
Common Core Math I Can Statements

Common Core Math I Can Statements are pivotal tools in the education system,
designed to clarify what students are expected to learn in mathematics at
each grade level. These statements serve as a bridge between the rigorous
standards set by the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the daily
learning objectives teachers present to their students. By focusing on
specific skills and knowledge, "I Can" statements empower students to take
ownership of their learning, enabling them to articulate their own academic
goals. This article will delve into the significance of Common Core Math I
Can Statements, their structure, implementation, and how they can enhance
student engagement in math.

Understanding Common Core Math

The Common Core State Standards in mathematics were developed to provide a
clear and consistent framework for educators across the United States. They
aim to ensure that students are equipped with the necessary skills to succeed
in college and career paths. The standards emphasize the importance of
understanding concepts rather than rote memorization, allowing students to
apply their knowledge to real-world situations.

The Role of I Can Statements

"I Can" statements translate the complex standards into student-friendly



language. They encapsulate what students should be able to do by the end of
each instructional unit, fostering a sense of achievement and progress.
Here’s how they benefit both students and educators:

Clarity: They provide clear expectations, making it easier for students
to understand their learning objectives.

Ownership: By framing learning goals in a personal way, students feel
more responsible for their education.

Assessment: Teachers can use these statements to assess student
understanding and mastery of concepts.

Communication: They facilitate communication between teachers, students,
and parents regarding educational goals.

Structure of Common Core Math I Can Statements

Common Core Math I Can Statements are typically structured to reflect the
standards for each grade. They often begin with “I can” followed by an action
verb that reflects the skill being taught. Here’s a breakdown of how these
statements are generally constructed:

Components of I Can Statements

1. Action Verb: Begin with a clear, action-oriented verb that describes what
the student will do. For example, "I can add," "I can solve," or "I can
explain."

2. Skill or Concept: Follow the verb with the specific math skill or concept.
For instance, "I can add two-digit numbers" or "I can explain the concept of
fractions."

3. Context: Provide context or conditions under which the student will
demonstrate the skill. This may include the use of tools or particular
methods. For example, "I can solve addition problems using a number line."

Examples of I Can Statements Across Grades

To illustrate, here are examples of I Can statements for various grade
levels:



Grade 1

I can count to 120 starting at any number.

I can add and subtract within 20.

I can identify and describe shapes.

Grade 3

I can multiply and divide within 100.

I can solve word problems involving addition and subtraction.

I can understand fractions as numbers.

Grade 5

I can add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators.

I can understand the concept of volume and measure it.

I can graph points on a coordinate plane.

Implementing I Can Statements in the Classroom

Incorporating Common Core Math I Can Statements into the classroom involves
strategic planning and execution. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Displaying I Can Statements

Teachers should prominently display I Can statements in the classroom. This
can serve as a constant reminder of learning objectives, helping students to
focus on what they need to achieve.

2. Daily Review

Start each math lesson with a review of the I Can statement. This allows



students to mentally prepare for the day’s objectives and reflects on prior
learning.

3. Student Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on their learning by having them assess their
understanding of the I Can statements. This can be done through self-
assessments or journals.

4. Parent Involvement

Share I Can statements with parents at the beginning of the school year or
during parent-teacher conferences. This involvement helps parents support
their child’s learning at home.

Benefits of Using I Can Statements in Math
Education

The integration of Common Core Math I Can Statements into teaching practices
has numerous advantages:

1. Increased Student Engagement

When students understand what they are working toward, they are more likely
to engage with the material. The personal language of I Can statements
fosters a sense of ownership over their learning.

2. Improved Assessment Practices

Teachers can align assessments with I Can statements, making it easier to
evaluate student understanding and mastery of concepts. This alignment helps
in identifying areas that require additional focus.

3. Enhanced Differentiation

I Can statements can be easily modified to meet the diverse needs of
students. Teachers can create differentiated statements based on individual
learning levels, ensuring that all students can succeed.



Challenges and Considerations

While the benefits of Common Core Math I Can Statements are clear, there are
challenges to consider:

1. Consistency in Implementation

It’s essential for educators to consistently implement I Can statements
across all grades and subjects. Inconsistency can lead to confusion among
students.

2. Professional Development

Teachers may require training or professional development to effectively
utilize I Can statements in their classrooms. Ongoing support can enhance
their understanding and application.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Common Core Math I Can Statements are more than just
educational jargon; they are essential tools that guide students on their
learning journey. By translating complex standards into clear, actionable
goals, these statements foster a sense of ownership and engagement among
students. As educators continue to implement and refine these practices, they
will undoubtedly enhance the learning experience, making math both accessible
and enjoyable for all students. Whether in the classroom or at home,
embracing the power of I Can statements can lead to improved outcomes in
mathematics education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'I Can' statements in Common Core Math?
'I Can' statements are specific learning targets derived from the Common Core
State Standards that help students understand what they are expected to learn
and achieve in mathematics.

How can teachers effectively use 'I Can' statements
in the classroom?
Teachers can use 'I Can' statements to guide instruction, assess student
understanding, and communicate learning goals to students, making the



objectives clear and accessible.

Why are 'I Can' statements beneficial for students?
'I Can' statements provide clarity and ownership of learning for students,
helping them to self-assess and understand their progress towards meeting
specific math standards.

Can parents use 'I Can' statements to support their
children's learning?
Yes, parents can use 'I Can' statements to help their children focus on
specific skills and concepts, facilitating discussions about their learning
and reinforcing understanding at home.

Are 'I Can' statements aligned with all grade levels
in Common Core Math?
Yes, 'I Can' statements are developed for all grade levels within the Common
Core Math framework, ensuring that they are appropriate and relevant to the
specific learning expectations for each grade.

How can schools implement 'I Can' statements school-
wide?
Schools can implement 'I Can' statements by training teachers on their use,
integrating them into lesson plans, and creating a consistent language around
learning goals across all classrooms.

What is an example of an 'I Can' statement for
third-grade math?
An example of an 'I Can' statement for third-grade math is: 'I can multiply
and divide within 100, using strategies such as the relationship between
multiplication and division.'
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Explore the essential Common Core Math I Can Statements to enhance student learning. Discover
how these statements guide effective teaching strategies. Learn more!
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