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CoMMonLIT PUrITAN LAWS AND CHARACTER ANSWER KEY

THE PURITAN ERA IN AMERICAN HISTORY IS MARKED BY A COMPLEX INTERTWINING OF RELIGIOUS CONVICTION, SOCIETAL NORMS,
AND A RIGOROUS LEGAL FRAMEWORK. THIS FRAMEWORK, COMPOSED OF LAWS THAT GOVERNED MORAL CONDUCT, ILLUSTRATES
THE PURITAN COMMITMENT TO A THEOCRATIC SOCIETY. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE COMMON LAWS THAT
CHARACTERIZED THE PURITAN COMMUNITY, DELVE INTO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF PURITAN SOCIETY, AND PROVIDE INSIGHTS
INTO HOW THESE ELEMENTS ARE REPRESENTED IN VARIOUS LITERARY WORKS, INCLUDING THEIR RELEV ANCE TO RESOURCES LIKE
CoMMONLIT.

UNDERSTANDING PURITAN LAWS

PURITAN LAWS WERE DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE BELIEF THAT SOCIETY SHOULD REFLECT THE WILL OF GOD. THE LEGAL SYSTEM
W AS BASED ON A STRICT INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE, WHICH SHAPED THE MORAL AND ETHICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE
COMMUNITY. BELOW ARE SOME KEY ASPECTS OF PURITAN LAWS THAT DEFINED THE SOCIAL ORDER OF THE TIME:

1. ReLiGious OBSERVANCE

- SABBATH LAWS: THE PURITANS STRICTLY OBSERVED THE SABBATHI PROHIBITING WORK AND REQUIRING ATTENDANCE AT
CHURCH SERVICES. VIOLATIONS COULD RESULT IN FINES OR PUBLIC REPRIMAND.

- BLASPHEMY AND HERESY: SPEAKING AGAINST GOD OR THE TENETS OF THE FAITH WAS PUNISHABLE BY SEVERE PENALTIES,
INCLUDING IMPRISONMENT OR W ORSE.

2. MorAL ConpucT

- ADULTERY AND FORNICATION: ENGAGING IN EXTRAMARITAL RELATIONS WAS CONSIDERED A GRAVE SIN. OFFENDERS FACED
PUBLIC HUMILIATION, FINES, OR EVEN PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT.

- DRUNKENNESS: THE PURITANS VIEWED EXCESSIVE DRINKING AS A MORAL FAILING. LAWS WERE ENACTED TO REGULATE
CONSUMPTION, AND OFFENDERS COULD FACE FINES OR PUBLIC SHAMING.



3. FAMILY STRUCTURE AND GENDER ROLES

- AUTHORITY OF THE FATHER: THE PATRIARCHAL STRUCTURE WAS FUNDAMENTAL IN PURITAN SOCIETY. LAWS REINFORCED THE
AUTHORITY OF HUSBANDS AND FATHERS OVER THEIR FAMILIES.

- WOMEN’s ROLES: W/ OMEN WERE EXPECTED TO ADHERE TO DOMESTIC ROLES, AND ANY DEVIATION FROM THESE EXPECTATIONS
COULD LEAD TO LEGAL REPERCUSSIONS OR SOCIAL OSTRACIZATION.

4. EDUCATION AND LITERACY

- MANDATORY EDUCATION: THE PURITANS BELIEVED THAT EVERYONE SHOULD BE ABLE TO READ THE BIBLE. LAWS WERE PUT IN
PLACE TO ESTABLISH SCHOOLS, ENSURING THAT CHILDREN WERE EDUCATED IN RELIGIOUS TEXTS.

CHARACTER TRAITS OF PURITAN SOCIETY

THE PURITAN COMMUNITY WAS SHAPED NOT ONLY BY ITS LAWS BUT ALSO BY THE CHARACTER TRAITS OF ITS MEMBERS.
UNDERSTANDING THESE TRAITS PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND THEIR LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND SOCIETAL
NORMS.

1. PIETY AND DEVOTION

MEMBERS OF PURITAN SOCIETY WERE EXPECTED TO DISPLAY UNWAVERING DEVOTION TO GOD. THIS PIETY WAS REFLECTED IN
THEIR DAILY LIVES, WHERE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE WAS PARAMOUNT.

2. STRICT MORALITY

- MorAL ABSOLUTISM: PURITANS HELD FIRM BELIEFS ABOUT RIGHT AND WRONG, LEADING TO A SOCIETY THAT WAS OFTEN
INTOLERANT OF DEVIATIONS FROM THEIR MORAL CODE.

- COMMUNITY ACCOUNTABILITY: THE COMMUNITY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR UPHOLDING MORAL STANDARDS, WITH INDIVIDUALS
OFTEN POLICING ONE ANOTHER'S BEHAVIOR.

3. Work ETHIC

THE PURITANS VALUED HARD WORK AND VIEWED IT AS A VIRTUE. THIS WORK ETHIC CONTRIBUTED TO THEIR ECONOMIC
SUCCESS AND WAS SEEN AS A SIGN OF ONE’S FAITH.

4. SIMPLICITY AND HUMILITY

- MATERIALISM: PURITANS WERE GENERALLY OPPOSED TO EXCESSIVE MATERIALISM AND BELIEVED IN LEADING SIMPLE LIVES
FOCUSED ON SPIRITUAL RATHER THAN \WORLDLY REW ARDS.

- PRIDE AND VANITY: ANY DISPLAY OF PRIDE OR VANITY WAS FROWNED UPON, WITH LAWS AND SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS
REINFORCING HUMILITY.



CoMMONLIT AND PURITAN LITERATURE

CoMMONLIT IS AN EDUCATIONAL PLATFORM THAT PROVIDES A WEALTH OF RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS,
INCLUDING TEXTS RELATED TO THE PURITAN ERA. UNDERSTANDING HOW PURITAN LAWS AND CHARACTER TRAITS MANIFEST IN
LITERATURE IS CRUCIAL FOR INTERPRETING THESE WORKS.

1. THEMES IN PURITAN LITERATURE

COMMONLIT OFTEN INCLUDES TEXTS THAT EXPLORE THEMES CENTRAL TO PURITAN SOCIETY:

- SIN AND REDEMPTION: MANY WORKS FOCUS ON THE CONFLICT BETWEEN SIN AND THE QUEST FOR REDEMPTION, REFLECTING THE
PURITAN BELIEF IN INHERENT HUMAN SINFULNESS.

- COMMUNITY VS. INDIVIDUAL: THE TENSION BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL DESIRES AND COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS IS A PREVALENT
THEME, OFTEN HIGHLIGHTING THE CONSEQUENCES OF DEVIATING FROM SOCIAL NORMS.

2. Key LITERARY W ORKS

SEVERAL LITERARY WORKS ARE EMBLEMATIC OF PURITAN BELIEFS AND PRACTICES, AND COMMONLIT FEATURES TEXTS THAT
ENCAPSULATE THESE THEMES:

- "Tre CRUCIBLE” BY ARTHUR MILLER: W/HILE TECHNICALLY A MODERN PLAY, IT REFLECTS THE HYSTERIA AND MORAL
ABSOLUTISM OF THE PURITAN ERA DURING THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS.

- “SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOD” BY JONATHAN EDWARDS: THIS SERMON EXEMPLIFIES PURITAN THEOLOGY AND THE
FEAR OF DIVINE JUDGMENT.

- “THE ScARLET LETTER” BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE: THIS NOVEL CRITIQUES PURITAN SOCIETY'S HARSH MORAL CODES AND
EXPLORES THEMES OF SIN, GUILT, AND REDEMPTION.

UsING CoMMONLIT FOR UNDERSTANDING PURITANISM

CoMMONLIT PROVIDES EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS WITH TOOLS TO ANALYZE TEXTS EFFECTIVELY. HERE'S HOW TO NAVIGATE
COMMONLIT RESOURCES REGARDING PURITAN LAWS AND CHARACTER TRAITS:

1. ANALYZING CHARACTERIZATION

W/HEN STUDYING PURITAN LITERATURE ON COMMONLIT, PAY ATTENTION TO HOW AUTHORS DEVELOP CHARACTERS THAT
EMBODY OR CHALLENGE PURITAN IDEALS. CONSIDER QUESTIONS LIKE:

- WHAT TRAITS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO CHARACTERS THAT ALIGN WITH PURITAN VALUES?
- How DO CHARACTERS’ ACTIONS REFLECT THE LAWS OF THEIR SOCIETY?

2. EXPLORING THEMES

- IDENTIFY RECURRING THEMES IN THE TEXTS, SUCH AS THE STRUGGLE FOR INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AGAINST SOCIETAL
CONSTRAINTS.
- DIscuss HOW THESE THEMES RESONATE WITH CURRENT SOCIETAL ISSUES.



3. ENGAGING WITH QUESTIONS

COMMONLIT OFTEN PROVIDES GUIDED QUESTIONS THAT ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING. USE THESE QUESTIONS TO FOSTER
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF PURITAN LAWS AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS.

CoNcCLUSION

THE PURITAN LAWS AND CHARACTER TRAITS CREATED A UNIQUE SOCIETAL FRAMEWORK THAT INFLUENCED RELIGIOUS, MORAL,
AND SOCIAL CONDUCT IN EARLY AMERICA. THROUGH A STRINGENT LEGAL SYSTEM AND A STRONG MORAL COMPASS, THE
PURITANS SOUGHT TO CREATE A COMMUNITY THAT REFLECTED THEIR BELIEFS. RESOURCES SUCH AS COMMONLIT ALLOW
STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS TO ENGAGE WITH THESE CONCEPTS MEANINGFULLY, ENHANCING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THIS
PIVOTAL PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY. BY ANALYZING PURITAN LITERATURE, WE GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF
HUMAN BEHAVIOR, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND THE ENDURING IMPACT OF THESE EARLY IDEALS ON CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE PURITAN LAWS, AND HOW DID THEY INFLUENCE DAILY LIFE IN PURITAN
COMMUNITIES?

PURITAN LAWS, OFTEN DERIVED FROM THEIR STRICT INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE, DICTATED MORAL BEHAVIOR, SOCIAL
CONDUCT, AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. THEY INFLUENCED DAILY LIFE BY ENFORCING COMMUNITY STANDARDS, SUCH AS
PROHIBITIONS AGAINST DRUNKENNESS, IDOLATRY, AND SABBATH‘BREAKING/ WHICH WERE MEANT TO MAINTAIN A 'PURE’ SOCIETY.

How pID PURITAN BELIEFS SHAPE THE CHARACTER AND VALUES OF INDIVIDUALS IN THEIR
SOCIETY?

PURITAN BELIEFS EMPHASIZED HARD WORK, PIETY, AND A DEEP SENSE OF COMMUNITY. THIS SHAPED INDIVIDUALS TO PRIORITIZE
MORAL INTEGRITY, SELF-DISCIPLINE, AND A COMMITMENT TO THE COMMON GOOD, OFTEN LEADING TO A STRONG SENSE OF
RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS BOTH FAMILY AND THE COMMUNITY.

IN WHAT WAYS DID PURITAN LAWS CREATE SOCIAL HIERARCHIES WITHIN THEIR
COMMUNITIES?

PURITAN LAWS OFTEN REFLECTED AND REINFORCED EXISTING SOCIAL HIERARCHIES, AS THOSE WITH HIGHER SOCIAL STATUS
COULD EXERT MORE INFLUENCE OVER COMMUNITY DECISIONS. WEALTHY LANDOWNERS AND CHURCH LEADERS TYPICALLY HELD
MORE POWER, THUS AFFECTING HOW LAWS WERE ENFORCED AND WHO WAS SUBJECT TO HARSHER PENALTIES.

\WHAT ROLE DID THE CONCEPT OF 'VISIBLE SAINTS' PLAY IN PURITAN SOCIETY AND ITS
LAWS?

THE CONCEPT OF 'VISIBLE SAINTS' REFERRED TO THE BELIEF THAT TRUE BELIEVERS WOULD DISPLAY SIGNS OF GRACE AND MORAL
LIVING. THIS IDEA INFLUENCED PURITAN LAWS BY EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR PUBLIC PIETY, LEADING TO REGULATIONS THAT
AIMED TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE 'SAINTS’ AND THOSE SEEN AS SINFUL OR UNWORTHY.

How DID PURITAN LAWS ADDRESS ISSUES LIKE WITCHCRAFT AND DISSENT IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES?

PURITAN LAWS WERE PARTICULARLY HARSH ON WITCHCRAFT AND DISSENT, VIEWING BOTH AS THREATS TO THE MORAL FABRIC
OF SOCIETY. LAWS WERE ENACTED TO PROSECUTE THOSE ACCUSED OF WITCHCRAFT, OFTEN LEADING TO TRIALS AND SEVERE
PUNISHMENTS, WHILE DISSENTERS FACED EXILE OR IMPRISONMENT TO MAINTAIN RELIGIOUS UNIFORMITY.



\WHAT IMPACT DID PURITAN LAWS HAVE ON WOMEN AND THEIR ROLES IN SOCIETY?

PURITAN LAWS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED WOMEN BY ENFORCING STRICT GENDER ROLES AND LIMITING THEIR RIGHTS. W/ OMEN
WERE EXPECTED TO BE SUBMISSIVE, FOCUSING ON HOUSEHOLD DUTIES AND CHILD-REARING, WHILE LAWS OFTEN RESTRICTED
THEIR PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFE AND DECISION-MAKING, REFLECTING THE PATRIARCHAL VALUES OF THE TIME.
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