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CISSP Exam Outline 2023: The Certified Information Systems Security Professional
(CISSP) is one of the most recognized and sought-after certifications in the field of
information security. As organizations prioritize cybersecurity due to rising threats, the
demand for certified professionals continues to grow. The CISSP exam assesses a
candidate's knowledge and skills in various domains related to information security, and
staying updated with the exam outline is crucial for potential candidates. In 2023, the
CISSP exam outline has undergone some refinements to better reflect the evolving
landscape of cybersecurity threats and practices. This article delves into the detailed
outline of the CISSP exam for 2023, providing insights into its structure, key domains, and
preparation strategies.



Understanding the CISSP Certification

The CISSP certification is governed by (ISC)², a globally recognized organization
specializing in cybersecurity training and certifications. The certification validates an
individual's ability to effectively design, implement, and manage a best-in-class
cybersecurity program.

Why Obtain CISSP Certification?

- Career Advancement: The CISSP certification can significantly enhance career
opportunities for information security professionals, often leading to higher salaries and
better job positions.
- Industry Recognition: The CISSP is recognized worldwide and signifies a professional's
commitment to the field of cybersecurity.
- Networking Opportunities: Obtaining CISSP opens doors to a vast network of
cybersecurity professionals and (ISC)² members.

CISSP Exam Overview

The CISSP exam is a computer-based test that comprises 100 to 150 multiple-choice
questions. Candidates have three hours to complete the exam, which is designed to
evaluate their understanding of a broad range of security topics.

Exam Format

- Type: Multiple-choice and advanced innovative questions.
- Number of Questions: 100 to 150.
- Duration: 3 hours.
- Passing Score: 700 out of 1000.

Exam Language

The CISSP exam is offered in multiple languages, including English, Spanish, German,
French, Japanese, Portuguese (Brazilian), and Chinese (Simplified).

CISSP Exam Outline 2023

In 2023, the CISSP exam outline is structured around eight key domains, known as the
Common Body of Knowledge (CBK). These domains encompass the fundamental concepts
and principles of information security.



1. Security and Risk Management

This domain covers the foundational concepts of security governance, compliance, and
risk management. Key topics include:

- Security Policies: Understanding and developing security policies and procedures.
- Risk Management: Identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks.
- Compliance: Knowledge of relevant laws, regulations, and frameworks (e.g., GDPR,
HIPAA).
- Security Governance: Establishing a governance framework and security awareness.

2. Asset Security

This domain focuses on the protection of information and assets. Key concepts include:

- Information Classification: Understanding data classification schemes and handling
requirements.
- Data Security Controls: Implementing controls to protect data at rest and in transit.
- Privacy Protection: Managing personal data and privacy requirements.

3. Security Architecture and Engineering

This domain delves into the design and implementation of secure systems. Important areas
include:

- Secure Design Principles: Applying security principles to system designs.
- Security Models: Understanding various security models (e.g., Bell-LaPadula, Biba).
- Cryptography: Implementing cryptographic solutions for confidentiality, integrity, and
authentication.

4. Communication and Network Security

This domain addresses the principles of securing communication and network
infrastructures. Key topics include:

- Network Security: Securing network architectures and services.
- Secure Communication Protocols: Understanding protocols such as TLS, IPsec, and
VPNs.
- Network Attacks: Recognizing and mitigating network threats and vulnerabilities.

5. Identity and Access Management (IAM)

IAM is crucial for ensuring that only authorized users have access to resources. Key



concepts include:

- Access Control Models: Understanding different models (e.g., DAC, MAC, RBAC).
- Authentication Mechanisms: Implementing secure authentication methods (e.g., multi-
factor authentication).
- Identity Lifecycle Management: Managing user identities, roles, and access rights.

6. Security Assessment and Testing

This domain focuses on evaluating security controls and assessing their effectiveness.
Important areas include:

- Security Testing Techniques: Conducting vulnerability assessments and penetration
testing.
- Security Audits: Planning and executing security audits.
- Incident Response Testing: Testing incident response plans and procedures.

7. Security Operations

This domain emphasizes the daily operations and management of security. Key topics
include:

- Operational Security: Implementing and managing operational controls.
- Incident Management: Detecting, responding to, and recovering from security incidents.
- Monitoring and Logging: Establishing logging and monitoring strategies for security
events.

8. Software Development Security

The final domain focuses on incorporating security into the software development
lifecycle. Important concepts include:

- Secure Software Development: Understanding secure coding practices.
- Application Security: Identifying and mitigating application vulnerabilities.
- Development Frameworks: Familiarity with secure development frameworks and
methodologies.

Preparation Strategies for the CISSP Exam

Preparing for the CISSP exam requires a structured approach due to the breadth of
knowledge required. Here are strategies to enhance your preparation:



1. Study Resources

- Official (ISC)² Guide: Utilize the official CISSP study guide and textbooks.
- Online Courses: Enroll in online training programs or boot camps that offer
comprehensive coverage of the exam outline.
- Practice Tests: Take advantage of practice exams to familiarize yourself with the
question format.

2. Study Groups and Forums

- Join Study Groups: Collaborate with others preparing for the CISSP exam to share
knowledge and resources.
- Online Forums: Engage in discussions on platforms like Reddit, LinkedIn, or (ISC)²’s
community forums.

3. Time Management

- Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying each domain, ensuring that
you cover all topics before the exam.
- Regular Reviews: Periodically review previously studied material to reinforce knowledge
retention.

4. Practical Experience

- Hands-On Practice: Gain practical experience through labs, simulations, or real-world
scenarios to apply theoretical knowledge.
- Work Experience: Leverage your professional experience in information security, as it
can greatly enhance your understanding of concepts.

Conclusion

The CISSP Exam Outline 2023 reflects the evolving challenges and needs in the field of
cybersecurity. By understanding the eight domains of knowledge, candidates can better
prepare themselves for the exam and the practicalities of a career in information security.
As the cybersecurity landscape continues to change, staying informed about the exam
structure and focusing on relevant study strategies will be essential for success. Obtaining
the CISSP certification not only enhances individual career prospects but also contributes
to the overall strength of organizations against cyber threats.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main domains covered in the CISSP exam
outline for 2023?
The CISSP exam outline for 2023 covers eight main domains: Security and Risk
Management, Asset Security, Security Architecture and Engineering, Communication and
Network Security, Identity and Access Management, Security Assessment and Testing,
Security Operations, and Software Development Security.

How has the CISSP exam format changed in 2023?
In 2023, the CISSP exam continues to be a computer-based test with a maximum of 150
questions. It remains a mix of multiple-choice and advanced innovative questions, but the
total testing time is now set at 3 hours.

What is the passing score for the CISSP exam in 2023?
The passing score for the CISSP exam in 2023 is 700 out of a possible 1000 points.

Are there any new topics introduced in the CISSP exam
outline for 2023?
Yes, the 2023 CISSP exam outline includes updated topics reflecting the latest trends in
cybersecurity, such as cloud security, risk management frameworks, and privacy
regulations.

What resources are recommended for studying the 2023
CISSP exam outline?
Recommended resources include the official (ISC)² CISSP study guide, online training
courses, practice exams, and participation in study groups or forums focused on the
CISSP.

Is the CISSP exam available in multiple languages in
2023?
Yes, the CISSP exam is available in multiple languages, including English, Spanish,
Portuguese, Japanese, and Simplified Chinese.

What is the significance of the CISSP certification in
2023?
The CISSP certification remains one of the most recognized and respected credentials in
the cybersecurity field, demonstrating an individual's expertise and commitment to the
profession.



How often should candidates review the CISSP exam
outline before taking the exam?
Candidates should review the CISSP exam outline multiple times during their preparation,
ideally aligning their study materials and practice tests to the specific domains outlined in
the 2023 framework.

What is the expected level of experience required to
take the CISSP exam in 2023?
Candidates are expected to have at least five years of cumulative paid work experience in
two or more of the eight CISSP domains. However, a four-year college degree or an
approved credential can waive one year of this experience.
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信息安全圈都在谈论CISP，CISSP,这两者有什么区别呢？ - 知乎
CISSP的过程划分为两个步骤：认证和考试。 通过考试之后，还必须取得第三方的认可才可以最终获得CISSP证书，第三方可以是参考者的雇主、或者是其他已获得认证的专业人士。
注：1）CISSP报考是不需要学历，但如果是本科学历的话可以减免一年的工作经验要求。

CISSP备考大全（完整版） - 知乎
CISSP是国际信息安全专家证书，因为其保罗万象，难度极高，从1994年接入互联网，截止当下2021年12月，近30年，全国只有3000余人通过，以下是每个下班后的夜晚，
备考半年的全部经验总结，保剑锋从磨砺出，梅花香自苦寒来，谨以此文献给曾经不断奋斗的自己～ 不经一番寒彻骨，怎得梅花扑鼻香 ...

CISSP现在在国内是什么情况？ - 知乎
CISSP现在在国内是什么情况？我做了一个知乎live，分享了从备战CISSP到通过考试这半年（2021年）的故事，回顾往事的时候，才发现自己错过了2021年的软考，假如
你35岁以后进国企事业单位，软考就是评职称的关键证书，是吧，每个人都有认识的盲区，进来交个朋友吗？清扫你的 …

信息安全圈都在谈论CISP，CISSP,这两者有什么区别呢？ - 知乎
CISSP即 国际注册信息系统安全专家，是目前全球范围内最权威，最专业，最系统的信息安全认证，CISSP 认证考试由国际信息系统安全认证联盟于1994年推出信息安全认证。

信息安全圈都在谈论CISP，CISSP,这两者有什么区别呢？
CISSP即 国际注册信息系统安全专家，是目前全球范围内最权威，最专业，最系统的信息安全认证，CISSP 认证考试由国际信息系统安全认证联盟于1994年推出信息安全认证。

cissp 和cisp 哪个含金量高？ - 知乎
CISSP和CISP的是有很大区别的，CISSP如果有国外项目的话可以考，CISP是国内的证书，一般政府、银行、事业单位、系统集成的企业都投标都会用到的，在国内的
话CISP考的人会更多，更适用一些。以下对比以下几点的不同 一、发证机关 CISP是中国国家测评中心颁发的证书，CISSP系经国际信息系统安全认证 ...

对于甲方和乙方公司来说，分别是怎么看 …
3、CISSP，CISA如果说在甲方有实际用途的话，是拓宽你的视野，我不相信一个大学毕业生如果直接进甲方公司，会做好安全。 但是你熟读CISSP的话，哪怕只是掌握里面的名
词，没有实际做过，和你沟通安全方面的问题会轻松很多。
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想去考CISSP证书？ - 知乎
CISSP考试形式 CISSP为线下机考，考试结束后当场出成绩，考试时长为6个小时，总计250道题目，总分1000分，700分及以上视为通过。 CISSP考试地点 在中国
大陆地区，（ISC）认证考试均通过PearsonVUE授权本地考试中心进行。

CISSP考试费用多少，怎么报名？ - 知乎
CISSP考试的形式是什么样的？ 在我国CISSP统一采用CAT考试形式（支持中英文对照），时长为3小时，考题数量100-150道（不同考生数量可能不同）。

cisp证书怎么这么贵，考试就一百道选择题？还能每个月考？ - 知乎
正如你所说，CISP每个月都有考试，每个月都可以报名，不过每个地方报名考试时间不同，不过各地CISP考试报名时间都会提前公布，比如2024年1-6月CISP的考试安排
在2023年12月就已经公布了。

WhatsApp Web
Log in to WhatsApp Web for simple, reliable and private messaging on your desktop. Send and
receive messages and files with ease, all for free.

WhatsApp | Mensajería y llamadas gratuitas privadas, seguras y …
Usa WhatsApp Messenger para mantenerte en contacto con amigos y familiares. WhatsApp es
gratuito y permite enviar mensajes y hacer llamadas de manera simple, segura y confiable, y está
disponible en los teléfonos de todo el mundo.

WhatsApp Web - Blog de WhatsApp
Jan 21, 2015 · Today, for the first time, millions of you will have the ability to use WhatsApp on your
web browser. Our web client is simply an extension of your phone: the web browser mirrors
conversations and messages from your mobile device -- this means all …

Descarga WhatsApp para iOS, Mac y PC
Usa WhatsApp en tu navegador. Todas las funciones que te encantan: chats, llamadas, estados,
compartir pantalla y más, en una pantalla más grande con la aplicación WhatsApp para iPad. Recibe
llamadas, comparte pantalla y disfruta de una …

WhatsApp | Secure and Reliable Free Private Messaging and Calling
Use WhatsApp Messenger to stay in touch with friends and family. WhatsApp is free and offers
simple, secure, reliable messaging and calling, available on phones all over the world.

WhatsApp Web - WhatsApp Blog
Jan 21, 2015 · Today, for the first time, millions of you will have the ability to use WhatsApp on your
web browser. Our web client is simply an extension of your phone: the web browser mirrors
conversations and messages from your mobile device -- this means all …

Download WhatsApp for iOS, Mac and PC
Download WhatsApp on your mobile device, tablet or desktop and stay connected with reliable
private messaging and calling. Available on Android, iOS, Mac and Windows.

Iniciar Sesión WhatsApp Web Código QR ️ - Tecnobits
Sep 17, 2023 · WhatsApp Web es una versión web de la popular aplicación de mensajería WhatsApp.
Esta función te permite acceder a tus chats y conversaciones de WhatsApp desde ⁣cualquier
navegador web en tu computadora.

Información acerca de WhatsApp Web
WhatsApp Web te permite enviar mensajes privados desde cualquier navegador de tu escritorio para
mantenerte conectado. Ofrece la comodidad y los beneficios de una pantalla más grande, sin



necesidad de descargar una aplicación de escritorio.

Servicio de ayuda de WhatsApp
Obtén información sobre cómo usar WhatsApp, soluciona un problema u obtén respuestas a tus
preguntas.

"Explore the comprehensive CISSP exam outline 2023 to prepare effectively for your certification.
Learn more about key topics and study tips for success!"
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