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Common Core Math
IEP Goal Bank

Common core math IEP goals are essential for ensuring that students with disabilities can
access the mathematics curriculum effectively. The Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) mandates that students with disabilities receive a free and appropriate public
education (FAPE), which includes individualized education programs (IEPs) tailored to
their unique needs. Common Core State Standards (CCSS) provide a framework for what
students should learn in mathematics at each grade level. Therefore, aligning IEP goals
with Common Core standards is crucial for fostering academic success and helping
students achieve their educational objectives.

Understanding Common Core Standards in
Mathematics

Common Core Standards for Mathematics were developed to provide clear and consistent
learning goals for students across the United States. The standards focus on developing a
deep understanding of mathematical concepts and procedures, ensuring that students are
prepared for college and career success. The CCSS in mathematics emphasizes not just
the ability to perform calculations but also the understanding of mathematical reasoning.

Key Components of Common Core Math Standards

The Common Core Math Standards consist of two main components:

1. Standards for Mathematical Practice: These are the skills and habits of mind that



students should develop as they engage with mathematics. They include:
- Problem-solving

- Reasoning and proof

- Communication

- Representation

- Connections

- Modeling with mathematics

2. Standards for Mathematical Content: These standards outline what students should
know and be able to do at each grade level. They include specific domains such as:
- Counting and Cardinality

- Operations and Algebraic Thinking

- Number and Operations in Base Ten

- Measurement and Data

- Geometry

- Ratios and Proportional Relationships

- The Number System

- Expressions and Equations

- Functions

- Statistics and Probability

Creating IEP Goals Aligned with Common Core
Standards

When developing IEP goals that are aligned with Common Core math standards, it's
essential to consider the individual needs of the student. Goals should be SMART: Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. Here are steps to create effective IEP
goals:

Step 1: Assess the Student’s Current Level

Before formulating goals, assess the student's current mathematical skills. This could
involve:

- Standardized assessments

- Teacher observations

- Informal assessments (quizzes, worksheets)
- Input from parents and other educators

This assessment will help identify the student’s strengths and weaknesses in relation to
the Common Core standards.

Step 2: Identify Priority Areas for Growth



Based on the assessment data, identify the priority areas for the student. Focus on specific
domains within the Common Core standards that the student needs to work on. Examples
could include:

- Mastering addition and subtraction within 20
- Understanding the concept of fractions
- Applying measurement skills to solve real-world problems

Step 3: Develop Specific Goals

Goals should target the identified areas for growth and be aligned with the appropriate
grade-level Common Core standards. For example:

1. Goal Example for Operations and Algebraic Thinking:
- By the end of the school year, [student's name] will add and subtract within 20 with 90%
accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials.

2. Goal Example for Number and Operations in Base Ten:
- By the end of the school year, [student's name] will understand place value and be able
to round two-digit numbers to the nearest ten with 80% accuracy.

3. Goal Example for Measurement and Data:
- By the end of the school year, [student's name] will measure and estimate lengths using
appropriate tools (e.g., ruler, yardstick) with 85% accuracy.

Step 4: Include Supportive Strategies and
Accommodations

To help the student achieve their goals, include specific strategies and accommodations in
the IEP. This might include:

- Use of manipulatives (blocks, counters) to visualize mathematical concepts

- Allowing extra time for tests and assignments

- Providing graphic organizers to help with problem-solving

- Incorporating technology (such as math apps or programs) to enhance learning

Examples of Common Core Math IEP Goals

Here are more detailed examples of IEP goals aligned with Common Core math standards,
organized by grade level:



Kindergarten

- Counting and Cardinality:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will count to 100 by ones and tens with minimal
prompting.

- Operations and Algebraic Thinking:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will solve addition and subtraction word
problems within 10 with 80% accuracy.

First Grade

- Number and Operations in Base Ten:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will understand and apply place value concepts
to 2-digit numbers with 85% accuracy.

- Measurement and Data:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will tell and write time to the hour and half-hour
with 90% accuracy.

Second Grade

- Operations and Algebraic Thinking:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will add and subtract within 100 using strategies
based on place value and properties of operations with 90% accuracy.

- Geometry:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will identify and describe 2D shapes (e.g.,
circles, triangles) and their attributes with 80% accuracy.

Third Grade

- Fractions:
- By the end of the year, [student's name] will understand fractions as numbers and
represent fractions on a number line with 75% accuracy.

- Measurement and Data:

- By the end of the year, [student's name] will measure and estimate liquid volumes and
masses of objects using standard units with 85% accuracy.

Monitoring Progress Towards IEP Goals



Monitoring progress is crucial to ensure that the goals are being met and to determine if
any adjustments are necessary. Regular progress monitoring can be achieved through:

- Frequent assessments (weekly or bi-weekly quizzes)

- Teacher observations

- Portfolio assessments that showcase the student’s work

- Communication with parents regarding their child’s progress

Conclusion

In summary, common core math IEP goals play a vital role in supporting students with
disabilities in their mathematical learning journey. By aligning IEP goals with the Common
Core standards, educators can ensure that students receive the individualized support
they need to succeed. Careful assessment, goal setting, and monitoring progress are
essential components of this process. As educators, parents, and specialists work
collaboratively, they can empower students to achieve their academic goals and foster a
positive attitude toward mathematics, setting the stage for lifelong learning and success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Common Core math IEP goals?

Common Core math IEP goals are specific, measurable objectives tailored to help students
with disabilities meet the academic standards set by the Common Core State Standards in
mathematics. These goals aim to address individual learning needs while aligning with
grade-level expectations.

How can IEP teams create effective Common Core math
goals?

IEP teams can create effective Common Core math goals by assessing a student's current
math skills, identifying gaps in knowledge, and using data-driven strategies to develop
specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART) goals that align with
the Common Core standards.

What are some examples of Common Core math IEP
goals for elementary students?

Examples of Common Core math IEP goals for elementary students include: 1) 'The
student will solve addition and subtraction problems within 20 with 80% accuracy by the
end of the school year.' 2) 'The student will identify and describe two-dimensional shapes
with 90% accuracy in a given assessment.'



How do Common Core math IEP goals support student
learning?

Common Core math IEP goals support student learning by providing a structured
framework that ensures students with disabilities receive targeted instruction that is
aligned with grade-level expectations, promoting skill mastery and academic progress in
mathematics.

What challenges might educators face when
implementing Common Core math IEP goals?

Educators may face challenges such as aligning IEP goals with diverse learning needs,
ensuring adequate resources and support for individualized instruction, and addressing
varying levels of student engagement and motivation when implementing Common Core
math IEP goals.
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Discover effective strategies for setting Common Core math IEP goals that support student success.
Learn more to enhance your teaching approach today!
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