeth’s unwavering belief in John's goodness
illustrates her strong moral compass and the theme of personal integrity.

Reverend John Hale

Reverend Hale undergoes a significant transformation throughout the play. Initially a staunch supporter of
the witch trials, by Act 4, he has become disillusioned and regrets his role in the executions. Hale's character
arc reflects the theme of redemption and the quest for truth.

- Key Quote: “I come to do the Devil’s work. I come to counsel Christians they should hang.” Hale’s admission
signifies his deep remorse and highlights the moral complexity of the trials.

Deputy Governor Danforth

Danforth embodies the rigid authority of the court. He prioritizes the court’s reputation over justice, leading
to tragic outcomes. His character represents the dangers of blind adherence to authority and the consequences
of pride.

- Key Quote: “We burn a hot fire here; it melts down all concealment.” This line reflects Danforth's belief in the
righteousness of the court, showcasing his arrogance and lack of empathy.



Themes in Act 4

Integrity and Reputation

The struggle for personal integrity is a central theme in Act 4. Characters are faced with the choice of
maintaining their reputation or standing up for the truth. Proctor’s ultimate decision to refuse to sign a false
confession highlights the importance of honesty and moral courage.

The Nature of Authority

The role of authority figures is critical in Act 4. The actions of Danforth and Parris reveal how power can
corrupt and lead to injustice. Their refusal to acknowledge the truth demonstrates the dangers of unchecked
authority.

Fear and Hysteria

Fear plays a significant role in the events of Act 4. The pervasive hysteria surrounding witchcraft has led to
irrational decisions and tragic consequences. The act serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
collective fear and the impact it can have on society.

Redemption and Forgiveness

Throughout Act 4, the theme of redemption is prevalent. Characters grapple with their past actions and seek
forgiveness. Proctor's journey towards self-acceptance and moral clarity highlights the potential for
redemption, even in the face of death.

Significant Quotes and Their Analysis

1. “I have given you my soul; leave me my name!”
- This quote from Proctor encapsulates the struggle between personal integrity and societal pressure.
Proctor values his reputation and identity, emphasizing the importance of self-respect.

2. “I cannot, I cannot!”
- Proctor’s repeated denial of the false confession signifies his ultimate rejection of the court’s demands. It
highlights his moral fortitude and the theme of personal integrity.

3. “We are what we always were, but naked now.”
- This line reflects the vulnerability and exposure of the characters’ true selves amidst the chaos of the
trials. It underscores the theme of truth and the consequences of deception.

Conclusion

Act 4 of "The Crucible" serves as a powerful conclusion to Miller’s exploration of fear, integrity, and the
impact of authority on individual lives. The characters’ struggles and ultimate decisions illustrate the
complex moral landscape of the Salem witch trials. Through the lens of personal sacrifice and redemption,



Miller invites the audience to reflect on the nature of truth, the consequences of hysteria, and the enduring
human spirit in the face of injustice. As we analyze this act, we gain deeper insights into the characters’
motivations and the broader implications of their actions, making "The Crucible" a timeless cautionary tale
about the dangers of fanaticism and moral compromise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Act 4 in 'The Crucible'?
Act 4 primarily focuses on the consequences of the witch trials, the moral dilemmas faced by the characters,
and the impact of hysteria and fear on the community.

How does John Proctor's character evolve in Act 4?
In Act 4, John Proctor undergoes significant character development as he grapples with his guilt and
ultimately chooses to sacrifice himself rather than falsely confess to witchcraft.

What role does Abigail Williams play in Act 4?
In Act 4, Abigail Williams is portrayed as increasingly desperate and manipulative, ultimately fleeing Salem to
avoid the consequences of her actions as the trials unravel.

How does the theme of integrity manifest in Act 4?
The theme of integrity is highlighted in Act 4 through characters like John Proctor and Elizabeth Proctor, who
struggle with their principles and the societal pressures to conform.

What is the significance of the scene with the court officials in Act 4?
The scene with the court officials underscores the corruption and moral decay within the judicial system,
revealing how power and fear have corrupted justice in Salem.

What does Elizabeth Proctor’s character reveal in Act 4?
Elizabeth Proctor's character in Act 4 reveals resilience and compassion, as she supports John’s decision to
maintain his integrity, showcasing her strength despite the dire circumstances.

How does the setting of Act 4 contribute to the overall mood of the play?
The bleak and oppressive setting of Act 4, marked by darkness and despair, enhances the mood of hopelessness
and tragedy, reflecting the devastation wrought by the witch trials on the community.
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萨勒姆的女巫 The Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Dec 4, 2014 · 故事发生在1692年的美国，一个名为萨勒姆的小镇之中，在这里生活着一群思想单纯，甚至有些愚昧的村民们。阿比盖尔（萨曼莎·科利 Samantha
Colley 饰）是牧师的外甥女， …
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Nov 27, 1996 · 故事发生在1692年的马萨诸塞州，在一个地处偏远的小镇之中，生活着一群虔诚又愚昧的人们。女孩阿比盖尔（薇诺娜·瑞德 Winona Ryder 饰）是
牧师的侄女，因此在镇上享 …

熔炉 (豆瓣)
Sep 22, 2011 · 来自首尔的哑语美术老师仁浩（孔宥 饰）来到雾津，应聘慈爱聋哑人学校。天降大雾，他意外撞车，维修时邂逅了人权组织成员柔珍（郑有美 饰）。仁浩妻子早
亡，8岁女儿天 …

萨勒姆的女巫 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Sep 14, 2022 · 萨勒姆的女巫 National Theatre Live: The Crucible (2022) 导演: 林赛·特纳 编剧: 阿瑟·米勒

熔炉边境 Frontier Crucible - 豆瓣电影
Oct 31, 2024 · An ex-soldier haunted by his past reluctantly teams up with outlaws, a woman, and
her injured spouse, navigating the perilous Arizona frontier in the 1870s, battling the harsh …

[Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)（萨勒姆女巫事件） …
May 31, 2024 · [Film Review] The Crucible (1957) and (1996)Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's
seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially fictionalized account of the …

萨勒姆女巫事件 (豆瓣) - 豆瓣电影
Two film adaptations of Arthur Miller's seminal 1953 stage play THE CRUCIBLE, a partially
fictionalized account of the notorious Salem witch trials in the Massachusetts Bay Colony …
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比鬼神更可怕的，是人心（萨勒姆的女巫）影评
Feb 7, 2015 · 比鬼神更可怕的，是人心从King’s College 看完The Crucible回到家里已经是晚上两点，躺在床上却久久不能入睡，弥漫在心头的是说不出的压
抑和纠结，就像当年看《叫魂》时 …

釜中惧 Crucible of Terror - 豆瓣电影
An obsessed sculptor kills a young women to make a perfect bronze sculpture of her. Years later at
h...
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