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Confronting contemporary Christian music has become a significant topic of
discussion among theologians, musicians, and believers alike. The evolution
of music in the Christian faith has witnessed drastic changes over the
decades, leading to both fervent support and staunch opposition. This article
delves into the nuances of contemporary Christian music (CCM), exploring its
origins, cultural implications, theological concerns, and the voices of both
critics and proponents, particularly through the lens of H.T. Spence's work.

Understanding Contemporary Christian Music

Contemporary Christian music emerged in the late 20th century, characterized
by its use of modern musical styles and instruments to express faith-based
themes. It often incorporates elements of pop, rock, and folk music, making
it more accessible to a broader audience. Some key characteristics of CCM
include:



e Lyric Focus: Lyrics are often centered around worship, praise, and
personal testimony.

e Instrumentation: The use of electric guitars, drums, and synthesizers,
contrasting with traditional hymns.

e Performance Style: High-energy performances that engage congregations
and encourage participation.

The genre has gained immense popularity, with artists like Chris Tomlin,
Lauren Daigle, and Hillsong United topping charts and filling arenas.
However, the rise of CCM has not come without controversy.

The Theological Landscape of CCM

As contemporary Christian music flourishes, it also raises critical
theological questions. Critics like H.T. Spence emphasize the need for
discernment in the lyrics and messages conveyed through this medium. Here are
some theological concerns that arise:

1. Theological Depth and Accuracy

One of the primary concerns surrounding CCM is the depth of theological
content in its lyrics. Critics argue that many songs lack substantive
theological teaching and focus more on emotional experiences. This can lead
to:

e Shallow Worship: A focus on feelings rather than a deep understanding of
God and Scripture.

* Misleading Theology: Lyrics that may misrepresent biblical truths or
present a distorted view of God.

H.T. Spence, in his writings, highlights the importance of ensuring that
worship experiences are rooted in sound doctrine, urging artists to
prioritize theological integrity over catchy melodies.

2. Cultural Relevance vs. Biblical Truth

Another significant issue is the balance between cultural relevance and
adherence to biblical truth. While CCM aims to connect with contemporary



audiences, some critics argue that this can lead to compromising core
Christian beliefs. This tension raises questions such as:

1. Are artists prioritizing marketability over message?

2. Is the church adapting its music to fit cultural trends at the expense
of biblical fidelity?

Spence argues that the church must strive for authenticity, ensuring that the
music used in worship reflects both contemporary relevance and scriptural
fidelity.

The Role of Emotion in Worship

Contemporary Christian music often emphasizes emotional expression, which can
be a double-edged sword. While emotions are a vital part of human experience
and can enhance worship, there is a danger of allowing feelings to dictate
faith.

1. The Power of Emotion

Emotional engagement in worship can facilitate a deeper connection to God.
Many believers find that contemporary music resonates with their life
experiences, allowing them to express their feelings of joy, sorrow, and
gratitude. This emotional connection can lead to:

e Authentic Worship: A genuine experience of encountering God.

e Community Building: Shared emotional experiences can strengthen
congregational bonds.

2. The Risks of Emotionalism

However, an overemphasis on emotion can lead to spiritual pitfalls. When
worship becomes solely about feelings, it may result in:

1. Emotional Manipulation: Using music to provoke specific emotional
responses without a solid foundation in truth.



2. Inconsistent Faith: A reliance on feelings can lead to fluctuating faith
experiences, where individuals feel close to God during a service but
struggle in their daily lives.

Spence encourages a balanced approach, advocating for music that stirs
emotion while remaining grounded in biblical truth.

Voices of Critique and Support

The dialogue surrounding contemporary Christian music is enriched by diverse
perspectives. While critics like H.T. Spence provide cautionary insights,
many artists and theologians offer robust defenses of the genre.

1. Critiques from Theologians

Theological critiques often center on the potential for CCM to dilute
doctrine. Some prominent voices in this discourse include:

e Albert Mohler: The president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
has voiced concerns about the theological content in CCM.

e John Piper: Emphasizes worship that is grounded in Scripture and seeks
to glorify God above all.

These theologians echo Spence’s sentiments, urging the church to maintain a
high standard for worship music.

2. Defenses from Artists

In contrast, many contemporary Christian artists argue that their music
serves as a powerful tool for evangelism and discipleship. Artists like Chris
Tomlin and Lauren Daigle emphasize the importance of personal testimony and
cultural engagement. They contend that:

e Accessibility: CCM makes the message of Christ more accessible to
individuals outside the church.

e Community Impact: Music can foster community and encourage believers in
their faith journeys.



This perspective highlights the potential for contemporary music to be a
vehicle for outreach and spiritual growth.

Finding a Middle Ground

Given the complexities of contemporary Christian music, finding a middle
ground between critique and support is essential. Here are some ways to
navigate this landscape:

1. Encouraging Discernment

Believers are called to exercise discernment when engaging with contemporary
music. This includes:
1. Evaluating lyrics for theological soundness.

2. Seeking music that promotes deep worship and understanding of Scripture.

2. Supporting Artists with Integrity

Churches and congregations can support artists who prioritize both cultural
engagement and theological integrity. This support can take various forms,
including:

e Inviting artists to lead worship who demonstrate sound doctrine.

e Encouraging local musicians to create original music that reflects
biblical truths.

Conclusion

Confronting contemporary Christian music involves navigating a complex
interplay of theology, culture, and personal experience. While critics like
H.T. Spence provide valuable insights into the potential pitfalls of CCM, the
genre also offers unique opportunities for worship and evangelism. By
fostering discernment and supporting artists who prioritize theological



integrity, the church can harness the power of contemporary music to glorify
God and deepen the faith of believers. The conversation surrounding CCM is
vital as it continues to evolve, ensuring that worship remains a meaningful
and biblically grounded expression of faith in a contemporary context.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of H.T. Spence's work on
contemporary Christian music?

H.T. Spence focuses on the evolving nature of contemporary Christian music
and its impact on worship and faith experiences, emphasizing the balance
between tradition and modern expression.

How does H.T. Spence critique the commercial aspects
of contemporary Christian music?

Spence critiques the commercialization of contemporary Christian music by
arguing that it often prioritizes marketability over spiritual depth, leading
to a dilution of its original message.

In what ways does H.T. Spence suggest contemporary
Christian music can be improved?

Spence suggests that contemporary Christian music can be improved by focusing
on theological substance, encouraging authenticity in lyrics, and fostering a
deeper connection to worship.

What examples does H.T. Spence provide to illustrate
the challenges faced by contemporary Christian
music?

Spence provides examples of artists who struggle with maintaining their faith
amidst commercial pressures, as well as songs that have been criticized for
lacking theological depth.

How does H.T. Spence address the generational divide
in contemporary Christian music?

He addresses the generational divide by highlighting differing musical
preferences and theological perspectives, advocating for dialogue and
understanding between older and younger generations.

What role does H.T. Spence believe social media



plays in the popularity of contemporary Christian
music?

Spence believes social media plays a significant role in shaping trends in
contemporary Christian music, allowing for greater exposure and interaction
between artists and their audiences.

What is H.T. Spence's stance on the authenticity of
contemporary Christian music artists?

Spence emphasizes the importance of authenticity for contemporary Christian
music artists, arguing that genuine faith expressions resonate more deeply
with audiences than those driven by commercial success.

How does H.T. Spence propose balancing tradition and
innovation in worship music?

He proposes that churches incorporate both traditional hymns and contemporary
songs to create a worship experience that honors the past while embracing
modern expressions of faith.
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