
Comme Des Garcons Rei Kawakubo

Comme des Garçons Rei Kawakubo is a name synonymous with avant-garde fashion,
characterized by its innovative designs, unconventional materials, and a
deep-rooted philosophy that challenges the norms of the fashion industry.
Founded by the Japanese designer Rei Kawakubo in 1969, the brand has
significantly influenced contemporary fashion, creating a unique identity
that blends art and clothing. This article delves into the history, design
philosophy, impact, and legacy of Comme des Garçons and its visionary founder
Rei Kawakubo.



History of Comme des Garçons

Comme des Garçons, which translates to “like boys” in French, was established
in Tokyo by Rei Kawakubo. From its inception, the brand aimed to break free
from traditional fashion conventions and explore the boundaries of design.

Founding and Early Years

- 1969: Rei Kawakubo launched Comme des Garçons in Tokyo, initially focusing
on women's clothing that challenged societal norms regarding femininity and
beauty.
- 1970s: The brand gained momentum, with Kawakubo showcasing her work at
various exhibitions and establishing a loyal customer base that appreciated
her unique aesthetic.

Kawakubo's designs were characterized by their deconstructed silhouettes,
monochromatic palettes, and innovative use of fabric. She often employed
asymmetry and layering, creating garments that were more about artistic
expression than conventional wearability.

International Expansion

- 1981: Comme des Garçons made its Paris debut, showcasing its collection
during Paris Fashion Week. This event marked a turning point for the brand,
as it introduced Kawakubo’s radical vision to a broader audience.
- 1980s: The brand became a symbol of the Tokyo fashion scene, introducing
the concept of "Japanese avant-garde" to the Western world. Kawakubo’s
designs were often met with mixed reviews, reflecting the challenging nature
of her artistic approach.

As the brand expanded internationally, it opened flagship stores in cities
like New York, London, and Paris, solidifying its status as a powerhouse in
the fashion industry.

Design Philosophy

Rei Kawakubo’s design philosophy is rooted in the belief that fashion should
provoke thought and question established norms. Her approach can be
encapsulated in several key principles:

Deconstruction and Asymmetry



Kawakubo is known for her deconstructed garments that often appear unfinished
or in a state of flux. This design choice reflects her belief that clothing
should not just be about aesthetics but also about expression and identity.

- Layering: Many of her pieces incorporate multiple layers, creating depth
and complexity.
- Asymmetrical Cuts: The use of unexpected shapes and silhouettes challenges
the conventional idea of symmetry in fashion.

Innovative Materials

Comme des Garçons is celebrated for its innovative use of materials, often
blending contrasting fabrics to create unique textures and visuals. Kawakubo
frequently experiments with:

- Unconventional Fabrics: Utilizing materials like plastic, rubber, and even
paper to create garments that are both functional and artistic.
- Color and Texture: A stark contrast to the minimalist colors of her early
collections, Kawakubo has ventured into bold colors and textures, showcasing
her versatility.

Conceptual Fashion

Kawakubo’s work often transcends traditional fashion, delving into the realm
of conceptual art. Her collections frequently tell a story or convey a
message, inviting viewers to engage with her designs on a deeper level.

- Themes: Many collections explore themes of identity, gender, and the human
experience.
- Presentations: Kawakubo’s runway shows are known for their theatricality,
often featuring elaborate sets and performances that enhance the narrative of
the collection.

Impact on Fashion and Culture

Comme des Garçons has left an indelible mark on the fashion industry,
influencing countless designers and challenging the status quo.

Influence on Designers

Kawakubo’s innovative approach has inspired a new generation of designers who
seek to push boundaries and redefine fashion. Some notable designers
influenced by her work include:



- Yohji Yamamoto: Known for his avant-garde style, Yamamoto shares a similar
philosophy of deconstruction and asymmetry.
- Ann Demeulemeester: Her poetic designs echo Kawakubo’s exploration of
identity and emotional expression.

Shaping Fashion Trends

Kawakubo’s work has played a pivotal role in shaping various fashion trends,
particularly the rise of streetwear and the acceptance of androgynous styles.
The brand's emphasis on:

- Gender Fluidity: Comme des Garçons has been at the forefront of promoting
gender-neutral fashion, paving the way for a more inclusive industry.
- Streetwear Aesthetics: The influence of Kawakubo’s designs can be seen in
the streetwear movement, where comfort and style coexist.

Legacy of Rei Kawakubo

Rei Kawakubo’s contributions to fashion extend far beyond her designs. Her
legacy is characterized by several key factors:

Recognition and Awards

Kawakubo has received numerous accolades for her work, cementing her status
as a fashion icon:

- CFDA Awards: She was honored with the prestigious International Award in
1994.
- Légion d'Honneur: In 2017, she was named a Chevalier of the French Legion
of Honor, recognizing her impact on French fashion and culture.

Exhibitions and Collaborations

Kawakubo’s designs have been celebrated in various exhibitions around the
world, including:

- "Rei Kawakubo/Comme des Garçons: Art of the In-Between": A landmark
exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2017, showcasing her
innovative designs and their artistic significance.
- Collaborations with Brands: Kawakubo has collaborated with various brands,
including Nike and Converse, merging her avant-garde aesthetic with
mainstream appeal.



Conclusion

Comme des Garçons and Rei Kawakubo remain at the forefront of the fashion
industry, embodying the spirit of innovation and artistic expression. Through
her groundbreaking designs, Kawakubo has challenged conventional beauty
standards and redefined what fashion can be. Her legacy continues to inspire
designers and fashion enthusiasts alike, ensuring that Comme des Garçons will
always be celebrated as a cornerstone of avant-garde fashion. As the industry
evolves, the principles laid down by Kawakubo will undoubtedly influence
future generations, making her a true pioneer in the world of fashion.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Rei Kawakubo?
Rei Kawakubo is a Japanese fashion designer and the founder of the avant-
garde brand Comme des Garçons, known for her unconventional designs and
innovative approach to fashion.

What is the philosophy behind Comme des Garçons?
Comme des Garçons embodies a philosophy of challenging traditional notions of
beauty and fashion, often embracing asymmetry, deconstruction, and a mix of
contrasting elements.

How did Comme des Garçons influence streetwear?
Comme des Garçons has significantly influenced streetwear by introducing
artistic concepts and high-fashion aesthetics, paving the way for
collaborations between luxury brands and streetwear labels.

What are some iconic collections from Comme des
Garçons?
Some iconic collections include the 'Body Meets Dress, Dress Meets Body'
collection from Spring/Summer 1997, which showcased sculptural silhouettes,
and the 'Broken Bride' collection, which emphasized themes of destruction and
reconstruction.

How does Rei Kawakubo approach gender in fashion?
Rei Kawakubo's designs often blur the lines of gender, promoting a unisex
aesthetic that challenges traditional gender norms and embraces a more fluid
representation of identity.

What collaborations has Comme des Garçons done?
Comme des Garçons has collaborated with various brands, including Nike,



Converse, and Supreme, creating limited-edition pieces that merge high
fashion with streetwear.

What materials are commonly used in Comme des
Garçons collections?
Comme des Garçons frequently uses unconventional materials such as plastic,
rubber, and fabrics that challenge standard textile applications, emphasizing
texture and form.

How has Rei Kawakubo contributed to the fashion
industry?
Rei Kawakubo has contributed to the fashion industry by redefining the
boundaries of design, inspiring countless designers, and opening discussions
about the role of art in fashion.

Where can one find Comme des Garçons products?
Comme des Garçons products can be found in select high-end department stores,
their own boutiques, and online platforms that specialize in luxury fashion.
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