
Consumer Reports Luggage Buying Guide

Consumer reports luggage buying guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to purchase luggage that
meets their travel needs and preferences. With numerous options available on the market, choosing the right
suitcase or bag can be overwhelming. This guide will provide you with valuable insights into the various types
of luggage, features to consider, and tips on how to make an informed buying decision. Whether you're a
frequent flyer, a casual traveler, or someone planning a special trip, understanding what to look for will
enhance your travel experience.

Types of Luggage

When shopping for luggage, the first step is to understand the different types available. Each type serves a
unique purpose and is designed to cater to various travel styles.

1. Hard-Shell vs. Soft-Sided Luggage

- Hard-Shell Luggage:
- Made from materials like polycarbonate or ABS.
- Offers better protection for fragile items.
- Usually more water-resistant.
- Tends to be heavier and less flexible in packing.

- Soft-Sided Luggage:
- Made from fabric materials such as nylon or polyester.
- More lightweight and flexible, allowing for easier packing of oddly shaped items.
- Often has exterior pockets for additional storage.
- Less protective against impacts.

2. Carry-On vs. Checked Luggage

- Carry-On Luggage:



- Typically measures up to 22 x 14 x 9 inches.
- Fits in the overhead compartment or under the seat.
- Ideal for short trips or as a supplement to checked luggage.
- Saves time at the airport, eliminating the need for baggage claim.

- Checked Luggage:
- Larger and can vary in size (usually 24 inches and up).
- Designed to be checked at the airline counter.
- Suitable for longer trips where more packing space is required.
- Risks of damage or loss during transit.

3. Specialized Luggage

- Garment Bags: Great for business travelers who need to keep suits or dresses wrinkle-free.
- Backpacks and Duffels: Versatile options for various travel activities, including hiking or gym trips.
- Wheeled Luggage: Offers convenience with built-in wheels for easy maneuverability.

Key Features to Consider

Once you've determined the type of luggage you need, consider the following features that can significantly
impact your travel experience.

1. Material Durability

- Fabric: Look for high-denier nylon or polyester for soft-sided luggage, as these materials are typically more
resistant to wear and tear.
- Hard-Shell: Polycarbonate shells are lightweight yet strong, while ABS is heavier but tends to be less
expensive.

2. Weight and Size

- Ensure that your luggage adheres to airline weight restrictions.
- Consider lightweight options to maximize packing capacity without exceeding limits.

3. Security Features

- Locks: Built-in TSA-approved locks are ideal for security during travel.
- Zippers: Look for heavy-duty zippers that are less prone to breakage.
- Anti-theft Technology: Some bags come with RFID-blocking pockets or locking mechanisms.

4. Mobility and Maneuverability

- Wheels: Opt for spinner wheels for 360-degree movement, which makes navigating through busy airports
easier.
- Handles: Consider telescoping handles that can be adjusted for height, as well as built-in side handles for
easy lifting.



5. Organization and Accessibility

- Pockets: Look for multiple compartments to help keep your belongings organized.
- Expandable Zippers: Some luggage features expandable compartments for additional packing space when needed.

Buying Tips

To ensure a successful luggage purchase, keep the following tips in mind:

1. Read Consumer Reviews

- Utilize consumer reports and reviews to gauge overall satisfaction and performance.
- Look for feedback on durability, functionality, and customer service experiences.

2. Check Warranty and Return Policies

- A good warranty can provide peace of mind regarding the quality of your luggage.
- Familiarize yourself with return policies in case the product does not meet your expectations.

3. Compare Prices

- Research prices from various retailers, both online and in-store.
- Consider seasonal sales or discounts to get the best deal.

4. Test Before You Buy

- If possible, visit a store to physically inspect the luggage.
- Test the wheels, handles, and zippers to ensure they operate smoothly.

5. Think Long-Term

- Invest in high-quality luggage that will withstand the rigors of travel over time.
- Consider your travel habits and choose luggage that aligns with your future needs.

Popular Brands and Their Offerings

Several brands are well-known for their high-quality luggage. Here’s a brief overview of some popular options:

1. Samsonite

- Offers a range of hard and soft-sided luggage.



- Known for durability and stylish designs.
- Provides a variety of price points to accommodate different budgets.

2. Travelpro

- Favored by airline professionals for its durability and functionality.
- Known for its innovative designs and organizational features.

3. Away

- Popular for its sleek design and smart features like USB charging ports.
- Offers a lifetime warranty, emphasizing quality.

4. Tumi

- Premium brand known for its luxury luggage.
- Focuses on durability, style, and advanced technology features.

5. Rimowa

- Renowned for its iconic aluminum and polycarbonate luggage.
- Combines luxury with functionality, although at a higher price point.

Conclusion

A comprehensive consumer reports luggage buying guide is invaluable for selecting the right luggage for your
travel needs. By understanding the types of luggage, key features to consider, and practical buying tips, you
can make an informed decision that enhances your travel experience. Whether you prefer hard-shell or soft-
sided, carry-on or checked luggage, investing in the right bag will ensure you travel in style and comfort.
Remember to assess your specific travel habits, read reviews, and compare options to find the perfect luggage
that will serve you well for years to come. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I consider when choosing luggage according to Consumer
Reports?
Consumer Reports recommends considering factors such as size, weight, durability, security features, and ease
of maneuverability when selecting luggage.

How does Consumer Reports test luggage?
Consumer Reports tests luggage by evaluating its durability, ease of use, weight, and performance during
simulated travel conditions, including rolling and handling.



Are hard-shell or soft-shell suitcases better, according to Consumer
Reports?
Consumer Reports states that hard-shell suitcases offer better protection for fragile items, while soft-shell
luggage is often lighter and more expandable, making the choice depend on individual travel needs.

What features should I look for in carry-on luggage?
Look for carry-on luggage that meets airline size regulations, has good organization options, durable wheels,
and a comfortable handle, as highlighted in Consumer Reports.

How important is warranty when buying luggage?
Consumer Reports emphasizes that a good warranty can provide peace of mind and protection against defects,
making it an important consideration in your luggage purchase.

What are some highly-rated luggage brands by Consumer Reports?
Brands like Samsonite, Travelpro, and Briggs & Riley are often highly rated by Consumer Reports for their
quality, durability, and customer satisfaction.

What is the average lifespan of luggage according to Consumer Reports?
Consumer Reports suggests that the average lifespan of luggage can range from 5 to 10 years, depending on
usage, quality, and care.

How can I maintain my luggage to ensure longevity?
To maintain luggage, Consumer Reports advises cleaning it regularly, checking zippers and wheels for
functionality, and storing it in a cool, dry place when not in use.
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为什么直播行业曾经的斗鱼、虎牙、B站、企鹅、熊猫、战旗、龙 …
虎牙另一大主播童锦程，外界也在猜测他停播后又摆烂式直播，很可能也是想脱离虎牙，去抖音直播。 与此同时，8月份旭旭宝宝官宣与斗鱼合同到期，没有续约，未来将到抖音直播。 别忘
…

虎牙怎么进行游戏直播 虎牙怎么开游戏直播间_百度知道
虎牙怎么进行游戏直播 虎牙怎么开游戏直播间1.首先百度搜索并且下载安装“虎牙直播”的客户端。2.点击最下方的“注册账号”来注册一个虎牙账号进行登陆和直播。3.可以分别通过手机号、
账 …

人们为什么会长虎牙？为什么有的人有虎牙，而有的人却没有？
你会问，为什么有的人会长虎牙，而有的人越不长，这是为什么呢？ 什么是虎牙？ 虎牙，又叫犬齿，这些都是它通俗的叫法。 其实，虎牙本正常牙列的一颗，只不过异位萌出，没有长在牙 …

虎牙直播怎么看观看人数 - 百度知道
Mar 15, 2025 · 在虎牙直播上查看观看人数的方法如下： 对于主播： 直播间左侧上方：主播可以在自己直播间的左侧上方找到“粉丝人气”处，这里会显示当前有多少观众在观看直

https://soc.up.edu.ph/33-gist/Book?dataid=dRC21-0982&title=interqual-criteria-neonate.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/14-blur/Book?title=consumer-reports-luggage-buying-guide.pdf&trackid=dNc88-6025


播。 对于游 …

虎牙怎么看回放直播 - 百度知道
Jul 11, 2023 · 虎牙怎么看回放直播虎牙观看回放直播的方法如下：1.首先，打开虎牙直播 APP。 2.在 APP 首页，点击上方的搜索框，输入你想观看的直播间或主播名称
进行搜索。

如何评价虎牙主播卡尔？ - 知乎
原来还将信将疑，现在终于懂了卡导的演技 2020年12月22日的直播，在辛德拉打野局卡尔不慎露出了聊天框，感兴趣的可以看回放，在P3游戏时间4分19秒处。

虎牙直播：主播等级对应经验表？ - 知乎
我原创的图在没打招呼的情况下就被盗了，数据都是我一个个收集陆续花了几周时间，无语。 表格做的容易看偏，每级最后一列数据是升级后的经验，而不是升到这级需要的。 主播等级 对应
…

虎牙天珠的寓意及功效 - 百度知道
虎牙天珠 的寓意及功效： 一、虎牙天珠的寓意 1、平安 虎牙天珠有着平安的寓意，因为其图案为连续的齿纹而得名，所以在 藏传佛教 中，虎牙天珠被视为象征着东方金刚部，具有刚强坚
…

虎牙直播做任务签到怎么做-百度经验
虎牙直播做任务签到怎么做 鲁青42 2023-05-20 1213人看过 虎牙直播做任务签到的步骤如下 品牌型号：小米12 系统版本：MIUI12 软件版本：虎牙直播1.21.2

虎牙石斛是什么 - 百度知道
虎牙石斛是一种原产于 老挝 的石斛种类，因干货型似老虎牙齿，顾统称虎牙石斛，虎牙石斛也叫 米斛，丁条石斛，芽孢石斛，小 铁皮石斛。 石斛功能非常全面，据 《药性论》 记载，具滋阴
…

Cafe Flora - Seattle Vegetarian Restaurant - Brunch, Lunch, Dinner
An inclusive vegetarian restaurant in Seattle with vegan and gluten-free options. Filled with plants
and natural light, it's a brunch and dinner favorite.

Cafe Flora - Seattle, WA
Since opening its doors, Cafe Flora has been at the forefront of utilizing local, organic and
sustainable produce and herbs and building strong and direct relationships with Washington farms.

Cafe Flora - Seattle, WA | Tock
2 days ago · Cafe Flora has been a Seattle institution for over 30 years, capturing the hearts of our
guests with a delicious vegetarian menu that celebrates the bounty of the Pacific …

Cafe Flora, Seattle - Menu, Reviews (815), Photos (136) - Restaurantji
Latest reviews, photos and ratings for Cafe Flora at 2901 E Madison St in Seattle - view the menu,
hours, phone number, address and map.

Caf Flora - Seattle, WA on OpenTable
Dec 17, 2021 · Get menu, photos and location information for Caf Flora in Seattle, WA. Or book now
at one of our other 8460 great restaurants in Seattle.

"Explore our comprehensive Consumer Reports luggage buying guide to find the perfect suitcase for
your travels. Learn more and make informed choices today!"
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