Cisco Networking Questions And Answers

Intermediate Cisco Networking interview
questions and answers to ask mid-tier network
engineers

IS What is the purpose of HSRP, and how does it work to
provide redundancy in a network?

Can you explain the differences between different types of
network topologies, such as star, ring, and mesh?

How would you configure quality of service (QoS) on a Cisco
device, and why is it important?

What is the function of the Access Control List (ACL) in
network security, and how would you implement one?

Describe the process of configuring and managing a site-to-
site VPN on a Cisco router.

4 adaface

Cisco networking questions and answers are crucial for anyone preparing for a career
in networking, particularly those looking to obtain Cisco certifications such as the CCNA,
CCNP, or CCIE. These questions not only help in understanding the theoretical concepts but
also aid in practical applications of networking principles. In this article, we will explore
various Cisco networking questions, their answers, and the underlying concepts, which will
serve as a valuable resource for networking professionals and students alike.

Understanding Cisco Networking

Cisco is a leading provider of networking hardware, software, and services. To effectively
manage and troubleshoot networks using Cisco equipment, it’s vital to have a solid grasp of
various networking concepts. The following sections will delve into common areas of Cisco
networking, including IP addressing, routing, switching, and security.

1. IP Addressing

IP addressing is fundamental to networking. Every device on a network requires a unique IP
address to communicate. Below are some common questions related to IP addressing:



e What is the difference between IPv4 and IPv6?
e What is a subnet mask?

e How do you calculate the number of hosts in a subnet?

1.1 What is the difference between IPv4 and IPv6?

IPv4 is the fourth version of the Internet Protocol and uses a 32-bit address scheme,
allowing for approximately 4.3 billion unique addresses. In contrast, IPv6 uses a 128-bit
address scheme, accommodating a vastly larger address space—approximately 340
undecillion addresses. The need for IPv6 arose due to the exhaustion of IPv4 addresses.

1.2 What is a subnet mask?

A subnet mask is a 32-bit number that divides an IP address into network and host portions.
It helps to determine which part of the IP address refers to the network and which part
refers to the device on that network. For example, in the IP address 192.168.1.1 with a
subnet mask of 255.255.255.0, the network portion is 192.168.1.0.

1.3 How do you calculate the number of hosts in a subnet?

To calculate the number of hosts in a subnet, use the formula:
\[ \text{Number of Hosts} = 2~ {(32 - \text{Subnet Bits})} - 2 \]

The subtraction of 2 accounts for the network and broadcast addresses, which cannot be
assigned to hosts.

2. Routing

Routing is the process of selecting paths in a network along which to send network traffic.
Here are some frequently asked routing questions:

* What is the purpose of a routing table?

e What is the difference between static and dynamic routing?

e What is OSPF and how does it work?



2.1 What is the purpose of a routing table?

A routing table is a data table stored in a router that contains information about the routes
to particular network destinations. It is used by the router to determine the best path for
forwarding packets. The routing table includes destination addresses, subnet masks, next-
hop addresses, and metric values.

2.2 What is the difference between static and dynamic routing?

Static routing involves manually configuring routes in a router's routing table. It is simple
and requires less processing power but lacks flexibility. Dynamic routing, on the other hand,
uses protocols such as RIP, OSPF, or EIGRP to automatically adjust routes based on current
network conditions. Dynamic routing is more efficient and adaptive but requires more
processing resources and can be more complex to configure.

2.3 What is OSPF and how does it work?

Open Shortest Path First (OSPF) is a link-state routing protocol used for routing IP packets
within a single Autonomous System. OSPF uses a hierarchical network design, dividing
networks into areas. Routers within an area share information about their links and the
state of the network. OSPF chooses the best path based on cost, which is determined by
various factors, including bandwidth.

3. Switching

Switching is a crucial component of network communication. Here are some key questions
in this area:

e What is the function of a switch in a network?

e What are VLANs and their advantages?

e What is Spanning Tree Protocol (STP)? Why is it important?

3.1 What is the function of a switch in a network?

A switch is a network device that connects devices within a Local Area Network (LAN) and
uses MAC addresses to forward data to the correct destination. Unlike hubs, which
broadcast data to all ports, switches intelligently send data only to the specific port of the
intended recipient.



3.2 What are VLANs and their advantages?

Virtual Local Area Networks (VLANs) segment a physical network into multiple logical
networks. This segmentation improves security, reduces broadcast traffic, and enhances
network performance. For instance, different departments within an organization can be
isolated in their own VLANs while still sharing the same physical infrastructure.

3.3 What is Spanning Tree Protocol (STP)? Why is it important?

Spanning Tree Protocol (STP) is a network protocol that ensures a loop-free topology in
Ethernet networks. It prevents broadcast storms by blocking redundant paths in a network.
STP is critical in environments with multiple switches, as it maintains a single active path
while keeping backup paths available in case of a failure.

4. Network Security

Security is an essential aspect of networking. Below are some common security-related
questions:

e What is a firewall, and how does it work?

e What is the purpose of Network Address Translation (NAT)?

e How can you secure a wireless network?

4.1 What is a firewall, and how does it work?

A firewall is a network security device that monitors and controls incoming and outgoing
network traffic based on predetermined security rules. Firewalls can be hardware-based or
software-based and serve as a barrier between trusted internal networks and untrusted
external networks.

4.2 What is the purpose of Network Address Translation (NAT)?

Network Address Translation (NAT) is a method used to remap one IP address space into
another by modifying network address information in the IP packet headers. NAT helps in
conserving global address space by allowing multiple devices on a local network to share a
single public IP address.

4.3 How can you secure a wireless network?

To secure a wireless network, consider the following practices:



1. Use strong encryption protocols (WPA3 is recommended).

2. Change the default SSID and password.

3. Disable broadcasting of the SSID to make the network less visible.
4. Implement MAC address filtering.

5. Regularly update the router’s firmware.

Conclusion

Understanding Cisco networking through questions and answers is vital for both aspiring
network professionals and experienced engineers. The concepts surrounding IP addressing,
routing, switching, and network security are foundational to effective network management
and troubleshooting. By engaging with these questions, individuals can enhance their
knowledge and prepare for certification exams, ensuring they are well-equipped to handle
real-world networking challenges.

As technology continues to evolve, staying updated on the latest Cisco networking
practices will be essential for maintaining a competitive edge in the industry. Whether
preparing for a certification or simply looking to enhance your networking skills, the
questions and answers outlined in this article serve as a solid starting point for your
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of a router in a Cisco
network?

The primary function of a router in a Cisco network is to forward data packets between
different networks by determining the best path for data transmission.

What is the difference between a switch and a hub?

A switch intelligently forwards data only to the device that needs it, whereas a hub
broadcasts data to all devices on the network.

What is VLAN and why is it used?

A VLAN (Virtual Local Area Network) is used to segment a physical network into multiple
logical networks, improving security and reducing broadcast traffic.



What command is used to save the configuration on a
Cisco router?

The command 'write memory' or 'copy running-config startup-config' is used to save the
current configuration on a Cisco router.

What is the purpose of the Spanning Tree Protocol
(STP)?

The Spanning Tree Protocol (STP) is used to prevent loops in network topologies by creating
a loop-free logical topology for Ethernet networks.

What are access control lists (ACLs) in Cisco
networking?

Access Control Lists (ACLs) are used to filter traffic in and out of a network by specifying
which packets are allowed or denied based on IP addresses, protocols, or ports.

What is NAT and how does it work?

NAT (Network Address Translation) is a method used to translate private IP addresses to a
public IP address, allowing multiple devices on a local network to access the internet using
a single IP address.

What is the difference between static and dynamic
routing?

Static routing involves manually configuring routes, while dynamic routing uses protocols to
automatically adjust routes based on network changes.

What is Cisco's proprietary protocol for redundancy in
link aggregation?

Cisco's proprietary protocol for redundancy in link aggregation is called EtherChannel,
which allows multiple physical links to be combined into a single logical link for redundancy
and increased bandwidth.
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