Commentary On The Of Mark

THE PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY

— A Bible commentary for every day —

Dick France

%2 BRF CENTENARY CLASSICS X

Commentary on the Gospel of Mark is essential for understanding the unique
perspective of the second Gospel in the New Testament. Mark’s Gospel, attributed to John
Mark, is the shortest of the four Gospels and is often considered the most action-oriented.
This article will delve into the key themes, structure, and theological implications found
within Mark's narrative, offering a comprehensive commentary that illuminates its
significance in Christian theology.



Introduction to the Gospel of Mark

The Gospel of Mark is believed to have been written around 65-70 AD, making it one of the
earliest accounts of Jesus' life and ministry. Mark’s audience is thought to be primarily
Gentile Christians, likely located in Rome, which influences the language and themes he
employs. The Gospel begins abruptly with the ministry of John the Baptist and quickly
moves into the actions of Jesus, emphasizing His miracles and authority.

Key Themes in Mark

Mark's Gospel is rich with themes that resonate throughout the text. Here are some of the
most prominent:

The Suffering Servant

One of the central themes in Mark is that of the suffering servant. This concept is rooted
in the Old Testament, particularly in the prophetic writings of Isaiah. Mark presents Jesus
not only as a miracle worker but also as one who suffers for the sake of humanity. Key
passages that illustrate this theme include:

- Mark 8:31: Jesus predicts His suffering, rejection, and death.
- Mark 10:45: Jesus states that He came to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.

The Kingdom of God

Mark frequently mentions the Kingdom of God, emphasizing its nearness and the call for
repentance. This theme is woven throughout the parables and teachings of Jesus, where
He often describes the Kingdom in terms of growth and transformation. Notable
references include:

- Mark 1:15: Jesus begins His ministry by proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom.
- Mark 4:26-29: The parable of the growing seed illustrates the mysterious and inevitable
growth of God's Kingdom.

Discipleship

Discipleship is another critical theme in Mark. The Gospel presents a realistic view of
following Jesus, highlighting both the challenges and the rewards. Mark does not shy away
from showcasing the failures of the disciples, making it relatable for readers. Key
elements include:

- Mark 8:34-38: Jesus calls His followers to take up their cross, signifying the cost of



discipleship.
- Mark 10:17-31: The story of the rich young ruler illustrates the difficulty of prioritizing
the Kingdom over worldly possessions.

Structure of Mark’s Gospel

Understanding the structure of Mark’s Gospel can enhance comprehension of its message.
The Gospel can be divided into several key sections:

1. The Beginning of the Gospel (Mark 1:1-13)

This section introduces John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus, marking the initiation of
Jesus' public ministry.

2. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (Mark 1:14-9:50)

The majority of Mark’s Gospel focuses on Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, where He performs
miracles, teaches in parables, and gathers disciples. This section includes significant
events such as:

- The calling of the first disciples.
- The healing of the sick and possessed.
- The feeding of the 5,000.

3. The Journey to Jerusalem (Mark 10:1-52)

As Jesus moves toward Jerusalem, this section emphasizes His teachings on various topics,
including divorce, wealth, and service. It culminates in the prediction of His death and
resurrection.

4. The Passion Narrative (Mark 11:1-16:8)

This final section details Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, His trial, crucifixion, and
resurrection. It is characterized by intense drama and emotional depth, focusing on the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.

Theological Implications of Mark’s Gospel

Mark’s Gospel has profound theological implications that have influenced Christian



thought and practice. Here are several key areas of impact:

Christology

Mark presents a nuanced Christology, portraying Jesus as both fully divine and fully
human. His actions and teachings reveal His authority over nature, demons, and death,
affirming His identity as the Son of God. The use of the term "Son of Man" in Mark
highlights His humanity while also connecting Him to messianic prophecies.

Ecclesiology

Mark’s depiction of the disciples provides insights into the nature of the Church. The
imperfections and struggles of the disciples reflect the reality of the Christian community.
The call to discipleship emphasizes that following Jesus is a journey marked by challenges,
accountability, and growth.

Eschatology

Mark’s Gospel contains significant eschatological elements, particularly in the Olivet
Discourse (Mark 13), where Jesus speaks about the end times. This discourse encourages
believers to remain vigilant and faithful, reminding readers of the urgency of the Gospel
message.

Conclusion

The Gospel of Mark offers a compelling and action-packed narrative that invites readers to
engage with the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Through its emphasis on suffering, the
Kingdom of God, and discipleship, Mark provides a framework for understanding the
Christian faith. The structure and theological implications of this Gospel continue to
resonate with believers today, making it a vital text for both personal reflection and
communal worship.

In conclusion, a thorough commentary on the Gospel of Mark reveals its depth and
richness, encouraging believers to reflect on their own journeys of faith. As readers
engage with Mark’s account, they are invited to not only witness the life of Jesus but also
to participate in the ongoing story of the Kingdom of God.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main themes explored in the Gospel of
Mark?

The Gospel of Mark explores themes such as the identity of Jesus as the Son of God, the
nature of discipleship, the role of suffering, and the concept of the Kingdom of God.

How does Mark's portrayal of Jesus differ from that of
other Gospel writers?

Mark presents a more human and emotional Jesus, often emphasizing his suffering and the
urgency of his mission, while other Gospels may highlight his divinity and teachings more
prominently.

What significance does the title 'Son of Man' have in
Mark?

The title 'Son of Man' emphasizes Jesus' humanity and his role in fulfilling Old Testament
prophecies, while also hinting at his authority and messianic status.

Why is the concept of secrecy important in Mark's
Gospel?

The concept of secrecy, or the 'Messianic Secret,' highlights how Jesus often instructed
those he healed to keep quiet about his identity, suggesting a complex relationship
between his mission and public perception.

What role do the disciples play in the Gospel of Mark?

The disciples in Mark often serve as a foil to Jesus, illustrating the challenges of faith and
understanding, as they frequently misunderstand his teachings and fail to grasp his true
identity.

How does the ending of Mark differ from the other
Gospels?

The original ending of Mark (16:1-8) is abrupt and leaves the resurrection account open-
ended, which contrasts with the more detailed resurrection narratives found in Matthew,
Luke, and John.

What literary techniques does Mark use to convey his
message?

Mark employs techniques such as immediacy, vivid imagery, and a fast-paced narrative
style, which creates a sense of urgency and engages readers in the unfolding story of
Jesus.

How does Mark address the issue of suffering and



persecution?

Mark addresses suffering and persecution by emphasizing Jesus' own suffering and
encouraging his followers to embrace their trials, suggesting that suffering can lead to
eventual glory.

What is the significance of miracles in the Gospel of
Mark?

Miracles in Mark serve to authenticate Jesus' authority and divine nature, while also
revealing his compassion for those in need, making them central to understanding his
mission.

How does Mark's Gospel reflect the socio-political
context of its time?

Mark's Gospel reflects the socio-political context of a time of persecution for early
Christians, offering hope and encouragement by portraying Jesus as a powerful figure who
confronts oppressive systems.
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