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City of Ember Study Guide

The "City of Ember" is a captivating dystopian novel written by Jeanne DuPrau that explores themes
of survival, hope, and the quest for knowledge. Set in a post-apocalyptic underground city where
resources are dwindling, the story follows two young protagonists, Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow,
as they navigate the challenges of their environment and seek a way to save their city. This study
guide aims to provide an overview of the novel's key elements, themes, characters, and discussion
questions to enhance understanding and appreciation for readers.

Overview of the City of Ember

The City of Ember was built as a refuge for humanity after a catastrophic event on the surface. The
citizens of Ember live in a world illuminated by electric lights powered by a generator that is slowly
failing. As the city begins to fall apart, the inhabitants face the imminent threat of darkness and
chaos. The need for a solution becomes urgent as supplies dwindle and the citizens of Ember
become increasingly desperate.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters is essential to grasping the story's depth. The main characters
include:



e Lina Mayfleet: A determined and optimistic girl who aspires to be a messenger. Lina is
resourceful and brave, embodying the spirit of hope in the face of adversity.

e Doon Harrow: Lina's friend who is passionate about fixing the generator and uncovering the
secrets of Ember. He is practical and driven, with a strong sense of responsibility for the city's
future.

e Mayor Cole: The corrupt and inept leader of Ember, who prioritizes his own comfort over the
welfare of the citizens.

e Granny: Lina's grandmother, who is increasingly forgetful and unable to care for herself as
the story progresses.

e Lizzie: Lina's friend who works in the supply store and represents the struggles of the average
citizen in Ember.

Plot Summary

The plot of "City of Ember" unfolds in three acts, each highlighting the protagonists' journey and the
challenges they face.

Act 1: The Dimming Lights

The story begins with Lina receiving the job of a messenger. She enjoys her role, delivering
messages throughout the city and learning about its inhabitants. Meanwhile, Doon is frustrated with
the city's failing infrastructure and the lack of action taken by the leadership. He decides to take
matters into his own hands and seeks to fix the generator.

Act 2: Discovering the Secrets

As Lina explores the city, she discovers evidence of its past and the existence of the "Instructions for
Egress," a document meant to guide the citizens to safety. However, it is damaged, and Lina and
Doon must decipher its meaning. They work together to uncover the truth about Ember and its
origins while facing growing dangers as food and supplies become scarce.

Act 3: The Escape

Lina and Doon finally piece together the clues and understand that the key to survival lies beyond
the city limits. They embark on a perilous journey to find the way out of Ember, confronting
challenges and overcoming obstacles along the way. The climax of the story centers around their
escape and the hope for a brighter future.



Themes

Several themes are woven throughout "City of Ember," enriching its narrative and offering deeper
insights into human behavior and society.

Hope and Despair

One of the most prominent themes is the contrast between hope and despair. The citizens of Ember
are faced with dwindling resources and a failing city, yet characters like Lina and Doon exemplify
the resilience of the human spirit. Their determination to find a better life symbolizes hope in even
the darkest circumstances.

Knowledge and Ignorance

The pursuit of knowledge is another critical theme. The government of Ember has kept vital
information hidden from its citizens, leading to ignorance and fear. Lina and Doon's quest for
answers reflects the importance of education and understanding in overcoming challenges and
making informed decisions.

Community and Isolation

The story also explores the dynamics of community and isolation. While the citizens of Ember are
physically together in a confined space, their isolation from the truth and each other creates a sense
of disconnect. The journey of Lina and Doon highlights the importance of collaboration and trust in
overcoming adversity.

Discussion Questions

To deepen understanding of the novel, consider the following discussion questions:
1. What role does hope play in the lives of Lina and Doon? How do their perspectives differ, and
how do they complement each other?

2. Discuss the significance of the "Instructions for Egress." What does it represent in the context
of the story?

3. How does the author use the setting of Ember to reflect the characters' internal struggles?
4. In what ways does the novel comment on the nature of leadership and governance?

5. What lessons can be drawn from the characters' experiences in relation to real-world



challenges?

Conclusion

The "City of Ember" serves as a powerful allegory for resilience, the quest for knowledge, and the
unyielding hope that defines the human spirit. Through the experiences of Lina and Doon, readers
are invited to reflect on their understanding of community, leadership, and the importance of staying
informed in challenging times. This study guide aims to facilitate deeper engagement with the text,
encouraging readers to explore the rich themes and characters that make "City of Ember" a
memorable and thought-provoking work of literature. Whether used in a classroom setting or for
personal reflection, this guide provides valuable insights into the intricacies of the story and its
enduring relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main setting of 'The City of Ember'?

The main setting of 'The City of Ember' is a post-apocalyptic underground city built to protect its
citizens from a world devastated by disaster.

Who are the two main protagonists in 'The City of Ember'?

The two main protagonists are Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow, who are determined to save their
city from impending darkness.

What is the significance of the 'Instructions for Egress' in the
story?

The 'Instructions for Egress' are a set of important documents that provide clues about how to
escape the city of Ember, which becomes crucial for the characters as they seek a way out.

What challenges do Lina and Doon face in 'The City of Ember'?

Lina and Doon face numerous challenges, including power outages, food shortages, and the struggle
to uncover the truth about their city's failing infrastructure.

How does the theme of hope manifest in 'The City of Ember'?

The theme of hope is evident in Lina's optimism and determination to find a way to save Ember, as
well as Doon's courage to confront the city's problems despite the overwhelming darkness.

What role does the mayor play in 'The City of Ember'?

The mayor of Ember, Mayor Cole, is portrayed as corrupt and self-serving, prioritizing his own
interests over the well-being of the citizens, which exacerbates the city's problems.



What does the light represent in 'The City of Ember'?

Light in 'The City of Ember' symbolizes hope, knowledge, and the possibility of a better future,
contrasting with the darkness of despair and ignorance faced by the citizens.

What is the ultimate fate of the City of Ember by the end of
the story?

By the end of the story, Lina and Doon discover a way out of Ember, leading the citizens to the
surface and a new beginning, symbolizing the triumph of hope over despair.
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