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Cognos 10 Framework Manager (FM) is a powerful tool designed for data modeling and report
generation within the IBM Cognos suite. It allows users to create and manage metadata models,
enabling them to build reports and dashboards that provide insights into their data. This user guide
offers a comprehensive overview of the features, functionalities, and best practices associated with
IBM Cognos 10 FM, helping users maximize their productivity and effectiveness.

Overview of Cognos 10 FM

Framework Manager serves as the core component of IBM Cognos BI (Business Intelligence) that
enables users to access, manipulate, and present data from various sources. Whether you are a
beginner or an experienced user, understanding the basics of FM is essential for efficient report
generation.



Key Features

- Data Source Integration: Framework Manager can connect to a variety of data sources, including
relational databases, OLAP sources, and flat files.

- Modeling Capabilities: Users can create complex data models that define relationships between
different data entities.

- User-Friendly Interface: The intuitive interface allows users to easily navigate through data items,
queries, and calculations.

- Security Management: Cognos FM provides robust security features, enabling administrators to
manage user access and permissions.

- Version Control: Users can manage different versions of their models, ensuring that changes are
tracked and previous versions can be restored if necessary.

Getting Started with Cognos 10 FM

Before diving into the functionalities of Cognos 10 FM, it is essential to set up the environment
correctly. This section discusses the initial steps to get started.

Installation Requirements

To install Cognos 10 FM, ensure that your system meets the following prerequisites:

- Operating System: Windows Server or Linux distributions supported by IBM Cognos.

- Database: A supported version of a relational database for data storage.

- Java Runtime Environment: A compatible version of Java must be installed.

- Network Configuration: Ensure proper network settings for database connections and Cognos
services.

Installation Steps

1. Download the Cognos 10 installation package from the official IBM website.

2. Run the installer and follow the prompts.

3. Choose the Framework Manager component during the installation process.

4. Configure the data source connections as per your organization's requirements.

5. Complete the installation and perform a system check to ensure everything is functioning
correctly.

Creating a New Project

Once the installation is complete, users can start creating their first project in Cognos 10 FM.



Steps to Create a New Project

1. Launch Cognos Framework Manager.

2. On the welcome screen, select "New Project."

3. Enter a name for your project and select the appropriate project type.

4. Click "OK" to create the project.

5. Configure the data source by selecting "Data Sources" from the project tree and then "Add Data
Source."

6. Choose the type of data source (e.g., relational, OLAP) and enter the necessary connection details.
7. Once the data source is connected, you can start importing metadata.

Importing Metadata

To build your data model, importing metadata is crucial. Follow these steps:
1. Right-click on the data source in the project tree and select "Import Metadata."
2. Choose the tables or cubes you wish to import.

3. Map the imported items to the appropriate model elements.
4. Review the imported metadata and make any necessary changes.

Building a Data Model

With your metadata in place, the next step is to construct a robust data model.

Creating Relationships

Building relationships is essential for effective data modeling. To define relationships:

1. Navigate to the "Relationships" section in the project tree.

2. Drag and drop the relevant data items to create a relationship.

3. Specify the cardinality (one-to-one, one-to-many) and relationship type (inner join, outer join).
4. Validate the relationships to ensure data integrity.

Creating Calculated Fields

Calculated fields allow users to perform computations on data items. Here’s how to create them:

1. Right-click on the "Data Items" section and select "New Data Item."

2. Enter a name for the calculated field.

3. Use the expression editor to define the calculation using existing data items.
4. Validate the expression to ensure accuracy.



Testing and Publishing the Model

Once the data model is complete, it’s essential to test it before publishing.

Testing the Model

1. Click on the "Test" option in the toolbar.
2. Run queries to ensure that the data model returns the expected results.
3. Debug any issues that arise during testing.

Publishing the Model

To make the model available for reporting, follow these steps:

1. Right-click on the project name in the project tree.

2. Select "Publish" from the context menu.

3. Choose the appropriate publishing options and click "OK."

4. Confirm the successful publication in the Cognos Connection portal.

Best Practices for Using Cognos 10 FM

To optimize your experience with Cognos 10 FM, consider the following best practices:

- Plan Your Model: Before starting, outline the structure of your data model and relationships.

- Use Naming Conventions: Consistent naming helps improve readability and maintainability.

- Document Your Work: Maintain documentation for complex calculations and relationships for
future reference.

- Regularly Backup Your Projects: Implement a version control system to protect against data loss.
- Stay Updated: Keep abreast of IBM Cognos updates and community forums for tips and
troubleshooting.

Conclusion

Cognos 10 Framework Manager is a robust tool that plays a critical role in the data modeling and
reporting process. By following the steps outlined in this user guide, users can effectively create,
manage, and publish data models that drive insightful reporting and analysis. With diligence and
adherence to best practices, organizations can leverage the full potential of Cognos 10 FM to
enhance their business intelligence capabilities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Cognos 10 FM User Guide?

The Cognos 10 FM User Guide provides comprehensive instructions and best practices for using
IBM Cognos Framework Manager, including how to design and manage data models.

How can I install IBM Cognos Framework Manager?

To install IBM Cognos Framework Manager, download the installation package from IBM's website,
run the installer, and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the setup.

What are the key features of Cognos 10 FM?

Key features of Cognos 10 FM include data modeling, metadata management, support for multiple
data sources, and the ability to create reusable query subjects.

How do I create a new model in Cognos Framework Manager?

To create a new model in Cognos Framework Manager, open the application, go to 'File', select
'New', and choose 'Model'. Follow the prompted steps to define your data sources and model
structure.

What file formats can Cognos 10 FM export data to?

Cognos 10 FM allows you to export data to various formats, including Excel, PDF, CSV, and XML,
enabling users to share and analyze data easily.

How can I troubleshoot common issues in Cognos 10 FM?

Common troubleshooting steps include checking the data source connections, reviewing error logs,
ensuring proper permissions are set, and consulting the user guide for specific error messages.

Where can I find additional resources for learning Cognos 10
FM?

Additional resources for learning Cognos 10 FM can be found on IBM's official documentation site,
online forums, video tutorials, and training courses offered by IBM and third-party providers.
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Unlock the full potential of Cognos 10 with our comprehensive FM user guide. Discover how to
enhance your reporting skills today!
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