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Cherub Series by Robert Muchamore is a thrilling collection of novels that has captivated young
readers since its inception in the early 2000s. This action-packed series follows the lives of child
agents working for a secret British intelligence agency known as CHERUB, which stands for Children's
High-Risk Unit. The concept of employing children in espionage and undercover work is not only
innovative but also serves as a vehicle for exploring complex themes such as friendship, loyalty, and
the moral implications of espionage. The series has garnered a dedicated fan base and critical
acclaim for its engaging plots, well-rounded characters, and a realistic portrayal of adolescent life.

Overview of the Series

The CHERUB series consists of 12 main books and several short stories, all penned by Robert
Muchamore. The first book, "CHERUB: The Recruit," was published in 2004 and set the stage for the
adventures that would follow. The series is targeted primarily at middle-grade readers, but its themes
and storytelling have attracted a broader audience, including young adults and even adults who enjoy
action and adventure narratives.



Main Themes

The CHERUB series delves into various themes that resonate with its readers. Some of the prominent
themes include:

- Friendship and Teamwork: The characters in the series often rely on each other to overcome
challenges, highlighting the importance of camaraderie and trust.

- Morality and Ethics: The series raises questions about the moral implications of espionage,
particularly when it comes to the use of children in dangerous situations.

- Growing Up: The characters deal with typical adolescent issues, such as family dynamics,
relationships, and the quest for identity, which adds depth to their adventures.

- Courage and Resilience: The protagonists face numerous obstacles, showcasing the importance of
bravery and the ability to bounce back from setbacks.

Character Profiles

The characters in the CHERUB series are diverse, each with unique backgrounds and personalities.
Here are some of the key characters:

James Choke

- The protagonist of the series, James Choke, starts off as a troubled teenager facing a tumultuous
family life.

- He is recruited into CHERUB after demonstrating exceptional skills and potential.

- James's character development throughout the series is significant as he matures from a rebellious
youth into a competent agent.

Lauren Choke

- James's sister, Lauren, is also a key character in the series.

- She is portrayed as intelligent, resourceful, and courageous, often proving to be a valuable asset
during missions.

- Lauren's relationship with her brother is central to the narrative, showcasing the bond between
siblings.

Other Important Characters

- Kyle: A skilled computer hacker and one of James's closest friends at CHERUB.
- Rachael: A tough and resilient agent who plays a crucial role in various missions.
- Mr. Large: The head of CHERUB, who oversees the training and operations of the child agents.



Books in the Cherub Series

The CHERUB series consists of 12 main novels, each contributing to the overarching narrative and
character development. Below is a list of the books in the series:

. The Recruit (2004)

. Maximum Security (2004)
. Class A (2005)

. Maximum Security (2007)
. Mad Dogs (2008)

. Maximum Security (2009)
. Dark Sun (2011)

. The General (2012)

. The Fall (2013)

10. The Kill (2014)

11. The Last Mission (2015)
12. The New Recruits (2018)
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Short Stories and Spin-offs

In addition to the main series, Robert Muchamore has also released several short stories and spin-offs
that provide additional context and depth to the CHERUB universe. These include:

- Cherub: The New Recruits: A short story that introduces new characters and their experiences in
CHERUB.

- Cherub: The Recruit's Handbook: A companion book that offers insights into the training and
operations at CHERUB.

Reception and Impact

The CHERUB series has received positive reviews from both readers and critics alike. It has been
praised for its fast-paced storytelling, relatable characters, and the ability to tackle serious issues in a
manner accessible to young readers. The series has been recognized with several awards, further
solidifying its status in children's literature.

Influence on Young Readers

The impact of the CHERUB series goes beyond mere entertainment. It encourages young readers to
think critically about the world around them, particularly concerning themes of morality and ethics.
The portrayal of child agents working to combat crime resonates with the readers, inspiring them to
consider the roles they can play in their communities.

Moreover, the series promotes reading among young audiences by presenting complex narratives in
an engaging manner. Many readers have reported that the CHERUB series sparked their interest in



reading, leading them to explore other genres and authors.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the CHERUB series by Robert Muchamore stands out as a significant contribution to
children's literature, combining action, adventure, and important life lessons. Through its well-crafted
characters and intricate plots, the series resonates with readers of all ages. As the adventures of
James Choke and his fellow agents continue to unfold, the series remains a beloved choice for those
seeking excitement and thought-provoking themes in their reading journey. With its lasting impact,
the CHERUB series is sure to remain a favorite for years to come, inspiring young minds to embrace
courage, friendship, and the pursuit of justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the Cherub series by Robert
Muchamore?

The Cherub series follows a group of child spies who work for a fictional British intelligence agency
called CHERUB. The agency recruits children aged 10 to 17 to carry out undercover missions,
exploiting their age to gain access to places and people that adults cannot.

How many books are in the Cherub series?

The Cherub series consists of 12 main books, starting with 'The Recruit' and ending with ‘New Guard'.
Additionally, there are several companion novels and spin-offs.

Who is the main character in the Cherub series?

The main character in the early books is James Choke, who is recruited into the CHERUB agency.
Other significant characters include Lauren Adams and Kyle Blueman, who also have their own story
arcs.

What themes are explored in the Cherub series?

The series explores themes such as friendship, loyalty, the moral complexities of espionage,
adolescence, and the challenges of growing up in a world filled with danger and deception.

Is the Cherub series suitable for young readers?

Yes, the Cherub series is aimed at young adult readers and is often recommended for ages 10 and up.
However, it includes mature themes and some violence, so parental guidance may be advisable.

Has the Cherub series been adapted into any other media?

As of now, there has been no official adaptation of the Cherub series into film or television, although
there have been discussions about potential adaptations.



What makes the Cherub series unique compared to other spy
fiction?
The uniqueness of the Cherub series lies in its use of child protagonists who undertake dangerous

missions. The blend of teenage issues with espionage creates a relatable yet thrilling narrative that
appeals to younger readers.

Are there any spin-off series related to Cherub?

Yes, there is a spin-off series called 'Henderson's Boys', which is set during World War Il and follows
the early days of the CHERUB agency and its founders, providing background to the main series.
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