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Introduction to "Come On In My Kitchen" by
Robert Johnson

Come on in my kitchen is a guintessential blues song by the legendary
musician Robert Johnson, who is widely regarded as one of the most
influential figures in the history of music. Recorded in 1936, this track
showcases Johnson's unique guitar skills, emotive voice, and profound lyrical
content, which often reflects themes of love, longing, and the human
experience. This article delves into the background of Johnson, the song's
significance, its musical composition, and its lasting impact on blues and
popular music.

Background of Robert Johnson

Robert Johnson was born on May 8, 1911, in Hazlehurst, Mississippi. His life
was marked by hardship, but he emerged as a pivotal figure in the development
of the Delta blues genre. Johnson's music is characterized by his exceptional
guitar playing and haunting vocals, which convey deep emotional resonance.
His mysterious persona has led to numerous myths and legends, including the
tale of him selling his soul to the devil at a crossroads in exchange for
musical prowess.

Johnson's recordings were relatively few, with only 29 songs captured during
his brief career. However, his influence on subsequent generations of
musicians is immeasurable. Artists such as Eric Clapton, Keith Richards, and
Bob Dylan have cited Johnson as a crucial inspiration in their own musical
journeys.



Overview of "Come On In My Kitchen"

"Come On In My Kitchen" is a standout track in Johnson's discography,
reflecting his mastery of storytelling through music. The song combines a
simple yet evocative melody with poignant lyrics that speak to themes of
love, loneliness, and the complexities of human relationships.

Lyrics and Themes

The lyrics of "Come On In My Kitchen" convey a sense of invitation and
longing. The opening lines set the tone for a welcoming yet melancholic
atmosphere:

e The song begins with an invitation to enter the kitchen, which serves as
a metaphor for intimacy and comfort.

e Johnson's lyrics explore the pain of unrequited love, reflecting themes
of desire and emotional vulnerability.

e The imagery used in the song evokes a sense of warmth, yet the
underlying sentiment reveals a deeper sense of yearning and loss.

The kitchen, a common setting in many blues songs, symbolizes a space of
comfort and connection but also becomes a place where heartache can linger.

Musical Composition

Musically, "Come On In My Kitchen" features Johnson's distinctive
fingerpicking style, which is a hallmark of Delta blues. The song is
typically performed in a standard 12-bar blues format, but Johnson's
variations and embellishments add a unique flair. Key components of the
composition include:

1. Guitar Technique: Johnson's intricate fingerpicking and slide guitar
techniques create a rich texture, allowing the listener to feel the
emotional weight of the song.

2. Vocal Delivery: His vocal style combines a soulful crooning with moments
of intensity, effectively conveying the song's emotional depth.

3. Call and Response: The use of call and response, a common element in
African American musical traditions, enhances the song's interactive
quality.

The combination of these elements makes "Come On In My Kitchen" a captivating
piece that showcases Johnson's musical genius.



Significance and Cultural Impact

The impact of "Come On In My Kitchen" extends beyond its initial release. The
song has become a touchstone in the blues genre and has been covered by
numerous artists across various musical styles. Its significance can be
understood through several lenses:

Influence on Blues and Rock Music

Johnson's work, particularly "Come On In My Kitchen," laid the groundwork for
many blues musicians who followed. The song has influenced countless artists,
including:

e Eric Clapton: Clapton has cited Johnson as a major influence, and his
covers of Johnson's songs have helped introduce the blues to a broader
audience.

e The Allman Brothers Band: The band has incorporated elements of
Johnson's music into their own sound, blending blues with rock and
Southern rock elements.

e Bob Dylan: Dylan's admiration for Johnson is evident in his own
songwriting and musical style, and he has often acknowledged Johnson's
influence on his work.

The song's themes of love and longing resonate with listeners, making it a
timeless piece that continues to inspire musicians.

Revival of Interest in Delta Blues

In recent years, there has been a revival of interest in Delta blues and its
pioneers, including Robert Johnson. This resurgence can be attributed to
several factors:

1. Documentaries and Biographies: Films and books that explore Johnson's
life and music have helped to rekindle interest in his work.

2. Recordings and Reissues: The re-release of Johnson's recordings has made
his music accessible to new generations of listeners.

3. Music Festivals: Blues festivals often feature tributes to Johnson,
celebrating his contributions to the genre.

As a result, "Come On In My Kitchen" and other songs by Johnson have found
new audiences, ensuring that his legacy endures.



Conclusion: The Legacy of Robert Johnson's
"Come On In My Kitchen"

"Come On In My Kitchen" stands as a testament to Robert Johnson's
extraordinary talent and his lasting impact on the world of music. The song
encapsulates the essence of the blues, blending heartfelt lyrics with
intricate musicality. Johnson's ability to convey deep emotions through his
music has resonated with listeners for generations, securing his place as a
foundational figure in the history of American music.

As new artists continue to draw inspiration from his work, the legacy of
Robert Johnson and songs like "Come On In My Kitchen" will undoubtedly live
on, inviting new listeners to explore the rich tapestry of blues music and
the profound human experiences it encapsulates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Come On In My Kitchen'
in Robert Johnson's music career?

'Come On In My Kitchen' is one of Robert Johnson's most famous songs,
showcasing his unique blend of Delta blues and personal storytelling. It
highlights his influence on the genre and his innovative guitar techniques.

What themes are explored in 'Come On In My Kitchen'?

The song explores themes of longing, love, and heartbreak, reflecting
Johnson's personal experiences and the emotional depth that characterizes
much of his work.

How does 'Come On In My Kitchen' reflect the Delta
blues style?

The song incorporates traditional Delta blues elements such as slide guitar,
call-and-response vocals, and a melancholic tone, which are hallmarks of the
genre.

What impact did 'Come On In My Kitchen' have on later
musicians?

The song has been covered by numerous artists across various genres,
influencing musicians like Eric Clapton and The Allman Brothers Band,
showcasing Johnson's lasting legacy in music.

What is the historical context of 'Come On In My
Kitchen'?

Written in the late 1930s, the song reflects the social and cultural
conditions of African Americans in the South during that time, particularly
in the context of love and relationships.



Are there any notable covers of 'Come On In My
Kitchen'?

Yes, notable covers include versions by artists like The Grateful Dead, who
incorporated the song into their live performances, and various blues
musicians who pay homage to Johnson's original.

What musical techniques does Robert Johnson use in
'"Come On In My Kitchen'?

Johnson employs fingerpicking, slide guitar techniques, and complex rhythms,
which contribute to the intricate sound and emotional impact of the song.

How does 'Come On In My Kitchen' fit into the
narrative of Robert Johnson's life?

The song can be seen as a reflection of Johnson's tumultuous life and
relationships, often interpreted as an expression of his struggles with love
and the transient nature of life on the road.
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