
Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary

Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary is a groundbreaking resource that
has redefined the way learners of English approach the language. Since its
inception in the early 1980s, this dictionary has been at the forefront of
English language education, providing clear definitions, practical examples,
and a user-friendly format designed specifically for non-native speakers. The
Collins Cobuild dictionary not only offers definitions but also emphasizes
how words are used in context, making it an invaluable tool for both students
and educators alike.

History of Collins Cobuild

The Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary was first published in 1987,
and it was developed by a team of linguists at the University of Birmingham,



led by Professor John Sinclair. The primary goal was to create a dictionary
that would be more accessible to learners of English, particularly those
whose first language is not English.

- Research-Based Approach: The dictionary was based on a comprehensive corpus
of real-life English usage, which allowed the creators to observe how words
are used in everyday contexts. This approach ensures that the definitions are
not just theoretical but grounded in actual language use.

- Innovative Features: Unlike traditional dictionaries that often provide
definitions in a more formal and less practical way, the Collins Cobuild
dictionary introduced several innovative features:
- Full Sentences: Definitions are provided in full sentences, giving learners
a clearer understanding of how words function within context.
- Usage Examples: Each entry includes numerous examples of how the word is
used in different contexts, enhancing comprehension.
- Synonyms and Antonyms: To aid vocabulary expansion, synonyms and antonyms
are often included in the definitions.

Structure of the Dictionary

The Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary is structured in a way that
is intuitive and user-friendly.

Alphabetical Listings

Words are organized alphabetically, making it easy for users to find the
terms they are looking for. Each entry provides:

1. The Headword: The word being defined, presented in bold for easy
identification.
2. Part of Speech: Information on whether the word is a noun, verb,
adjective, etc.
3. Definitions: Clear explanations of what the word means, often accompanied
by multiple definitions to capture different usages.
4. Examples: Illustrative sentences showing how the word is used in context.
5. Collocations: Common phrases and combinations with the headword, helping
learners understand typical usages.

Focus on Contextual Usage

One of the standout features of the Collins Cobuild dictionary is its
emphasis on context. Each entry not only defines the word but also places it
within real-world scenarios.



- Contextual Examples: Examples are drawn from a wide range of sources,
including newspapers, magazines, and spoken language, illustrating how the
word is used across different registers and contexts.
- Cultural References: Some entries include cultural notes that explain
nuances and connotations, providing deeper insights into the language.

Target Audience

The Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary is designed for a diverse
audience, including:

1. Students: High school and university students studying English as a second
language benefit greatly from the clear definitions and contextual examples.
2. Teachers: Educators can use the dictionary as a teaching aid, helping
students improve their vocabulary and understanding of English.
3. Professionals: Non-native English speakers in the workplace can use the
dictionary to enhance their communication skills and navigate the
complexities of business English.

Online and Digital Versions

In addition to the print edition, the Collins Cobuild English Language
Dictionary is available in digital formats.

Website and App

- Online Access: The Collins website offers an online version of the
dictionary, which can be accessed from anywhere with an internet connection.
- Mobile Applications: The dictionary is also available as a mobile app,
making it convenient for users to look up words on-the-go.

Features of Digital Versions

The digital versions come with additional features that enhance the user
experience:

- Search Functionality: Users can quickly search for words, phrases, and
examples using a powerful search engine.
- Audio Pronunciations: Many entries include audio pronunciations, allowing
learners to hear how words are pronounced by native speakers.
- Interactive Exercises: Some online versions offer interactive exercises and
quizzes to help reinforce learning.



Impact on Language Learning

The Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary has made a significant impact
on language learning and teaching since its launch.

Promoting Vocabulary Development

- Rich Descriptions: The dictionary's comprehensive definitions and examples
facilitate a deeper understanding of vocabulary.
- Encouraging Usage: By providing contextual examples, learners are more
likely to incorporate new words into their speech and writing.

Supporting Teachers

- Teaching Resource: Teachers can utilize the dictionary to create lesson
plans, vocabulary lists, and exercises tailored to their students' needs.
- Assessment Tool: The dictionary can also be used as a reference during
assessments, helping to clarify word meanings and usage.

Comparisons with Other Dictionaries

While there are many English language dictionaries available, the Collins
Cobuild English Language Dictionary stands out in several ways.

Traditional Dictionaries

- Fewer Examples: Traditional dictionaries often provide shorter definitions
and fewer examples, which may not fully convey the meaning of a word.
- Less Focus on Usage: Many dictionaries prioritize strict definitions over
usage, making it harder for learners to understand how to use words in
context.

Other Learner Dictionaries

- Depth of Information: Compared to other learner dictionaries, Collins
Cobuild offers a greater depth of information, including collocations and
cultural notes.
- Intuitive Format: The format is specifically designed to cater to learners,
making it more accessible than many traditional or academic dictionaries.



Conclusion

In a world where English is increasingly becoming a global lingua franca, the
Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary serves as an essential tool for
learners and educators alike. Its innovative approach to definitions,
emphasis on contextual usage, and user-friendly format have made it a
favorite among those striving to master the English language. Whether used in
print or digital form, the Collins Cobuild dictionary continues to empower
individuals on their journey to becoming fluent English speakers, bridging
the gap between language learning and real-world communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Collins COBUILD English Language
Dictionary?
The Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary is a comprehensive dictionary
designed to help learners of English understand the language through clear
definitions, examples, and usage notes.

How does the Collins COBUILD dictionary differ from
traditional dictionaries?
Unlike traditional dictionaries, the Collins COBUILD dictionary emphasizes
real-world examples and contexts, providing definitions based on actual usage
in contemporary English.

Is the Collins COBUILD dictionary suitable for non-
native speakers?
Yes, the Collins COBUILD dictionary is specifically tailored for non-native
speakers, making it an excellent resource for learners at various levels.

What unique features does the Collins COBUILD
dictionary offer?
It offers features like clear definitions, word frequency information,
example sentences, and usage notes that help users understand how to use
words correctly.

Are there any digital versions of the Collins
COBUILD dictionary available?
Yes, the Collins COBUILD dictionary is available in various digital formats,
including mobile apps and online versions, making it accessible for users on
the go.



Can the Collins COBUILD dictionary help with
academic writing?
Absolutely, the Collins COBUILD dictionary provides essential vocabulary and
examples that can aid in improving clarity and precision in academic writing.

How often is the Collins COBUILD dictionary updated?
The Collins COBUILD dictionary is regularly updated to reflect changes in the
English language and includes new words and phrases that gain popularity.

What age group is the Collins COBUILD dictionary
intended for?
The Collins COBUILD dictionary is suitable for a wide range of age groups,
from school-age learners to adults, providing resources for both beginners
and advanced users.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/26-share/files?trackid=XIQ47-0926&title=haccp-final-exam-answers.pdf

Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary

墨墨背单词有电脑版吗? - 知乎
亲测雷电模拟器4.0运行墨墨背单词可以用电脑键盘。 发音快捷键：ctrl+alt 删除整个单词快捷键：ctrl+backspace 新单词显示答案快捷键：空格或者回车 另外建议将键
盘的del键映射为返回前一单词，空格键映射为发音或显示答案。 雷电模拟器默认dpi好像是280，如果觉得字体太小了，可以把dpi调高些。

Phil Collins - 知乎
菲尔·柯林斯（（Phil Collins，1951年1月30日－）生于伦敦，是当代英国摇滚乐与流行音乐的乐手。 格莱美奖获得者。 身为融合爵士团体Brand X与前卫摇滚团
体Genesis的鼓手及主音歌手。 [1] 菲尔·柯林斯 个人经历 菲尔的打鼓岁月起始于他五岁时的圣诞礼物：一套玩具 ...

use of apostrophe - Collins | WordReference Forums
Jun 28, 2007 · Hi, Could you please advise the correct use of an apostrophe with 'Collins' (if it is
required) in the following sentence. The family name is 'Collins'. "Activities are captured in a plan
that is prepared by a government representative according to how the Collins may wish to proceed."
Thanks

我在网上从国外定了一本Collins的全英词典，但里面部分词却被修 …
这篇文章探讨了Collins全英词典中部分词被修正带涂布遮盖的原因，提出了可能的解释和讨论。

唐宇迪确实是“深度学习领域一线实战专家”吗？ 他的课程值得报名 …
打算上网听听AI培训课，发现“唐宇迪”这个讲师在多家线上培训机构都有开设课程，学员人数众多，“90后计…

汤姆·柯林斯（Tom Collins）与金菲士（Gin Fizz）最大的区别是什 …
Tom Collins 的原始配方使用Old Tom Gin（Gin的一种更甜的变种）这个是核心区别。 另外的小区别是Tom Collins带冰，用12盎司杯；而Gin Fizz不
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带冰，用8盎司杯。 当然现在已经没人在乎这些区别而且酒吧做的也一样。

目前有哪些主流的英语词典派别？它们各属于英国还是美国？ - 知乎
Nov 21, 2013 · 第一次收到邀请... 先说英语词典的分类，也就是楼主口中的“派别” 从英语词典发展史中看，英语词典分成三类： 规范主义， 历史主义 及 描述主义： 规范主
义 其主要观点为： 1）词典的主要任务是建立词的权威，即规范词的拼写、释义和用法。词典编纂者的责任在于扬弃语言中的不妥和谬误 ...

writing for ielts （collins）如何学习好一些? - 知乎
Dec 7, 2020 · writing for ielts （collins）如何学习好一些? 看了好多人都推荐这本书 可是有点一筹莫展不知道如何进行 希望带佬们告知 显示全部 关注者 2

Collins English Dictionary这样的英文母语词典适不适合英文学习？
Jun 6, 2017 · COBUILD整句释义法滥用，满篇的if you blabla，啰嗦的要死。不过好在例句丰富，而例句作为释义的延伸，有助于我们掌握词汇的搭配和用法。这
是母语词典欠缺的。 Collins集团出版的母语词典Collins English Dictionary释义非常不错，缺点是贵，国内没有引进版，不好买 学习者词典中我推荐的是韦氏高阶英
汉 ...

Pronunciation of "o", "ó" and "ô" | WordReference Forums
Mar 28, 2010 · Collins -- "fully revised", "authoritative" and "ideal for home/school/office". How come
all three of them are so misleading? Is there any other Portuguese or any other Brazil the authors
had in mind or did they never learn the language in the first place? Btw, do you know a better
dictionary that is actually correct? And others to stay away from?
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Unlock the power of words with the Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary. Discover how this
essential resource can enhance your language skills today!
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