
Cornell Self Guided Tour

Cornell self-guided tour is an excellent way to explore the beautiful campus of Cornell University at

your own pace. Whether you are a prospective student, a visitor, or a local resident, there is much to

discover at this prestigious Ivy League institution. With its stunning architecture, rich history, and

diverse academic offerings, Cornell's campus is a vibrant place that invites exploration. This article will

guide you through the essentials of planning and enjoying a self-guided tour of Cornell University.



Why Choose a Self-Guided Tour?

A self-guided tour allows you to experience Cornell University in a personalized manner. Here are

several reasons why a self-guided tour might be the best option for you:

Flexibility: You can set your own pace and choose what to see based on your interests.

Personalization: Tailor your experience to focus on specific departments, buildings, or attractions

that interest you.

Cost-effective: Self-guided tours are typically free, saving you money compared to guided

options.

Accessibility: You can start and end your tour whenever you like, making it easy to fit into your

schedule.

Planning Your Cornell Self-Guided Tour

Before embarking on your self-guided tour of Cornell University, it's essential to plan adequately. Here

are some steps to ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience:

1. Research the Campus Layout

Familiarizing yourself with the layout of the campus is crucial. Cornell University spans over 2,300

acres, with notable areas including:



- Central Campus: The heart of Cornell, featuring iconic buildings like Uris Library and Goldwin Smith

Hall.

- Collegetown: A lively area filled with shops, restaurants, and residences, popular among students.

- Botanical Gardens: Beautiful gardens and walking paths, perfect for nature lovers.

You can find an interactive map of the campus on the Cornell University website, which will help in

navigating the various buildings and landmarks.

2. Determine Your Points of Interest

Cornell has many attractions worth visiting. Here’s a list of must-see sites:

McGraw Tower: Climb to the top for stunning views of the campus and Ithaca.1.

Cornell Botanic Gardens: Explore the diverse plant collections and serene landscapes.2.

Johnson Museum of Art: Enjoy an impressive collection of art and architecture.3.

Statue of Ezra Cornell: A tribute to the university's founder, located near Uris Library.4.

The Arts Quad: A picturesque area featuring beautiful green spaces and iconic buildings.5.

3. Allocate Sufficient Time

Decide how much time you want to dedicate to your tour. A comprehensive tour of the campus may

take anywhere from two to four hours, depending on how many sites you wish to visit. If you plan to



enjoy the gardens or have lunch in Collegetown, consider setting aside a whole day.

4. Prepare for the Weather

Ithaca, New York, is known for its varied weather conditions. Check the weather forecast ahead of

your visit, and dress accordingly. Comfortable walking shoes are a must, as you will likely be doing a

fair amount of walking. Bringing a water bottle and snacks is also a good idea to keep your energy up

during the tour.

Highlights of the Self-Guided Tour

Now that you have your plan in place, let’s delve deeper into some of the key highlights of a self-

guided tour at Cornell University.

Cornell Botanic Gardens

The Cornell Botanic Gardens offer over 300 acres of gardens, natural areas, and trails. Here, you can

find:

- The Nevin Welcome Center: A great place to begin your visit, featuring exhibits on the local flora.

- The Flower Garden: Designed for year-round beauty, with seasonal displays.

- The Natural Areas: Trails that lead through forests and fields, perfect for a peaceful walk.

The gardens are not only beautiful but also serve as a resource for education and research, making it

a significant part of Cornell's commitment to sustainability.



Johnson Museum of Art

The Johnson Museum of Art houses over 35,000 works of art, ranging from ancient to contemporary

pieces. Visitors can enjoy:

- Diverse Collections: Art from various cultures, including Asian, African, and European works.

- Exhibitions: Regularly changing exhibitions that showcase new artists and themes.

- Panoramic Views: The museum’s location on a hill offers incredible views of the surrounding area.

Admission to the museum is generally free, making it an accessible cultural resource for all visitors.

McGraw Tower

McGraw Tower is one of the most iconic structures on campus. It's famous for its chimes, which play a

variety of tunes throughout the day. Visitors can:

- Climb the Tower: Ascend the 161 steps for breathtaking views of the campus and Cayuga Lake.

- Listen to the Chimes: Experience the musical performances from the tower, which is especially

enchanting during special events.

This landmark is not only a symbol of Cornell but also a beloved spot for both students and visitors.

The Arts Quad

The Arts Quad is a central gathering place on campus, surrounded by historic buildings and green

spaces. It is the perfect spot to relax or enjoy a picnic. Notable buildings around the quad include:

- Goldwin Smith Hall: Home to the College of Arts and Sciences.



- Uris Library: A striking architectural marvel and a hub for student study.

The quad often hosts events and performances, adding to its vibrant atmosphere.

Tips for an Enjoyable Experience

To make the most of your Cornell self-guided tour, keep the following tips in mind:

Stay Hydrated: Bring water, especially if you’re visiting during warmer months.

Take Breaks: Allow yourself time to rest and soak in the views.

Engage with Displays: Many buildings have informative displays that provide insight into Cornell’s

history.

Capture Memories: Bring a camera to document your visit and capture the beautiful scenery.

Ask Questions: Don’t hesitate to reach out to current students or staff for recommendations or

information.

Conclusion

A Cornell self-guided tour allows you to explore one of the most beautiful and prestigious campuses in

the United States at your own pace. With its rich history, stunning architecture, and vibrant

atmosphere, Cornell University offers a unique experience for all visitors. By planning ahead,

prioritizing your interests, and following the tips provided, you can create your own unforgettable



journey through this remarkable institution. Whether you’re considering applying to Cornell, visiting a

friend, or simply enjoying a day out, the campus has something for everyone to appreciate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cornell self-guided tour?

The Cornell self-guided tour is a flexible way for visitors to explore the Cornell University campus at

their own pace, using maps and resources provided by the university.

How can I access the materials for the Cornell self-guided tour?

You can access the self-guided tour materials on Cornell University's official website, where you can

find downloadable maps, suggested routes, and key points of interest.

Are there specific highlights or landmarks to see on the Cornell self-

guided tour?

Yes, key highlights include the Cornell Botanic Gardens, Uris and Olin Libraries, the Arts Quad, and

the iconic McGraw Tower.

Is the Cornell self-guided tour suitable for all age groups?

Absolutely! The self-guided tour is designed for visitors of all ages, making it a family-friendly option to

explore the campus.

What should I bring with me for the Cornell self-guided tour?

It’s recommended to bring comfortable walking shoes, a water bottle, a charged smartphone or

camera for photos, and the downloaded tour materials.



Can I take my pet on the Cornell self-guided tour?

Pets are generally not allowed on campus unless they are service animals, so it's best to check the

university's pet policy before planning your visit.
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Explore Cornell's stunning campus at your own pace with our comprehensive guide to the Cornell
self guided tour. Discover how to make the most of your visit!
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