Cs Lewis Abolition Of Man

CS Lewis Abolition of Man is a profound work that delves into the philosophical, ethical, and
cultural implications of moral relativism, education, and the nature of humanity. Written in 1943,
this influential book argues against the reduction of human values to mere subjective opinions and
warns against the dangers of a society that disregards objective moral truths. In this article, we will
explore the key themes and arguments presented in Lewis's work, along with its relevance in today's
context.



Background of CS Lewis and His Philosophical Context

CS Lewis, a prominent British author and scholar, is best known for his works on Christian
apologetics, fiction, and literature. He was a member of the literary group known as the Inklings and
penned classics such as "The Chronicles of Narnia" and "Mere Christianity." "The Abolition of Man"
was originally delivered as a series of lectures at the University of Durham, where Lewis sought to
address the issues he perceived in contemporary education and moral thought.

The Historical Context of the Book

Published during World War II, "The Abolition of Man" emerged in a time of great upheaval. The war
had exposed the fragility of human civilization and the capacity for moral evil. Lewis's work reflects
his concern about the future of humanity in light of the rise of relativism and the dismissal of
objective moral standards. This book serves as a critique of the educational practices of his time,
particularly those that sought to undermine traditional values in favor of a more subjective approach
to morality.

Key Themes in "The Abolition of Man"

Lewis addresses several important themes throughout his work, each contributing to his overarching
argument about the dangers of moral relativism.

The Critique of Subjectivism

One of the central arguments in "The Abolition of Man" is Lewis's critique of subjectivism. He argues
that the belief that moral values are merely personal preferences leads to a devaluation of objective
truths. Lewis states:

- Moral Subjectivism: The idea that moral judgments are based on individual feelings rather than
universal standards.

- The Consequences of Subjectivism: When society forsakes objective morality, it risks descending
into chaos, where might makes right.

Lewis warns that if individuals are taught to believe that their emotions are the basis of their moral
judgments, they will ultimately become enslaved to their impulses, thus undermining true humanity.

The Tao: The Universal Moral Law

A significant concept in Lewis's argument is "The Tao," which he describes as the universal moral
law that transcends cultures and time periods. Lewis asserts that:

- The Existence of Universal Morality: Across various cultures, there are common moral principles



that reflect an objective standard of right and wrong.
- The Importance of the Tao: The Tao serves as a foundation for ethical behavior and societal
cohesion. It is a source of moral authority that is essential for human flourishing.

Lewis emphasizes that the rejection of the Tao leads to the "abolition" of what it means to be human,
as it erodes the moral fabric of society.

The Role of Education

In "The Abolition of Man," Lewis critiques modern educational practices that prioritize subjective
feelings over objective truths. He argues that:

- Educational Philosophy: Lewis believes that education should not merely impart knowledge but
should also cultivate moral understanding and character.

- The Dangers of Modern Education: By focusing on subjective views, educators may inadvertently
prepare students to accept a worldview devoid of moral clarity.

Lewis advocates for an education that reinforces the importance of objective moral values, thereby
nurturing individuals who can discern right from wrong.

The Consequences of Abandoning Objective Morality

Lewis outlines the potential consequences of abandoning objective morality, which he believes will
ultimately lead to the "abolition of man." He discusses the implications in various domains:

Ethical Implications

- Moral Relativism and Injustice: Without a shared moral foundation, society may become
increasingly unjust, as individuals prioritize their interests over the common good.

- Loss of Compassion and Empathy: A decline in moral standards can lead to a lack of empathy
towards others, resulting in a more self-centered society.

Technological and Scientific Consequences

Lewis warns that the rejection of moral truths could also impact scientific and technological
advancements:

- Manipulation of Humanity: As humanity's understanding of genetics and technology grows, the
absence of moral guidance may lead to unethical practices such as eugenics.

- Dehumanization: The more society prioritizes efficiency and utilitarianism, the more it risks
treating individuals as mere means to an end.



The Spiritual Consequences

On a spiritual level, Lewis argues that the abandonment of objective morality can lead to existential
despair:

- Loss of Meaning: Without a moral compass, individuals may struggle to find meaning and purpose
in life.

- Alienation from the Divine: A society that denies objective moral truths may also distance itself
from spiritual beliefs, leading to a sense of disconnection from something greater than oneself.

Relevance of "The Abolition of Man" Today

The themes and arguments presented in "The Abolition of Man" remain incredibly relevant in
contemporary discussions on ethics, education, and the role of technology in society. As we navigate
a world increasingly marked by moral relativism and subjective values, Lewis's warnings serve as a
cautionary tale.

Contemporary Ethical Debates

Today's ethical debates on issues such as abortion, euthanasia, and genetic engineering often reflect
the conflict between objective moral truths and subjective viewpoints. Lewis's work encourages a
return to a framework that recognizes the importance of universal moral standards.

The State of Education

In the current educational climate, discussions around critical thinking and moral reasoning
continue to be crucial. Lewis's advocacy for an education that instills a sense of moral responsibility
resonates with educators and policymakers who seek to promote character development alongside
academic achievement.

The Technological Landscape

As advancements in technology raise ethical questions, the need for a robust moral framework
becomes more pressing. Lewis's insights can guide discussions on the ethical implications of
emerging technologies and the responsibility of society to uphold human dignity.

Conclusion

In "The Abolition of Man," CS Lewis presents a compelling argument against the dangers of moral
relativism and the importance of objective moral truths. His insights into education, ethics, and the



human condition remain relevant today, prompting us to reflect on our values and the future of
humanity. By engaging with Lewis's profound work, we can better understand the stakes involved in
the ongoing dialogue about morality in our increasingly complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of C.S. Lewis's 'The Abolition of Man'?

The main thesis of C.S. Lewis's 'The Abolition of Man' is that modern education and moral relativism
undermine objective values and lead to the dehumanization of humanity, resulting in a society where
individuals are manipulated by those in power.

How does C.S. Lewis define 'the Tao' in 'The Abolition of Man'?

C.S. Lewis defines 'the Tao' as the objective moral law or natural order that underpins all human
values and ethics, which he argues is essential for a flourishing society and individual moral
integrity.

What are the implications of rejecting objective values
according to Lewis?

According to Lewis, rejecting objective values leads to a world where individuals become mere
subjects of manipulation by those in authority, resulting in a loss of true humanity and moral
accountability.

In which ways does Lewis critique contemporary education in
‘The Abolition of Man'?

Lewis critiques contemporary education for promoting a subjective approach to ethics and values,
which he believes fosters a mindset of relativism and fails to instill a sense of moral duty and
responsibility in students.

What role does emotion play in Lewis's argument in 'The
Abolition of Man'?

Lewis argues that emotions are vital for moral decision-making and that genuine feelings of love,
compassion, and justice are informed by objective moral truths, which should not be dismissed or
repressed by a purely rationalist approach.

How does Lewis address the concept of 'man’' in the context of
technological advancement?

Lewis warns that as technology advances, if humans are viewed merely as products of biological and
social forces, they risk becoming dehumanized and manipulated, ultimately leading to the 'abolition
of man' as a moral agent.



What is the significance of the title 'The Abolition of Man'?

The title 'The Abolition of Man' signifies the potential loss of what it means to be human, as Lewis
explores the dangers of allowing subjective values to replace objective moral truths, ultimately
leading to the eradication of individual dignity and autonomy.

How does 'The Abolition of Man' relate to contemporary
ethical discussions?

'The Abolition of Man' remains relevant in contemporary ethical discussions as it challenges readers
to consider the implications of moral relativism, the importance of objective values, and the role of
education in shaping moral character in an increasingly complex world.
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