Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing Mack
Wilberg

OXFORD CHURCH .‘L!I'HJ[

4 .

| ] FOUN:
OFEVERY 1 BiEssie

Introduction to "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing is a beloved hymn that has resonated with congregations
across various denominations for generations. Originally penned in the 18th century by Robert
Robinson, this hymn has undergone numerous adaptations and arrangements, one of the most
notable being that by Mack Wilberg. Wilberg's arrangement breathes new life into the timeless lyrics,
making it a favorite in contemporary choral settings and church services alike.



The Origins of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"

The hymn was written in 1758 by Robert Robinson, who, at the time, was a young man reflecting on
his spiritual journey and the grace of God. Robinson's life was marked by a radical transformation; he
had once been part of a gang before experiencing a profound conversion. The lyrics encapsulate his
gratitude for divine guidance and the struggles of maintaining faith.

Structure and Themes

The hymn is structured in several stanzas, each conveying deep theological insights and heartfelt
emotion. Some prominent themes include:

* Grace and Salvation: The hymn opens with a declaration of God’s grace, emphasizing the
blessings bestowed upon believers.

» Guidance: Robinson reflects on the importance of divine guidance in life's journey, symbolized
by the image of a "fount" or spring of living water.

e Human Fragility: The hymn acknowledges the tendency of humans to stray from faith and the
need for constant reminders of God’s love.

* Hope and Redemption: The closing stanzas offer a message of hope and the assurance of
God'’s faithfulness, even amidst trials.

Mack Wilberg's Contribution

Mack Wilberg, renowned for his work as a conductor and composer, has made significant
contributions to choral music, particularly through his arrangements of traditional hymns. His
rendition of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" showcases his ability to blend classic elements with
modern harmonies, making it accessible and appealing to contemporary audiences.

Musical Elements of Wilberg's Arrangement

Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" incorporates several musical
techniques that enhance the hymn's emotional depth:

1. Rich Harmonies: Wilberg uses lush chords that create a warm and inviting sound, allowing the text
to resonate deeply with the listener.

2. Dynamic Contrast: The arrangement features varied dynamics, moving from soft, introspective
passages to powerful climaxes, mirroring the hymn's themes of struggle and triumph.



3. Counterpoint: Wilberg employs counterpoint, weaving multiple vocal lines together. This technique
adds complexity and richness to the texture, drawing listeners into a more immersive experience.

4. Expressive Phrasing: The phrasing in Wilberg's arrangement encourages expressiveness, inviting
performers to convey the hymn's emotional weight.

Performances and Popularity

Since its publication, Wilberg's arrangement has been performed by numerous choirs and ensembles.
It is frequently featured in:

e Church Services: Many congregations incorporate Wilberg's arrangement into their worship
services, appreciating its spiritual depth and beauty.

* Choral Festivals: Wilberg's work is a staple in choral festivals, highlighting the versatility and
artistry of church choirs.

e Recordings: Various professional choirs and ensembles have included this arrangement in
their recordings, further popularizing it among music lovers.

Impact on Worship and Community

Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" has had a profound impact on worship
practices. Its ability to evoke emotion and reflection makes it a powerful tool for congregational
singing. The hymn fosters a sense of community, as worshippers unite in expressing their faith and
gratitude.

Why "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" Matters
Today

In an increasingly secular world, hymns like "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" serve as a reminder
of the enduring power of faith and the importance of spiritual reflection. The themes of grace,
guidance, and redemption are timeless, speaking to the hearts of individuals across generations.

Relevance in Modern Worship

As churches continue to evolve, Wilberg’s arrangement provides a bridge between traditional and
contemporary worship styles. It allows congregations to engage with their heritage while embracing
modern musicality. This balance is crucial in ensuring that hymns remain relevant and resonate with



newer generations of believers.

Conclusion

"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing," particularly in Mack Wilberg's arrangement, stands as a
testament to the power of music in expressing faith and fostering community. The hymn's rich
history, combined with its modern reinterpretations, ensures that it will continue to inspire and uplift
worshippers for years to come. Whether sung in the quiet of a church pew or performed by a grand
choir, this hymn remains a beacon of hope and a reminder of the divine blessings that flow into the
lives of believers every day.

As we reflect on the words and music of this cherished hymn, may we be reminded of the grace that
sustains us and the importance of gathering together in worship and praise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' about?

The hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' expresses themes of gratitude, grace, and the
importance of divine guidance in one's life.

Who is Mack Wilberg?

Mack Wilberg is an American composer and conductor, known for his arrangements and compositions
for choirs, including his work with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

What are some notable features of Mack Wilberg's
arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing'?

Wilberg's arrangement features rich harmonies, dynamic contrasts, and often includes choral textures
that enhance the emotional depth of the hymn.

When did Mack Wilberg create his arrangement of 'Come Thou
Fount of Every Blessing'?

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' was published in the early 2000s
and has been widely performed by choirs.

Where can | listen to Mack Wilberg's version of 'Come Thou
Fount of Every Blessing'?

You can listen to Mack Wilberg's arrangement on various streaming platforms, including YouTube and
music services like Spotify, often performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.



Why is 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' a popular hymn?

The hymn is popular due to its beautiful melody, meaningful lyrics, and its themes of faith, love, and
reliance on God's grace.

What is the historical background of ‘Come Thou Fount of
Every Blessing'?

The hymn was written by Robert Robinson in 1758 and has been a beloved hymn in many Christian
denominations for its heartfelt expression of faith.

Has Mack Wilberg made any other significant contributions to
choral music?

Yes, Mack Wilberg has composed and arranged numerous works for choir, and his contributions have
significantly influenced contemporary choral repertoire.

What instruments are typically involved in Mack Wilberg's
arrangements?

Wilberg's arrangements often include piano, organ, and orchestral accompaniment, enhancing the
choral sound and providing a full musical experience.

How has 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' been used in
modern worship settings?

The hymn is frequently used in church services, weddings, and special events, and its themes
resonate with congregations seeking inspiration and reflection.
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