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CLEP and DSST Exams are standardized tests that provide students with the
opportunity to earn college credits by demonstrating their knowledge in
various subjects. These exams are particularly beneficial for non-traditional
students, those looking to accelerate their degree completion, or individuals
seeking to validate their existing knowledge. This article will delve into
the details of CLEP and DSST exams, exploring their purposes, formats,
subjects covered, registration processes, and how they fit into the broader
landscape of education.

What are CLEP and DSST Exams?

The College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) and the DANTES Subject
Standardized Tests (DSST) are both designed to assess college-level knowledge
acquired outside of the traditional classroom setting.

CLEP Overview

CLEP is administered by the College Board and has been a staple in the
American education system since 1967. It allows students to earn college
credit for knowledge they have gained through work experience, independent
study, or other means.

DSST Overview

DSST exams, created by Prometric and originally developed for military
testing, are also used widely in civilian education. They offer a similar
opportunity for students to earn credit for what they already know, covering



a broad range of subjects.

Benefits of Taking CLEP and DSST Exams

Both CLEP and DSST exams offer numerous advantages for students:

- Cost-Effective: These exams are significantly cheaper than traditional
college courses, making them an attractive option for budget-conscious
students.

- Time-Saving: By passing these exams, students can save time by earning
credits without having to attend classes.

- Flexible Scheduling: Students can take these exams at their convenience,
providing flexibility in their education.

- Accelerated Learning: Students can progress through their degree programs
more quickly, allowing them to enter the workforce sooner.

Exam Format and Structure

Understanding the format and structure of CLEP and DSST exams is crucial for
effective preparation.

CLEP Exam Format

- Number of Questions: Most CLEP exams contain approximately 80 questions.
- Time Limit: Students typically have 90 minutes to complete the exam.

- Question Types: The exams consist of multiple-choice questions, with some
exams including an essay section.

DSST Exam Format

- Number of Questions: DSST exams generally consist of 100 questions.

- Time Limit: Students are given 120 minutes to complete the exam.

- Question Types: Like CLEP, DSST exams primarily feature multiple-choice
questions.

Subjects Offered

Both CLEP and DSST exams cover a wide range of subjects, catering to various
academic disciplines.



CLEP Subjects

CLEP offers exams in the following areas:

1. Composition and Literature

Analyzing and interpreting literature
- College composition

2. World Languages

- Spanish

- French

3. History and Social Sciences

- American government

- History of the United States I and II
- Introductory psychology

4. Science and Mathematics

- College algebra

- Biology

5. Business

- Principles of management

- Financial accounting

DSST Subjects

DSST exams cover the following areas:

1. Business

- Business ethics and society

- Principles of finance

2. Humanities

- Introduction to world religions
- Ethics in America

3. Physical Science

- Astronomy

- Principles of physical science
4. Social Science

- Introduction to law enforcement
- Foundations of education

5. Math

- Introduction to statistics

Registration and Testing Process

The process for registering and taking CLEP and DSST exams is generally
straightforward.



Registration for CLEP

1. Create an Account: Students must create an account on the CLEP website.

2. Select an Exam: Choose the exam(s) they wish to take.

3. Pay the Fee: The current fee for a CLEP exam is around $89, in addition to
any institutional fees that may apply.

4. Find a Testing Center: Locate a nearby testing center that offers CLEP
exams.

5. Schedule the Exam: Arrange a convenient date and time for the exam.

Registration for DSST

1. Create an Account: Similar to CLEP, students must create an account on the
DSST website.

2. Choose an Exam: Select the desired exam(s) from the available options.

3. Pay the Fee: The exam fee for DSST is typically around $100, plus
potential institutional fees.

4. Locate a Testing Center: Find a testing center that administers DSST
exams.

5. Schedule the Exam: Set a date and time for the exam.

Preparation for the Exams

Preparing for CLEP and DSST exams requires a strategic approach to study.
Here are some tips to help students succeed:

Study Materials

- Official Resources: Both CLEP and DSST provide official study guides and
sample questions on their websites.

- Textbooks: Using college-level textbooks related to the exam subjects can
provide a solid foundational understanding.

- Online Courses and Tutorials: Many platforms offer free or low-cost courses
that cover CLEP and DSST subjects.

- Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help students become familiar
with the format and timing of the actual tests.

Study Strategies

1. Set a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying to ensure
consistent preparation.
2. Use Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts to reinforce



memory .
3. Join Study Groups: Collaborating with others can provide motivation and
enhance learning through discussion.

4. Stay Healthy: Prioritize sleep, nutrition, and exercise to maintain focus
and energy during study sessions.

How CLEP and DSST Fit into Higher Education

Many colleges and universities recognize CLEP and DSST exams as valid forms
of assessment for credit. However, policies regarding the acceptance of these
credits can vary significantly from one institution to another.

Transfer Credits

- Check Policies: Students should research their institution’s specific
policies on accepting CLEP and DSST credits.

- Consult Advisors: Academic advisors can provide guidance on which exams are
most beneficial for a student’s degree program.

- Maintain Records: Keep copies of exam scores and any correspondence with
institutions regarding credit acceptance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, CLEP and DSST exams present a valuable opportunity for
students to earn college credit for their knowledge and skills. By
understanding the structure, subjects, and preparation strategies for these
exams, students can make informed decisions about their educational pathways.
With the right approach, these exams can significantly enhance the efficiency
and affordability of obtaining a college degree. As education continues to
evolve, CLEP and DSST exams remain relevant tools for students seeking to
maximize their learning and minimize their time spent in the classroom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are CLEP and DSST exams?

CLEP (College-Level Examination Program) and DSST (DANTES Subject
Standardized Tests) are standardized exams that allow students to earn
college credit for knowledge gained outside the classroom.



How many subjects are offered in CLEP and DSST
exams?

CLEP offers 34 different exams across various subjects, while DSST provides
around 30 exams covering a range of disciplines.

What is the typical passing score for CLEP and DSST
exams?

For CLEP exams, the typical passing score is around 50, while for DSST exams,
it varies by subject but generally ranges from 400 to 500.

How can I register for CLEP and DSST exams?

You can register for CLEP exams through the College Board website and for
DSST exams through the Prometric or DANTES websites.

Are CLEP and DSST exams accepted by all colleges?

Not all colleges accept CLEP and DSST exams for credit. It's important to
check with the specific institution's policies regarding credit by
examination.

What study materials are recommended for preparing
for CLEP and DSST exams?

Recommended study materials include official CLEP and DSST study guides,
online courses, practice tests, and resources from libraries or educational
websites.

Can I take CLEP and DSST exams online?

As of now, CLEP exams are offered at authorized test centers, while some DSST
exams can be taken online through remote proctoring.

What is the cost of taking CLEP and DSST exams?

The fee for CLEP exams is typically around $89 per test, while DSST exams
usually cost about $110, but additional fees may apply at testing centers.

How long are CLEP and DSST exam scores valid?

CLEP and DSST exam scores do not expire; however, individual institutions may
have their own policies regarding the acceptance of scores over time.
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Unlock your potential with CLEP and DSST exams! Learn how to earn college credit efficiently and
boost your academic journey. Discover how today!
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