Complete Works Of Francis Schaeffer

Complete works of Francis Schaeffer encompass a vast array of writings that explore philosophy,
theology, and culture from a Christian perspective. Schaeffer, a theologian, philosopher, and
Presbyterian pastor, is best known for his profound insights into the decline of Western thought and
culture, and his works continue to influence Christian thought today. This article will delve into the
complete works of Francis Schaeffer, examining key themes, notable books, and the lasting impact
of his writings.



Who Was Francis Schaeffer?

Francis Schaeffer (1912-1984) was an American theologian and philosopher who founded the L'Abri
community in Switzerland. His approach combined rigorous scholarship with a pastoral heart,
allowing him to engage deeply with contemporary culture while remaining rooted in biblical truth.
Schaeffer's works often address the intersection of faith and reason, making a case for a
comprehensive Christian worldview.

Key Themes in Schaeffer's Works

Schaeffer's writings cover a range of themes, including:

e The Decline of Western Thought: Schaeffer observed a significant shift in Western
philosophy and culture, arguing that the rejection of absolute truth has led to moral relativism
and chaos.

e The Importance of a Biblical Worldview: He emphasized the necessity of a biblical
framework for understanding reality, urging Christians to engage with the culture critically
and thoughtfully.

e Cultural Engagement: Schaeffer believed that Christians should not retreat from culture but
should engage it with the truth of the Gospel, addressing contemporary issues with a biblical
perspective.

e The Arts and Aesthetics: He explored the role of art and beauty in the Christian life, arguing
that creativity reflects the nature of God.

Notable Works of Francis Schaeffer

Schaeffer's bibliography is extensive, including numerous books, essays, and lectures. Here are
some of his most influential works:

1. The God Who Is There (1968)

In this foundational work, Schaeffer argues for the existence of God and the relevance of Christianity
in a secular age. He examines modern philosophy and culture, making the case that the concept of
the "God who is there" is essential for understanding reality. This book is often regarded as a
starting point for those seeking to grasp Schaeffer's thought.



2. Escape from Reason (1968)

This work addresses the intellectual crisis of the 20th century, highlighting the disconnect between
faith and reason. Schaeffer critiques modern philosophy, particularly existentialism and
postmodernism, and urges readers to recognize the importance of a coherent worldview rooted in
Christian truth.

3. How Should We Then Live? (1976)

Accompanying a documentary series, this book explores the history of Western civilization through a
biblical lens. Schaeffer examines the impact of Christianity on culture, art, and philosophy,
ultimately arguing for the need to return to a biblical foundation in contemporary society.

4. The Complete Works of Francis Schaeffer (1982)

This comprehensive collection includes many of Schaeffer's most important writings. It serves as a
valuable resource for those looking to engage deeply with his thought and offers insights into his
views on theology, philosophy, and culture. The collection includes previously published works along
with some unpublished materials, making it a critical addition to any library interested in Schaeffer's
contributions.

5. A Christian Manifesto (1981)

In this provocative work, Schaeffer calls for a return to a Christian worldview as a response to the
moral and philosophical decline of society. He argues that Christians must take a stand for truth and
justice, engaging in the political sphere while remaining grounded in biblical principles.

The Legacy of Francis Schaeffer

Francis Schaeffer's influence extends beyond his writings. He inspired a generation of Christians to
think critically about their faith and its implications for culture. His establishment of L'Abri, a
community that welcomed seekers and skeptics, became a model for how Christians could engage
with the world around them.

1. Influence on Evangelical Thought

Schaeffer's work helped shape modern evangelical thought, encouraging believers to be more
intellectually engaged and culturally aware. His critique of secularism and moral relativism has
resonated with many who seek to understand the challenges facing Christianity in a post-Christian
society.



2. Cultural Engagement and Activism

Schaeffer’s call for cultural engagement has inspired Christians to become more active in various
spheres, including politics, education, and the arts. His emphasis on applying biblical principles to
contemporary issues has led many to pursue vocations that promote a Christian worldview.

3. Educational Initiatives

Many institutions and organizations have adopted Schaeffer's philosophy in their curricula,
emphasizing the integration of faith and learning. Schools, seminaries, and community organizations
often draw on his insights to encourage students to think critically and engage thoughtfully with
their culture.

Conclusion

The complete works of Francis Schaeffer serve as a significant resource for anyone interested in
understanding the interplay between faith and culture. His writings encourage Christians to engage
with contemporary issues thoughtfully and biblically, challenging them to uphold truth in a world
increasingly driven by relativism. By exploring Schaeffer's insights, readers can gain a deeper
understanding of the challenges facing modern Christianity and the importance of a robust, biblical
worldview. Whether you are a long-time follower of Schaeffer or new to his work, his complete
works remain a treasure trove of wisdom and guidance for navigating the complexities of faith in
today's world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes explored in the complete works of
Francis Schaeffer?

The complete works of Francis Schaeffer explore themes such as the relationship between faith and
reason, the importance of art and culture in Christianity, the decline of Western civilization, and the
necessity of a biblical worldview.

How did Francis Schaeffer influence modern evangelical
thought?

Francis Schaeffer influenced modern evangelical thought by emphasizing the need for Christians to
engage with culture, advocate for a biblical worldview, and address contemporary issues with
philosophical rigor.

What is the significance of Schaeffer's work ‘'The God Who Is



There' within his complete works?

‘The God Who Is There' is significant within Schaeffer's complete works as it lays the foundation for
his argument on the existence of God and the relevance of Christian thought in a secular age.

In what ways did Francis Schaeffer address the issue of art in
his complete works?

Francis Schaeffer addressed the issue of art by advocating for the integration of faith and creativity,
arguing that art should reflect a biblical worldview and can be a powerful means of communication
and cultural engagement.

What role did Schaeffer's 'L'Abri' play in his complete works?

L'Abri played a crucial role in Schaeffer's complete works as a community where people could
explore philosophical and theological questions, exemplifying his belief in the importance of dialogue
and personal interaction in understanding faith.

How are Schaeffer's views on modern philosophy reflected in
his complete works?

Schaeffer's views on modern philosophy are reflected in his complete works through his critique of
existentialism, relativism, and secular humanism, advocating instead for a return to absolute truths
found in scripture.
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