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Clybourne Park script is a powerful and thought-provoking play that explores themes of race, real
estate, and the socio-economic dynamics of neighborhoods. Written by Bruce Norris, this Pulitzer
Prize-winning work serves as a sequel to Lorraine Hansberry’s classic play, "A Raisin in the Sun." In
this article, we will delve into the intricacies of the "Clybourne Park" script, examining its context,
themes, characters, and impact on contemporary theatre.

Background and Context

"Clybourne Park" is set in two acts, taking place in the same house in Clybourne Park, a
neighborhood in Chicago, but separated by 50 years. The first act is set in 1959, just as a black
family is about to move into the predominantly white neighborhood, prompting tensions among the



residents. The second act takes place in 2009, when the area is predominantly black and a group of
white developers seeks to tear down the house to build new condominiums.

Connection to "A Raisin in the Sun"

The script of "Clybourne Park" directly responds to the events of "A Raisin in the Sun," highlighting
the racial tensions and conflicts that arise when communities undergo demographic changes. In
Hansberry's play, the Younger family faces opposition from their white neighbors, particularly from
a character named Karl Lindner, who represents the fears of white residents regarding integration.
Norris's script extends this conversation, questioning whether real progress has been made in the 50
years since the Younger family's struggle.

Structure and Format of the Script

The "Clybourne Park" script is structured into two acts, each divided into several scenes that focus
on the interactions among the characters. The dialogue is sharp and often laced with humor, despite
the serious themes tackled throughout the play. The format adheres to traditional playwriting
conventions, including:

1. Character names in bold before dialogue

2. Stage directions italicized

3. Clear scene headings to indicate location and time

This structure not only aids in the clarity of the narrative but also enhances the comedic and tragic
elements of the dialogue.

Key Characters

"Clybourne Park" features a small cast of characters, each representing different perspectives on
race, class, and homeownership. The principal characters include:

¢ Russ and Bev Daldry: The white couple selling their home in 1959, grappling with their own
prejudices and fears.

e Karl Lindner: A representative from the "Clybourne Park Improvement Association," who
embodies the community's resistance to integration.

e Beneatha Younger: The daughter from "A Raisin in the Sun," who is referenced in the play
and represents the aspirations of black families.



¢ Steve and Kathy: The white couple in the 2009 act, who wish to gentrify the neighborhood,
reflecting contemporary issues of urban development.

e Dan and Lena: African American residents who confront the changes in their community in
the second act.

Each character serves to illustrate the complexities of race relations and the impact of gentrification
on communities.

Themes Explored in the Script

The "Clybourne Park" script delves into several poignant themes that resonate with audiences,
including:

1. Race and Identity

The play examines race relations in America, demonstrating how deeply ingrained prejudices can
influence interactions among neighbors. The dialogue often highlights the discomfort surrounding
discussions of race, showcasing how characters navigate their identities amidst societal
expectations.

2. Gentrification and Change

In the 2009 act, the conflict revolves around the desire for development and the consequences it has
on existing communities. Norris critiques the notion of progress, questioning whether it genuinely
benefits the original residents or simply displaces them in favor of wealthier newcomers.

3. The Concept of Home

Homeownership is a central theme throughout the play, representing stability, belonging, and
community. The struggles of the Daldrys in 1959 and the developers in 2009 highlight the emotional
connections people have to their homes and the lengths they will go to protect or change them.

4. Humor in Seriousness

Despite its heavy themes, Norris infuses the script with humor, utilizing wit and irony to engage the
audience. The comedic elements serve to underscore the absurdity of the prejudices and conflicts
portrayed, allowing for a more nuanced exploration of serious issues.



Impact and Reception

Since its debut in 2010, "Clybourne Park" has received critical acclaim and numerous awards,
including the Tony Award for Best Play. It has been staged in various theatres around the world,
sparking discussions about race, community, and the legacy of segregation. The play’s relevance
continues today as cities grapple with gentrification and the complexities of multiculturalism.

Audience Reactions

Audiences have responded to "Clybourne Park" with a mix of laughter and discomfort, often
reflecting on their own experiences with race and community. The play encourages viewers to
confront their biases and consider the implications of their actions within their neighborhoods.

Educational Significance

The "Clybourne Park" script is also significant in an educational context, often being studied in high
school and college theatre courses. It provides a rich text for discussions around race, identity, and

the role of art in social commentary. Teachers and students alike can analyze character motivations,
thematic elements, and the historical context that informs the narrative.

Conclusion

The "Clybourne Park" script stands as a vital contribution to contemporary theatre, challenging
audiences to reflect on their perceptions of race, community, and progress. Bruce Norris's incisive
dialogue and the play's dual-structured narrative create a compelling exploration of issues that
remain pressing in today’s society. As we continue to navigate the complexities of urban life,
"Clybourne Park" serves as a reminder of the ongoing conversations about race and identity that
shape our communities. Through its blend of humor and poignancy, the play invites all of us to
reconsider our roles within our neighborhoods and the legacies we inherit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ‘Clybourne Park' about?

'Clybourne Park' is a play by Bruce Norris that explores themes of race, real estate, and community
dynamics through two acts set in the same house in Chicago, one in the 1950s and the other in the
present day.

Who wrote the script for '‘Clybourne Park'?

The script for 'Clybourne Park' was written by Bruce Norris, who is known for his incisive
exploration of social issues.



What are the main themes addressed in 'Clybourne Park'?

The main themes of 'Clybourne Park' include racial tensions, gentrification, and the shifting nature
of community identity over time.

How does 'Clybourne Park' relate to Lorraine Hansberry's 'A
Raisin in the Sun'?

The play serves as a response to 'A Raisin in the Sun,' particularly addressing the aftermath of the
Younger family's decision to move into a white neighborhood, and the community's reaction to that
change.

Has 'Clybourne Park' won any awards?

'Clybourne Park' won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 2011 and has received several other accolades
for its sharp writing and social commentary.

What is the structure of the 'Clybourne Park' script?

The script is divided into two acts; the first act focuses on the 1950s, while the second act jumps to
the present day, showcasing the same location but with different characters and societal issues.

Are there notable productions of 'Clybourne Park'?

Yes, 'Clybourne Park' has been produced in various prestigious theaters worldwide, including
Broadway, and has been praised for its engaging performances and relevant themes.
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