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In the realm of education, particularly in the field of computer information systems,
students often seek guidance and resources to help them excel in their courses. One such
course, CIS 110 at Central Piedmont Community College (CPCC), is designed to provide
students with foundational knowledge in computer concepts and applications. This article
serves as a comprehensive study guide for CIS 110, offering insights into the course
structure, key topics, study strategies, and available resources.

Course Overview

CIS 110, known as "Introduction to Computers," is an entry-level course that covers
essential computer concepts and practical applications. The primary goal of the course is to
familiarize students with computer hardware, software, and various applications that are
pivotal in today's digital landscape.

Course Objectives

By the end of CIS 110, students should be able to:

1. Understand basic computer hardware components and their functions.



2. Navigate the Windows operating system effectively.
3. Utilize productivity software, including word processors, spreadsheets, and presentation
tools.
4. Recognize the importance of cybersecurity and safe online practices.
5. Develop basic skills in using the Internet for research and communication.

Key Topics Covered in CIS 110

The CIS 110 course encompasses a wide range of topics that build a solid foundation in
computer literacy. Here are some of the key areas of focus:

1. Computer Hardware

Understanding the physical components of a computer is crucial for any student. This
section includes:

- Input devices (e.g., keyboard, mouse)
- Output devices (e.g., monitor, printer)
- Storage devices (e.g., hard drives, SSDs)
- Motherboard and CPU (the brain of the computer)

2. Operating Systems

Students will learn how to operate and manage different operating systems, with a focus
on:

- Windows OS: Navigating the interface, file management, and system settings.
- Basic troubleshooting: Identifying and resolving common issues.

3. Productivity Software

CIS 110 emphasizes the use of key productivity applications. Key software includes:

- Microsoft Word: Document creation, formatting, and editing.
- Microsoft Excel: Spreadsheets, formulas, and data analysis.
- Microsoft PowerPoint: Creating effective presentations.

4. Internet and Web Applications

Students will explore the functionalities of the Internet, including:



- Web browsers: Understanding how to effectively use browsers for research.
- Email applications: Best practices for professional communication.
- Online research: Evaluating sources and conducting effective searches.

5. Cybersecurity Awareness

A critical aspect of computer literacy is understanding cybersecurity. This section covers:

- Common threats: Viruses, phishing, and malware.
- Safe browsing practices: Protecting personal information online.
- Basic protective measures: Using antivirus software and firewalls.

Study Strategies for Success in CIS 110

To excel in CIS 110, students should adopt effective study strategies. Here are some
suggestions:

Review Course Materials Regularly: Regularly revisiting lecture notes, textbooks,1.
and online resources can reinforce learning.

Practice Hands-on Skills: Engage with the software and hardware discussed in2.
class. Create documents, spreadsheets, and presentations to gain practical
experience.

Form Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding. Group3.
discussions and problem-solving can clarify complex topics.

Utilize Online Resources: There are many free online tutorials and videos available4.
that complement the course material. Websites like Khan Academy, Coursera, and
YouTube can be valuable.

Seek Help from Instructors: Do not hesitate to ask questions or seek clarification5.
from instructors during office hours.

Additional Resources

Several resources can assist students in their study and comprehension of CIS 110 topics:

1. Textbooks and Course Materials



Students are typically provided with a syllabus that includes required textbooks and
materials. Some recommended texts may include:

- Computers Are Your Future by Charles S. Parker.
- Microsoft Office 365: A Skills Approach by Corinne Hoisington.

2. Online Learning Platforms

Several platforms offer free or low-cost courses on relevant topics:

- LinkedIn Learning: Offers courses on Microsoft Office applications and computer basics.
- Coursera: Provides a range of courses on IT fundamentals and software applications.

3. CPCC Library and Learning Resources Center

The CPCC library offers access to a wealth of resources, including:

- Textbooks on reserve: Check out required materials for study.
- Online databases: Access academic journals and articles related to computer science.
- Tutoring services: Seek help from peer tutors for one-on-one assistance.

Exam Preparation

As the semester progresses, students should prepare adequately for exams. Here are some
tips for effective exam preparation:

Understand the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the types of questions that1.
will be asked (multiple choice, short answer, practical tasks).

Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying each topic leading up2.
to the exam date.

Take Practice Exams: Utilize any available practice tests to gauge your3.
understanding and identify areas needing improvement.

Review Feedback on Assignments: Pay attention to feedback provided on4.
assignments to understand mistakes and improve.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the CIS 110 study guide CPCC serves as a valuable tool for students
navigating the introductory course on computer information systems. By understanding the
course structure, key topics, study strategies, and available resources, students can
position themselves for success in their academic journey. Emphasizing hands-on practice,
collaboration, and effective study habits will not only enhance learning but also prepare
students for the increasingly technology-driven world. Whether you are a returning student
or new to the field, embracing the knowledge and skills gained in CIS 110 will undoubtedly
serve you well in your future endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are typically covered in the CIS 110 course
at CPCC?
CIS 110 usually covers computer concepts, software applications, and information
technology fundamentals, including operating systems, networking, and basic
programming.

How can I access the CIS 110 study guide for CPCC?
The CIS 110 study guide can typically be accessed through the CPCC online learning
platform, or students can request it from their instructors or academic advisors.

Are there any recommended textbooks for CIS 110 at
CPCC?
Yes, students are often recommended to use textbooks such as 'Computer Concepts' by
Morrison or 'Discovering Computers' as they provide a comprehensive overview of the
course material.

What resources are available for studying for the CIS
110 exam?
Students can utilize online resources such as CPCC's library database, study groups,
practice quizzes, and video tutorials provided by instructors to prepare for the CIS 110
exam.

Is there a final project required in CIS 110 at CPCC?
Yes, CIS 110 typically includes a final project that may involve creating a presentation or a
software application demonstrating the skills learned throughout the course.

What software tools should I familiarize myself with for



CIS 110?
Students should become familiar with Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint),
basic HTML, and possibly introductory programming environments like Python or Java.

How can I improve my performance in CIS 110 at CPCC?
To improve performance, students should attend all classes, participate in discussions,
complete all assignments on time, and seek help from instructors or tutors when needed.
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