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Complete works of Charles Fort encompass a fascinating collection of writings
that delve into the bizarre, the unexplained, and the often-overlooked
aspects of human experience and scientific inquiry. Fort, an American writer
and researcher, is best known for his unique approach to the anomalies of the
natural world, which he meticulously cataloged in his books and essays. His
works challenge conventional scientific wisdom, inviting readers to consider
the possibility that there is much more to our reality than what is typically
accepted. This article explores the life, themes, and impact of Fort's
complete works, emphasizing his contributions to the fields of anomalous
phenomena and critical thinking.

Who Was Charles Fort?

Charles Fort was born on February 6, 1874, in Albany, New York. He spent much
of his early life in poverty, which greatly influenced his worldview and
writing style. Fort's fascination with the strange and unexplained phenomena
of the world began in earnest during his time working as a reporter for



various newspapers. His career in journalism honed his skills in observation
and skepticism, traits that would later define his literary works.

After moving to New York City in the early 20th century, Fort began to
compile a vast collection of newspaper clippings, scientific articles, and
reports of unexplained phenomena. This collection ultimately formed the
foundation of his published works. Fort's writings are characterized by a
blend of meticulous research, dry humor, and a healthy dose of skepticism
towards established scientific paradigms.

The Major Works of Charles Fort

Charles Fort's complete works can be categorized into several major books,
each contributing to the overarching themes of anomalous phenomena and human
belief systems. The following are his most significant publications:

1. The Book of the Damned (1919)

- Overview: This was Fort's first major work, wherein he presented a
collection of strange occurrences and anomalies that had been ignored or
dismissed by mainstream science.

- Themes: The book discusses various phenomena, including:

- Unexplained rainfalls (e.g., frogs, fish)

- Mysterious lights in the sky

- Spontaneous human combustion

- Impact: "The Book of the Damned" established Fort's reputation as a pioneer
in the field of anomalous studies, challenging readers to reconsider accepted
scientific explanations.

2. Lo! (1931)

- Overview: Fort's second major work, "Lo!" expands upon the themes
introduced in his first book, exploring a wide range of unexplained phenomena
and the implications they hold for our understanding of the universe.

- Key Topics:

- Cryptozoology, including discussions of mythical creatures

- The possibility of extraterrestrial life

- The limitations of human perception and understanding

- Legacy: This book further solidified Fort's position as a critical thinker
and skeptic, inspiring future generations of researchers and writers in the
field of the paranormal.



3. New Lands (1931)

- Overview: In "New Lands," Fort examines the implications of his earlier
works while introducing new discoveries and unexplained phenomena.

- Highlights:

- The concept of "cosmic rays" and their potential effects on the human
experience

- Anomalies associated with the planet Mars

- Significance: Fort's exploration of new scientific ideas, combined with his
skepticism towards established doctrines, demonstrated his belief that
science must remain open to the unknown.

4. The Complete Works of Charles Fort

- Compilation: In 1974, a comprehensive collection of Fort's writings was
published, bringing together all of his major works, essays, and some
previously unpublished material. This collection serves as a vital resource
for those interested in Fort's ideas and the broader implications of his
research.

- Content: The complete works include:

- A1l three of his major books: "The Book of the Damned," "Lo!," and "New
Lands"

- Additional essays and notes that provide insight into Fort's thought
processes and research methods

The Themes of Fort's Works

Charles Fort’s writings are rich with thematic content that invites readers
to explore the intersection between the known and the unknown. Several
recurring themes can be identified throughout his complete works:

1. Anomalies as a Reflection of Human Understanding

Fort believed that the study of anomalies could reveal much about the
limitations of human understanding and the fallibility of scientific inquiry.
He argued that the dismissal of unexplained phenomena reflects a broader
unwillingness to confront the mysteries of existence.

2. Skepticism Towards Scientific Authority

One of Fort's most significant contributions to literature is his critique of
the scientific establishment. He often pointed out that science, while a



valuable tool for understanding the world, can also be dogmatic and resistant
to new ideas. Fort encouraged readers to question scientific authority and
remain open to unconventional explanations.

3. The Interplay Between Science and the
Supernatural

Fort's work often blurred the lines between science and the supernatural. He
posited that many phenomena labeled as "supernatural" could have scientific
explanations that had yet to be discovered. This perspective has resonated
with scholars and enthusiasts of both science and the paranormal.

The Legacy of Charles Fort

Fort’s complete works have had a lasting impact on various fields, including
literature, science, and the study of the unexplained. His writings have
inspired a wide range of individuals, from scientists to writers to
paranormal investigators. Here are some key aspects of Fort's legacy:

1. Influence on Modern Paranormal Research

Many contemporary researchers and investigators credit Fort as a foundational
figure in the study of the paranormal. His methods of cataloging and
analyzing unexplained phenomena laid the groundwork for modern paranormal
investigation techniques.

2. The Birth of Forteanism

The term "Fortean" has emerged to describe the study of anomalies and
unexplained phenomena in honor of Charles Fort. Fortean enthusiasts continue
to explore the ideas he championed, celebrating the unknown and advocating
for a broader understanding of reality.

3. Cultural References and Adaptations

Fort's works have influenced various cultural references, from films to
literature. Writers and filmmakers have drawn inspiration from his ideas,
integrating them into narratives that challenge conventional beliefs about
reality.



Conclusion

The complete works of Charles Fort provide a rich tapestry of thought-
provoking insights that continue to resonate with readers today. His
exploration of anomalies, skepticism towards scientific authority, and
insistence on remaining open to the unknown have made him a pivotal figure in
the study of the unexplained. As society continues to grapple with the
mysteries of existence, Fort's writings serve as a reminder that the quest
for understanding is ongoing, and that the universe may hold secrets yet to
be discovered. Through his legacy, Charles Fort invites us to embrace
curiosity, question the status quo, and explore the uncharted territories of
knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'Complete Works of Charles Fort'?

The 'Complete Works of Charles Fort' is a compilation of the writings of
Charles Fort, an American writer and researcher known for his investigations
into anomalous phenomena and the unexplained. His works challenge
conventional scientific views and explore topics such as UFOs, supernatural
events, and paranormal occurrences.

What themes are prevalent in Charles Fort's
writings?

Charles Fort's writings often explore themes of skepticism towards scientific
authority, the nature of evidence, and the existence of phenomena that defy
conventional explanations. He delves into the mysteries of the universe and
the limitations of human understanding.

How did Charles Fort influence the field of
paranormal research?

Charles Fort is considered a pioneer in the field of anomalous phenomena
research. His critical approach to scientific inquiry and emphasis on
collecting data from various sources laid the groundwork for future
investigations into the paranormal, UFOs, and cryptids.

What is the significance of Fort's book 'The Book of
the Damned'?

'The Book of the Damned' is one of Fort's most famous works, published in
1919. It collects various accounts of unexplained phenomena that have been
dismissed by mainstream science, showcasing Fort's belief that these 'damned’
data points deserve attention and investigation.



What impact did Charles Fort have on modern
conspiracy theories?

Charles Fort's ideas about hidden knowledge and the skepticism of official
narratives have influenced modern conspiracy theories. His work encourages
readers to question the information presented by authorities and consider
alternative explanations for unexplained events.

What is the Fortian philosophy?

The Fortian philosophy is characterized by a critical and often irreverent
approach to science and knowledge. It emphasizes the importance of anomalous
data, challenges the dismissal of outlier phenomena, and promotes the idea
that there is much we do not understand about the universe.

How do contemporary readers view the 'Complete Works
of Charles Fort'?

Contemporary readers view the 'Complete Works of Charles Fort' as both a
historical curiosity and a relevant commentary on the limits of scientific
understanding. His works continue to resonate with those interested in the
unexplained and the boundaries of human knowledge.
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