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Comma Splices and How to Fix Them

What is a comma splice?

What's
e A comma sphce 15 when bwo indépendent clauses are wrc}ng?

mcorrectly joined by a comma to make one sentence o a

Examples:
Incormect: He enjoys reading. he doesn’t ke wiiting.
Incormect: | kved the film, it was great
Incormest: Luke lives in Califomia, Emily lives in Kew Yok

How can we fix commas splices?

Method 1; Keep the comma, and add a conjunction (and, but, 5o, or)

Carrect: He enpoys reading, but he doesn't like writing.

Method 2; Change the comma to a semicelon if the two independent clauses are closely
related in thought
Carrect: | loved the film; i was great

Method 3: Make two separate sentences

Cormrect: Luke bves in Calfornia. Emily Ives in New York

Practice: Use any of the above methods to fix the comma splices below.
1 The baby is crying, | think he's hungry.

2 My mam wants to move o Toronto, my dad wants to move 1o Montreal

3 We went to the supermarket, we bouwght bread and cheese

4 They should go to the beach, they could go to the cinerma

5 | get it, you're tired and angry.

Comma splice worksheet with answers is a valuable resource for students, educators, and
anyone looking to improve their understanding of grammar, particularly the use of commas in
English sentences. Comma splices occur when two independent clauses are joined by a comma
without a coordinating conjunction. This article will explore what a comma splice is, why it matters,
and provide a comprehensive worksheet complete with answers to help you practice identifying and
correcting comma splices.



Understanding Comma Splices

A comma splice happens when two independent clauses are incorrectly joined by just a comma. An
independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb and expresses a complete
thought. For example:

- Incorrect: I love to read, I often go to the library.
- Correct: I love to read. I often go to the library.

In the incorrect example, the two independent clauses are connected by a comma, which leads to

confusion for the reader. It is essential to understand how to identify and correct comma splices to
enhance writing clarity and coherence.

Reasons to Avoid Comma Splices

Here are some reasons why avoiding comma splices is crucial for effective writing:
1. Clarity: Comma splices can confuse readers, making it difficult to understand the relationship
between ideas.

2. Professionalism: Correct grammar reflects attention to detail and professionalism in writing.
3. Flow: Well-structured sentences improve the overall flow of writing and enhance readability.

Identifying Comma Splices

To identify a comma splice, look for the following characteristics in a sentence:

- Two independent clauses connected by a comma without a conjunction.
- A lack of proper punctuation to separate the clauses.

Here’s a simple checklist to help you identify comma splices:

e Does the sentence contain two complete thoughts?
¢ Are those thoughts separated only by a comma?

e Is there a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)?

If you answer "yes" to the first two questions and "no" to the last, you have a comma splice.



Correcting Comma Splices

Comma splices can be corrected in several ways:

1. Use a period: Separate the two independent clauses into two sentences.
- Example: I enjoy swimming. It is my favorite summer activity.

2. Use a semicolon: If the independent clauses are closely related, a semicolon can be an appropriate
choice.
- Example: I enjoy swimming; it is my favorite summer activity.

3. Add a coordinating conjunction: Use a conjunction to connect the clauses correctly.
- Example: I enjoy swimming, and it is my favorite summer activity.

4. Use a subordinate clause: Turn one of the independent clauses into a subordinate clause.
- Example: Although I enjoy swimming, it is my favorite summer activity.

Comma Splice Worksheet

Now, let's put your understanding to the test with a worksheet designed to help you identify and
correct comma splices. Below, you will find sentences that contain comma splices. Your task is to
rewrite each sentence correctly.

Worksheet Instructions: Identify the comma splice in each sentence and correct it by using one of
the methods discussed above.

1. I wanted to go for a walk, it was raining outside.

2. She loves to paint, her brother prefers to draw.

3. The movie was fantastic, I can’t wait to see it again.

4. He studied all night, he still didn’t pass the exam.

5. The sun was setting, we decided to take a picture.

6. I have a meeting tomorrow, I need to prepare for it.

7. The concert was sold out, we decided to go to the park instead.
8. You can stay here, you can go home.

9. The cake was delicious, everyone wanted a second slice.

10. We visited the museum, it was closed for renovations.

Answers to the Worksheet

Here are the corrected sentences for the worksheet provided above. Review your answers to see
how well you understand comma splices.

1. I wanted to go for a walk, but it was raining outside.
OR: I wanted to go for a walk. It was raining outside.
OR: It was raining outside; I wanted to go for a walk.



2. She loves to paint, but her brother prefers to draw.
OR: She loves to paint. Her brother prefers to draw.
OR: Her brother prefers to draw; she loves to paint.

3. The movie was fantastic; I can’t wait to see it again.
OR: The movie was fantastic. I can’t wait to see it again.

4. He studied all night, yet he still didn’t pass the exam.
OR: He studied all night. He still didn’t pass the exam.

5. The sun was setting, so we decided to take a picture.
OR: The sun was setting. We decided to take a picture.
OR: We decided to take a picture; the sun was setting.

6. I have a meeting tomorrow; I need to prepare for it.
OR: I have a meeting tomorrow. I need to prepare for it.

7. The concert was sold out, so we decided to go to the park instead.
OR: The concert was sold out. We decided to go to the park instead.
OR: We decided to go to the park instead; the concert was sold out.

8. You can stay here, or you can go home.
OR: You can stay here. You can go home.

9. The cake was delicious; everyone wanted a second slice.
OR: The cake was delicious. Everyone wanted a second slice.

10. We visited the museum, but it was closed for renovations.
OR: We visited the museum. It was closed for renovations.
OR: It was closed for renovations; we visited the museum.

Conclusion

Mastering the rules surrounding comma splices is essential for anyone looking to improve their
writing skills. Using the worksheet provided, you can practice identifying and correcting these
common grammatical errors. By avoiding comma splices, you can enhance the clarity and coherence
of your writing, making it more professional and enjoyable for your readers. Remember, good
writing is not just about what you say; it's also about how you say it. Happy writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a comma splice?

A comma splice occurs when two independent clauses are joined by just a comma without a
coordinating conjunction.



How can I identify a comma splice in my writing?

To identify a comma splice, look for sentences that contain two complete thoughts separated by only
a comma, without conjunctions like 'and’, 'but', or 'or".

What are some common ways to fix a comma splice?

You can fix a comma splice by using a period to separate the clauses, adding a coordinating
conjunction, or using a semicolon.

Are there worksheets available to practice identifying and
correcting comma splices?

Yes, many educational websites provide worksheets specifically designed to help students practice
identifying and correcting comma splices.

What is an example of a sentence with a comma splice?

An example of a comma splice is: 'I enjoy reading, I often visit the library.'

Can you provide an answer key for a comma splice worksheet?

An answer key for a comma splice worksheet would typically include corrected versions of the
sentences that originally contained comma splices.

Why is it important to avoid comma splices in writing?

Avoiding comma splices improves the clarity and readability of writing, ensuring that each sentence
conveys a single complete thought.
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