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The Circle of the Moon is one of the most popular subclasses for Druids in Dungeons & Dragons,

renowned for its ability to shapeshift into powerful beasts and excel in combat. This guide will provide

a comprehensive overview of the Circle of the Moon Druid, including its features, strategies for

maximizing effectiveness, and tips for role-playing this versatile subclass.

Understanding the Circle of the Moon Druid

The Circle of the Moon Druid is a subclass that emphasizes the druid's unique ability to transform into

animals, known as Wild Shape. While all Druids can shapeshift, Circle of the Moon Druids take this

ability to the next level, allowing them to become stronger and more formidable in battle. They are

often seen as the frontline warriors of the Druid class, capable of holding their own against formidable

foes.



Core Features of the Circle of the Moon

Circle of the Moon Druids gain access to several specific features that enhance their combat

capabilities and shapeshifting potential:

1. Combat Wild Shape: Starting at 2nd level, you can use a bonus action to expend a spell slot to

regain hit points equal to 1d8 per level of the spell slot expended. This feature allows you to remain in

the fight longer, keeping your health up while in beast form.

2. Circle Forms: Also at 2nd level, you gain the ability to transform into more powerful animals. You

can assume the shape of a beast with a challenge rating of 1 (or higher), provided it is not a flying or

swimming beast. This allows you to transform into creatures that can deal significant damage and

endure more hits.

3. Primal Strike: At 6th level, your attacks in beast form count as magical for the purpose of

overcoming resistance and immunity to non-magical attacks and damage. This feature is crucial in

facing foes that have resistance to non-magical attacks.

4. Elemental Wild Shape: At 10th level, you can expend two spell slots simultaneously to transform

into an elemental (air, earth, fire, or water). This feature gives you access to powerful abilities and

resistances, making you a formidable force on the battlefield.

5. Archdruid: At 20th level, you can use your Wild Shape an unlimited number of times. Additionally,

you can ignore the verbal and somatic components of your druid spells, allowing for greater flexibility

in combat.

Choosing the Right Race for Your Circle of the Moon Druid

When creating a Circle of the Moon Druid, the choice of race can significantly impact your character's



effectiveness. Here are some races that synergize well with this subclass:

- Wood Elf: Wood Elves gain a bonus to Dexterity and Wisdom, enhancing both their combat abilities

and spellcasting. Their increased movement speed is also beneficial in combat scenarios.

- Firbolg: Firbolgs receive a Wisdom bonus and have unique abilities, such as the ability to

communicate with plants and animals, which can enhance your role-playing opportunities.

- Human (Variant): Choosing the variant human allows you to gain proficiency in a skill of your choice

and an extra feat at level 1, which can be advantageous for customization.

- Half-Orc: The Half-Orc's increased strength and resilience can complement the Circle of the Moon's

focus on melee combat.

Spell Selection for Circle of the Moon Druids

While Circle of the Moon Druids are primarily focused on melee combat, spellcasting remains a critical

component of their capabilities. Here are some recommended spells to consider:

Recommended Spells

1. Healing Word: A bonus action spell that allows you to heal allies from a distance while you are in

beast form.

2. Entangle: A great control spell that can restrain enemies, allowing you or your allies to gain an

advantage.

3. Goodberry: A simple spell that provides healing and sustenance, which can be useful for short rests.



4. Moonbeam: This spell deals radiant damage and can be very effective against shapechangers and

fiends.

5. Conjure Animals: Summoning creatures to aid you in battle can create opportunities for tactical

advantages.

Combat Strategies for Circle of the Moon Druids

To maximize the effectiveness of your Circle of the Moon Druid, consider the following combat

strategies:

1. Utilize Wild Shape Effectively

Wild Shape is your bread and butter as a Circle of the Moon Druid. Always assess the battlefield and

select a beast form that complements your current situation. For instance, a bear form may be ideal for

dealing damage, while a wolf may be better suited for flanking and providing advantage on attacks.

2. Take Advantage of Combat Wild Shape

Remember to use your bonus action to heal during combat. This allows you to sustain yourself while in

beast form, making you an even more formidable opponent. Don’t hesitate to use spell slots to heal if

the situation calls for it.

3. Coordinate with Your Party

Communicating with your party members about your capabilities can open up new tactical options. For



instance, if you can restrain enemies with spells like Entangle or summon creatures with Conjure

Animals, your allies can take advantage of those situations to deal extra damage.

4. Use Terrain to Your Advantage

As a Druid, you have a natural affinity for the environment. Use the terrain to your advantage, whether

it’s hiding behind cover, using natural obstacles to block enemies, or engaging in guerrilla tactics with

spells.

Role-Playing Your Circle of the Moon Druid

Circle of the Moon Druids often embody the raw power of nature. Here are some tips for role-playing

your character effectively:

- Embrace Nature: Portray your character as deeply connected to the natural world. Use animalistic

behavior and instincts to enhance your interactions.

- Protect the Wild: Consider your motivations for adventuring. Are you seeking to protect nature from

encroachment, or do you have a personal vendetta against a particular foe?

- Animal Companionship: Emphasize your bond with animals. You might have a favorite animal that

you frequently turn into or interact with.

- Circle Rituals: Participate in rituals and ceremonies that honor nature. This can create great role-

playing opportunities and deepen your connection with your character.



Conclusion

The Circle of the Moon Druid is a powerful and versatile subclass that thrives in both combat and role-

playing scenarios. By mastering the art of Wild Shape, selecting the right spells, and engaging with

your party, you can become a key player in any Dungeons & Dragons campaign. Embrace the

strength of nature, and let your Circle of the Moon Druid shine on the battlefield!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of a Circle of the Moon Druid?

The Circle of the Moon Druid specializes in combat and shapeshifting, allowing them to transform into

more powerful beasts earlier than other druids, and gain enhanced abilities in wild shape.

How does Wild Shape function for Circle of the Moon Druids?

Circle of the Moon Druids can use Wild Shape as a bonus action, allowing them to quickly transform

into more powerful creatures, including those with higher hit points and attack damage.

What types of beasts are best for Circle of the Moon Druids to

transform into?

Circle of the Moon Druids should focus on beasts with high hit points and strong attacks, such as

bears, dire wolves, or big cats, to maximize their effectiveness in combat.

What is the significance of the Combat Wild Shape feature?

Combat Wild Shape allows Circle of the Moon Druids to use a spell slot to heal themselves while in

Wild Shape, making them more durable in battle and able to sustain longer fights.



How important is spellcasting for Circle of the Moon Druids?

While Circle of the Moon Druids excel in melee combat, spellcasting remains important for utility,

healing, and crowd control, balancing their role as both a spellcaster and a front-line fighter.

What are some recommended spells for Circle of the Moon Druids?

Recommended spells include healing spells like 'Healing Word', 'Goodberry' for resource management,

and utility spells like 'Entangle' or 'Faerie Fire' to control the battlefield.

How does the Circle of the Moon Druid's playstyle differ from other

druids?

Their playstyle is more aggressive, focusing on tanking and dealing damage through Wild Shape,

whereas other druids might prioritize spellcasting, support, or control.

What is the best way to build a Circle of the Moon Druid?

Focus on maximizing Wisdom for spellcasting, Constitution for survivability, and consider feats like

'War Caster' or 'Tough' to enhance combat effectiveness while in Wild Shape.

What are the level progression milestones for Circle of the Moon

Druids?

Key milestones include acquiring Combat Wild Shape at level 2, Elemental Wild Shape at level 10,

and the ability to transform into creatures with higher CR at higher levels.

Are there any specific races that synergize well with Circle of the

Moon Druids?

Races like Wood Elves or Firbolgs provide useful bonuses to Wisdom and mobility, while races with

bonuses to Constitution, like Tortles, can enhance durability in Wild Shape.
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