
Comprehension Strategies For Struggling
Readers

Comprehension strategies for struggling readers are essential tools that educators and parents can use to help
improve the reading skills of children who face challenges in understanding text. Reading comprehension
is not merely the ability to decode words; it involves the capacity to understand, analyze, and interpret
written content. For struggling readers, comprehension difficulties can lead to frustration and a lack of
confidence, but with targeted strategies, these challenges can be addressed effectively. This article will
explore various comprehension strategies that can empower struggling readers, enhance their
understanding of texts, and ultimately foster a love for reading.

Understanding the Challenges of Struggling Readers

Before delving into specific strategies, it is crucial to understand the common challenges faced by
struggling readers. These challenges may include:

- Decoding Difficulties: Many struggling readers have trouble sounding out words, which affects their
ability to read fluently.
- Limited Vocabulary: A lack of exposure to new words can hinder comprehension, as readers may not
understand the context of what they are reading.
- Poor Retention: Struggling readers may find it difficult to remember what they have read, which makes
it hard to engage with the material.
- Difficulty with Inferencing: Many readers struggle to draw conclusions or make inferences based on the
text, which is a critical component of comprehension.
- Lack of Motivation: Frustration with reading difficulties can lead to a lack of interest and motivation,
further compounding the issue.



Effective Comprehension Strategies

To support struggling readers, educators and parents can implement a variety of comprehension strategies
that can be tailored to meet individual needs. Below are several effective strategies that have proven
successful in enhancing reading comprehension.

1. Pre-Reading Strategies

Pre-reading strategies prepare students for what they are about to read and activate prior knowledge. Some
effective pre-reading strategies include:

- Previewing the Text: Encourage readers to look at headings, subheadings, images, and any bolded text.
This helps them gain a general sense of the content and structure.
- Predicting Content: Ask students to make predictions about what the text will be about based on the title
and previewed features.
- Setting a Purpose for Reading: Help students define what they want to learn or understand from the text,
which gives them a clear focus.

2. During-Reading Strategies

During-reading strategies help readers engage with the text as they read. These strategies can include:

- Highlighting or Underlining Key Ideas: Teach students to identify and mark important information,
which aids in retaining critical concepts.
- Visualizing: Encourage readers to create mental images of the text. This can involve drawing pictures or
using graphic organizers to visualize relationships between ideas.
- Asking Questions: Prompt students to ask questions about the text as they read. This encourages active
engagement and helps them clarify their understanding.
- Chunking Text: Break the reading material into smaller, manageable sections. This allows readers to
process information in smaller bits, making comprehension easier.

3. Post-Reading Strategies

Post-reading strategies reinforce comprehension and help students reflect on what they have read.
Effective post-reading strategies include:

- Summarizing: Have students summarize the text in their own words. This not only checks their



understanding but also reinforces retention.
- Discussing the Text: Facilitate discussions about the reading material. Encourage students to share their
thoughts, ask questions, and express opinions.
- Creating Graphic Organizers: Use tools like Venn diagrams, story maps, and flowcharts to help students
organize and visualize the information they’ve learned.
- Writing Reflections: Ask students to write a brief reflection on what they learned, how they felt about
the reading, and any connections they made to their own experiences.

Utilizing Technology and Resources

Incorporating technology can also enhance comprehension for struggling readers. There are numerous
resources available that can make reading more accessible and engaging:

- Audiobooks: Listening to audiobooks while reading along can help struggling readers improve their
fluency and comprehension.
- Interactive eBooks: Many digital platforms offer interactive eBooks that include features such as
definitions for difficult words, summaries, and quizzes.
- Educational Apps: There are various apps designed specifically for improving reading comprehension
skills, such as graphic organizers and vocabulary builders.
- Online Reading Programs: Programs like Raz-Kids or Reading A-Z offer leveled texts that cater to
different reading abilities, providing tailored learning experiences.

Encouraging a Positive Reading Environment

Creating a supportive and encouraging reading environment can significantly impact a struggling reader's
motivation and success. Here are several ways to foster a positive atmosphere:

- Provide Choice: Allow students to choose the texts they want to read. Personal interest can increase
engagement and motivation.
- Celebrate Successes: Acknowledge and celebrate small achievements in reading, no matter how minor.
This can help build confidence and a sense of accomplishment.
- Be Patient and Supportive: Show understanding and patience as students work through their reading
challenges. Offer support without judgment.
- Incorporate Reading into Daily Life: Encourage reading outside of school by integrating it into everyday
activities, such as reading recipes, instructions, or even street signs.



Collaborating with Educators and Parents

An effective approach to improving comprehension for struggling readers involves collaboration between
educators and parents. Here are some strategies for fostering that partnership:

- Regular Communication: Keep lines of communication open between teachers and parents. Share
progress, strategies that are working, and areas that need improvement.
- Parent Workshops: Organize workshops for parents on comprehension strategies and how they can
support their child’s reading at home.
- Resource Sharing: Provide parents with resources, such as book lists, websites, and tools that can assist
them in helping their children.

Conclusion

In conclusion, comprehension strategies for struggling readers are vital in helping them overcome the
barriers they face in understanding texts. By employing a variety of pre-reading, during-reading, and post-
reading strategies, utilizing technology, fostering a positive reading environment, and collaborating with
educators and parents, we can create a comprehensive support system for these readers. Ultimately, with
the right strategies and support, struggling readers can improve their comprehension skills, boost their
confidence, and develop a lifelong love for reading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective comprehension strategies for struggling readers?
Effective strategies include using graphic organizers, summarization techniques, questioning the text,
activating prior knowledge, and teaching metacognitive skills to monitor understanding.

How can graphic organizers help struggling readers improve
comprehension?
Graphic organizers visually represent information, helping struggling readers to organize their thoughts,
identify main ideas, and see relationships between concepts, which enhances their understanding of the
text.

What role does questioning play in improving reading comprehension for



struggling readers?
Questioning encourages active engagement with the text, prompting readers to think critically about what
they read, clarify confusion, and make inferences, which can lead to deeper comprehension.

How can teachers effectively teach summarization to struggling readers?
Teachers can model summarization by demonstrating how to identify key points in a text, use sentence
frames to structure summaries, and practice summarizing in small groups to build confidence and skills.

Why is activating prior knowledge important for struggling readers?
Activating prior knowledge helps struggling readers make connections between what they already know
and new information, facilitating better understanding and retention of the material they are reading.
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