Common Sense By Thomas Paine
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1. Of the Origin and Defign of Government in general,
with concife Remarks on the Englith Conflitu.ion.

II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succeflion.
1II. Thoughts on the prefent State of American Affiirs,

1V. Of the prefent Ability of Americs, with fome mif-
cellancous Refleftions,
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Or thefe whom cheice ‘and cowmon good ordain,
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COMMON SENSE IS A PIVOTAL PAMPHLET WRITTEN BY THOMAS PAINE IN 1776 THAT PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN GALVANIZING
PUBLIC OPINION TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITISH RULE. THIS REVOLUTIONARY WORK NOT ONLY ARTICULATED THE
PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BUT ALSO PROVIDED A COMPELLING ARGUMENT FOR THE
PRACTICAL NECESSITY OF INDEPENDENCE. PAINE’S ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE COMPLEX IDEAS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD,
ACCESSIBLE MANNER HELPED TO INSPIRE A FLEDGLING NATION TO SEEK SELF-GOVERNANCE AND REJECT THE MONARCHY.



THe HisToricAL CONTEXT oF COMMON SENSE

TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF COMMON SENSE, ONE MUST CONSIDER THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP OF THE TIME.
THE 18TH CENTURY WAS A PERIOD OF POLITICAL TURMOIL AND EMERGING ENLIGHTENMENT THOUGHT, WHICH EMPHASIZED
REASON, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, AND SKEPTICISM OF TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY.

THE RISE OF ENLIGHTENMENT THOUGHT

THE ENLIGHTENMENT WAS AN INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENT THAT ENCOURAGED INDIVIDUALS TO USE REASON AND SCIENTIFIC
THOUGHT TO CHALLENGE ESTABLISHED NORMS. KEY FIGURES SUCH AS JOHN LOCKE, JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU, AND VOLTAIRE
INFLUENCED PAINE'S WRITING. THEIR IDEAS ABOUT NATURAL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL CONTRACTS LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR
REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT.

- NATURAL RIGHTS: THE BELIEF THAT INDIVIDUALS POSSESS INHERENT RIGHTS, SUCH AS LIFE, LIBERTY, AND PROPERTY.
- SocliAL CONTRACT: THE IDEA THAT GOVERNMENTS DERIVE THEIR LEGITIMACY FROM THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED.

P AINE INCORPORATED THESE ENLIGHTENMENT PRINCIPLES INTO COMMON SENSE, ARGUING THAT A GOVERNMENT SHOULD EXIST TO
PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ITS CITIZENS AND THAT IT MUST BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THEM.

THe AMERICAN CoLoNIES UNDER BrITISH RULE

By THE MID- 18 TH CENTURY, THE AMERICAN COLONIES WERE GROWING INCREASINGLY DISCONTENTED WITH BRITISH
GOVERNANCE. V ARIOUS ACTS IMPOSED BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT, SUCH AS THE STAMP ACT AND THE T OWNSHEND ACTS,
FUELED RESENTMENT AMONG COLONISTS WHO FELT THEIR RIGHTS WERE BEING INFRINGED UPON WITHOUT PROPER REPRESENTATION.

KEY GRIEVANCES INCLUDED:

1. TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION: COLONISTS WERE BEING TAXED BY A GOVERNMENT IN WHICH THEY HAD NO
REPRESENTATION.

2. MiLITARY PRESENCE: THE QUARTERING ACT FORCED COLONISTS TO HOUSE BRITISH TROOPS, WHICH MANY SAW AS AN
INFRINGEMENT ON THEIR RIGHTS.

3. EconoMic CONTROL: BRITISH TRADE POLICIES LIMITED THE COLONIES’ ECONOMIC FREEDOM AND GROW TH.

THESE ISSUES SET THE STAGE FOR PAINE’S ARGUMENTS IN COMMON SENSE, AS HE SOUGHT TO UNITE THE COLONIES AGAINST A
COMMON ENEMY.



