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Chords to Jar of Hearts Piano are essential for any aspiring pianist looking to cover this emotive and
haunting song by Christina Perri. “Jar of Hearts,” released in 2010, quickly became a favorite due to its
poignant lyrics and memorable melody. This article will delve into the chords used in the song, providing
a comprehensive guide for both beginners and more experienced players. We will explore the song's

structure, the emotional impact of its chords, and tips for playing it effectively on the piano.

Understanding the Song

“Jar of Hearts” is a ballad that deals with themes of heartbreak, self-empowerment, and the struggle to



move on from a past relationship. The song's emotional depth is conveyed not only through its lyrics but
also through its musical composition. The combination of the piano chords and vocal melody creates a

powerful atmosphere that resonates with many listeners.

Song Structure

Before diving into the chords, it’s crucial to understand the structure of the song. “Jar of Hearts” follows a

typical pop ballad format, which can be broken down into the following sections:

1. Intro

2. Verse 1
3. Chorus
4. Verse 2
5. Chorus
6. Bridge
7. Chorus
8. Outro

Each of these sections utilizes specific chord progressions that enhance the emotional narrative of the song.

Chords Used in Jar of Hearts

The chords for “Jar of Hearts” are relatively straightforward, making it accessible for pianists of all skill
levels. The song is typically played in the key of B minor, which gives it a somber and reflective quality.

Below is a list of the primary chords used throughout the song:

- B minor (Bm)
- D major (D)
- G major (G)
- A major (A)

These chords form the backbone of the song, and understanding how they interact is key to playing it
effectively.

Chord Progressions

Each section of the song employs different chord progressions that convey varying emotions. Here’s a

breakdown of the chord progressions used in the main sections:



- Intro:

-Bm-G-D-A

- Verse 1:
-Bm-G-D-A
-Bm-G-D-A

- Chorus:
-G-D-A-Bm
-G-D-A

- Verse 2:
-Bm-G-D-A
-Bm-G-D-A
- Bridge:
-G-A-Bm
-G-A

- Chorus:
-G-D-A-Bm

-G-D-A

- Outro:

-Bm-G-D-A

This combination of chords creates a rich harmonic texture that underlines the lyrical content of the song.

Playing Techniques

When playing “Jar of Hearts” on the piano, several techniques can enhance the performance and bring out

the song's emotional depth.

Use of Dynamics

Dynamics play a vital role in conveying emotion in music. In “Jar of Hearts,” the contrast between soft and

loud passages can significantly impact the listener's experience. Here are some tips:

- Start Soft: Begin the verses softly, allowing the emotional weight of the lyrics to shine through.

- Build Intensity in the Chorus: Gradually increase the volume in the chorus to emphasize the emotional



climax of the song.

- Use Crescendos: Incorporate crescendos to build tension, particularly before key lyrical phrases.

Pedal Use

The sustain pedal is an essential tool for pianists, especially when playing ballads like “Jar of Hearts.” Here’s

how to use it effectively:

- Sustain Notes: Use the pedal to sustain chords and notes, creating a flowing sound that connects the
phrases.

- Pedal Changes: Change the pedal at the beginning of each chord change to avoid clashing notes.

Expressive Playing

Expressiveness in piano playing is achieved through various techniques:

- Variations in Tempo: Slightly vary your tempo to reflect the emotion of the lyrics. For instance, slow
down during poignant moments and speed up during more intense sections.
- Use of Rubato: Rubato allows for a flexible tempo, enhancing emotional delivery. Feel free to stretch or

compress certain notes or phrases as you see fit.

Practice Tips

To master the chords to “Jar of Hearts” on piano, consistent practice is vital. Here are some effective practice

tips:

1. Break It Down: Focus on one section at a time. Master the chords and transitions before moving on to the
next part.

2. Slow Practice: Play the song slowly to ensure accuracy in both chords and rhythm. Gradually increase
the tempo as you become more comfortable.

3. Record Yourself: Recording your practice sessions can provide valuable feedback. Listen for areas that
need improvement.

4. Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome can help you maintain a consistent tempo and improve
your timing.

5. Play Along with the Track: Once you feel confident, try playing along with the original recording. This

will help you get a sense of timing and dynamics.



Conclusion

In conclusion, playing the chords to “Jar of Hearts” on the piano can be a deeply rewarding experience. By
understanding the song's structure, mastering the chord progressions, and employing expressive playing
techniques, you can bring this beautiful ballad to life. Remember, practice is key, and with dedication,
you’ll be able to perform “Jar of Hearts” with the emotional intensity it deserves. Whether you’re playing
for yourself, for friends, or in a public setting, this song is sure to resonate with anyone who hears it. So, sit

down at the piano, embrace the chords, and let the music flow.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are the basic chords for 'Jar of Hearts' on piano?

The basic chords for 'Jar of Hearts' are C, G, Am, and F.

Is there a simplified version of the chords for beginners?

Yes, beginners can use simplified chords such as C, G, Am, and F without complex inversions.

Can I find the sheet music for 'Jar of Hearts' online?

Yes, sheet music for 'Jar of Hearts' can be found on various music websites and platforms like MusicNotes
or Sheet Music Plus.

What key is 'Jar of Hearts' originally composed in?

The original key of 'Jar of Hearts' is in the key of E minor.

Are there any tutorials available for playing 'Jar of Hearts' on piano?

Yes, there are many piano tutorials available on YouTube that provide step-by-step instructions for playing

'Jar of Hearts.'

What is the tempo for 'Jar of Hearts"?

The tempo for 'Jar of Hearts' is approximately 80 BPM (beats per minute).

Can I play 'Jar of Hearts' using just the right hand?

Yes, you can play 'Jar of Hearts' using just the right hand by playing the melody and the chord roots, but

it's recommended to include the left hand for full harmony.
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