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City of Ember Study Guide TeacherWeb is a valuable resource for educators seeking to enhance their
teaching of the novel "The City of Ember" by Jeanne DuPrau. This post-apocalyptic tale explores
themes of hope, survival, and the importance of knowledge, making it an excellent choice for middle
school and high school curricula. In this article, we will delve into the key elements of the story,
provide discussion questions, and suggest activities that can be utilized in the classroom.

Overview of "The City of Ember"

"The City of Ember" is set in a dark, underground city that was built as a refuge for humanity. The
novel follows two protagonists, Lina Mayfleet and Doon Harrow, as they navigate the challenges of
their crumbling city.

Setting

- The City of Ember is a dystopian society with a failing infrastructure.
- The citizens rely on electricity generated by a massive generator, which is now malfunctioning.
- The environment is dark and filled with uncertainty, reflecting the characters' struggles.



Characters

1. Lina Mayfleet: A resourceful and optimistic girl who dreams of becoming a Messenger.

2. Doon Harrow: A determined boy who wants to save Ember and its citizens from despair.

3. Mayor Cole: The corrupt and incompetent leader of Ember, who prioritizes his own interests over
the city's well-being.

4. Granny: Lina’'s grandmother, who is increasingly forgetful and represents the older generation’s
struggles.

5. Poppy: Lina’s younger sister, symbolizing innocence and the future of Ember.

Themes of the Novel

Understanding the themes in "The City of Ember" helps students to connect with the text on a deeper
level. Key themes include:

Hope and Perseverance

- The characters embody resilience in the face of adversity.
- Lina and Doon’s determination to find a way to save their city exemplifies the human spirit’s
capacity to hope.

Knowledge and Education

- The importance of knowledge is emphasized throughout the book.
- The lack of proper education in Ember leads to ignorance and fear among its citizens.

Corruption and Leadership

- Mayor Cole’s incompetence highlights the dangers of poor leadership.
- The neglect of the city’s infrastructure serves as a warning about the consequences of corruption.

Discussion Questions

Engaging students in discussions can enhance their understanding of the novel. Here are some
thought-provoking questions:

1. What role does hope play in the lives of the characters? How does it influence their actions?

2. How does the author use the setting of Ember to reflect the themes of the story?

3. In what ways do Lina and Doon represent different approaches to problem-solving?

4. Discuss the significance of the "Instructions for Egress" and how it impacts the characters’ journey.



5. How does the author portray the effects of fear and ignorance on the citizens of Ember?

Activities for the Classroom

Incorporating activities into the curriculum can deepen students’ engagement with the text. Consider
the following activities:

Creative Writing

- Encourage students to write a diary entry from the perspective of either Lina or Doon, reflecting
their thoughts and feelings about the challenges they face in Ember.

- Alternatively, students can create a short story about what life might look like for the citizens of
Ember if they were to discover a new source of light.

Group Projects

- Divide students into small groups and assign each group a theme from the novel. Have them create
a visual presentation, including quotes from the text and illustrations that represent their assigned
theme.

- Another option is to have students design a new city that could replace Ember, focusing on
sustainable practices and community governance.

Debate

- Organize a debate on the effectiveness of Mayor Cole’s leadership. Students can take on roles as
different citizens of Ember to argue their perspectives.

- Discuss the ethical implications of keeping knowledge hidden from the public. Should the citizens
have been informed about the city’s deteriorating conditions?

Assessment ldeas

To evaluate students’ understanding of the novel, consider the following assessment methods:

Quizzes and Tests

- Create quizzes that cover key plot points, character traits, and themes. This can include multiple-
choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions.



Essays

- Assign an essay where students analyze a specific theme or character in depth. Encourage them to
use textual evidence to support their arguments.

Presentations

- Have students present their group projects to the class, fostering a collaborative learning
environment. This encourages public speaking and critical thinking skills.

Conclusion

Incorporating the City of Ember Study Guide TeacherWeb into your curriculum can profoundly impact
students' comprehension and engagement with the text. By exploring the rich themes, characters,
and challenges presented in the novel, students will not only gain insights into the story but also
develop critical thinking skills that extend beyond the classroom. Through discussion questions,
creative activities, and diverse assessments, educators can foster a dynamic learning environment
that encourages students to connect with the narrative on multiple levels. "The City of Ember" serves
as a reminder of the importance of hope, knowledge, and the human spirit, making it a timeless piece
of literature that resonates with readers of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The City of Ember'?

The main theme of 'The City of Ember' is the struggle for survival and the importance of hope and
determination in the face of adversity.

Who are the main characters in 'The City of Ember'?

The main characters in 'The City of Ember' are Lina Mayfleet, Doon Harrow, and several supporting
characters including the mayor, and their families.

What challenges do the citizens of Ember face?

The citizens of Ember face challenges such as dwindling resources, failing infrastructure, and a lack of
reliable leadership.

How does Lina's role as a messenger impact the story?

Lina's role as a messenger allows her to gather information and connect with different parts of the
city, driving the plot forward as she seeks a solution to Ember's problems.



What does Doon discover about the power supply in Ember?

Doon discovers that the power supply is failing and that the city's generator is old and in need of
repair, which contributes to the city's dire situation.

What is the significance of the 'Instructions for Egress'?

The 'Instructions for Egress' are a crucial element in the story, as they hold the key to escaping Ember
and finding a way to survive outside the city.

How do the characters in 'The City of Ember' demonstrate
resilience?

The characters, particularly Lina and Doon, demonstrate resilience by not giving up on finding a
solution to their problems and by actively seeking a way to improve their lives.

What role does the government play in the city of Ember?

The government in Ember is portrayed as ineffective and corrupt, contributing to the city's decline
and the citizens' struggles.

How does the setting of Ember influence the narrative?

The setting of Ember, a dark and crumbling underground city, creates a sense of urgency and danger,
influencing the characters' actions and decisions throughout the story.

What lessons can students learn from 'The City of Ember'?

Students can learn about the importance of teamwork, critical thinking, and perseverance, as well as
the value of hope in difficult situations.
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