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Chevy AFM Problem Years have become a significant topic of discussion among truck and
car enthusiasts, especially those who own or plan to purchase a Chevrolet vehicle equipped
with Active Fuel Management (AFM) technology. While AFM aims to improve fuel efficiency
by deactivating half of the engine's cylinders under certain driving conditions, it has also
been associated with a range of issues, particularly in certain model years. This article will
explore the AFM system, highlight the problematic years, discuss the common issues
associated with AFM, and provide insights into potential solutions and alternatives.

Understanding Active Fuel Management (AFM)

Active Fuel Management (AFM) is an innovative technology introduced by General Motors in
the early 2000s. Its primary purpose is to enhance fuel economy without sacrificing
performance. Here’s how it works:

How AFM Works

1. Cylinder Deactivation: AFM allows the engine to deactivate half of its cylinders during
light load conditions, such as highway cruising. For instance, in a V8 engine, four cylinders
will shut off, reducing fuel consumption.

2. Seamless Transition: The transition between V8 and V4 modes is designed to be
seamless, allowing for a smooth driving experience without noticeable performance drops.

3. Fuel Efficiency: The primary goal of AFM is to improve fuel efficiency, which is particularly
beneficial in vehicles that are often driven under light load conditions.



Benefits of AFM

- Improved Fuel Economy: Vehicles equipped with AFM can achieve significant fuel savings,
especially on long highway drives.

- Performance Retention: Drivers can still enjoy the full power of the engine when needed,
as AFM reactivates the cylinders automatically during higher loads.

Chevy AFM Problem Years

Despite the advantages of AFM technology, certain model years have experienced notable
issues. Below is a list of the years that are commonly associated with problems:

. 2007-2013 Chevrolet Silverado

. 2007-2013 GMC Sierra

. 2008-2013 Chevrolet Tahoe

. 2008-2013 GMC Yukon

. 2009-2013 Chevrolet Impala

. 2010-2015 Chevrolet Camaro

. 2014-2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
. 2014-2019 GMC Sierra 1500

o~NOOULEA WN -

Common Issues in Problem Years

The vehicles listed above are notorious for several issues related to the AFM system. Some
of these problems include:

- Oil Consumption: One of the most reported issues is excessive oil consumption. Drivers
have noted that their vehicles can consume oil at an alarming rate, which is often linked to
the AFM system's operation.

- Lifter Failure: AFM relies on hydraulic lifters to deactivate and reactivate cylinders. In
many instances, these lifters can fail, leading to engine noise, performance issues, and
potential engine damage.

- Check Engine Light (CEL): Many drivers report frequent activation of the Check Engine
Light, often due to AFM-related faults. Diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) can indicate
problems with the AFM system or other related components.

- Poor Engine Performance: Some drivers have noted decreased engine performance or
rough idling when the AFM system engages or disengages.

- Increased Emissions: With the AFM system malfunctioning, there can be an increase in
emissions, potentially leading to issues with emissions tests.



Potential Solutions and Workarounds

For those who own vehicles from the aforementioned problem years and are experiencing
AFM-related issues, several solutions can be considered:

1. Disable AFM

- AFM Disabler Devices: Many aftermarket products are available that can deactivate the
AFM system. These devices plug into the vehicle's diagnostic port and prevent the engine
from switching between V8 and V4 modes.

- ECU Reprogramming: Some owners opt to have their engine control units (ECUs)
reprogrammed to disable AFM entirely. This solution often requires professional assistance.

2. Regular Maintenance and Monitoring

- Frequent Oil Changes: Regular oil changes can help mitigate the effects of excessive oil
consumption. Using high-quality synthetic oil may also provide better engine protection.

- Monitor Oil Levels: Keeping a close eye on oil levels is crucial. Regularly checking and
topping off oil can prevent engine damage due to low oil levels.

3. Upgrade Components

- Aftermarket Lifters: If lifter failure is a recurring issue, consider upgrading to high-
performance lifters designed to withstand the demands of AFM.

- Oil Catch Can: Installing an oil catch can can help reduce oil consumption by capturing
excess oil vapor before it enters the engine.

Long-Term Considerations

When considering the long-term implications of owning a vehicle with an AFM system,
especially from the problem years, it’s essential to weigh the benefits and drawbacks:

1. Resale Value

- Market Perception: Vehicles equipped with AFM may have a diminished resale value due
to the stigma associated with the system’s reliability.



- Transparency in Sales: If you decide to sell your vehicle, be transparent about any AFM
issues. Potential buyers may appreciate your honesty.

2. Warranty and Coverage

- Factory Warranty: If your vehicle is still under warranty, many AFM-related issues may be
covered. Check with your dealership for specific coverage details.

- Extended Warranties: Consider purchasing an extended warranty if you're concerned
about potential AFM issues. This can provide peace of mind for future repairs.

Conclusion

In summary, while Chevy AFM problem years have introduced challenges for many
Chevrolet owners, awareness of these issues can help mitigate their impact. Understanding
the AFM system and its common problems can empower drivers to make informed
decisions about maintenance and potential modifications. By taking proactive steps, such
as disabling the AFM system, performing regular maintenance, and upgrading components,
owners can enhance their driving experience and extend the life of their vehicles. Whether
you’'re a current owner or considering a purchase, staying informed about the AFM system
will ultimately lead to better ownership satisfaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What years of Chevy vehicles are most commonly
associated with the AFM problem?

The AFM (Active Fuel Management) problem is most commonly reported in Chevy trucks
and SUVs produced between 2005 and 2014.

What symptoms indicate a potential AFM problem in
Chevy vehicles?

Common symptoms include rough idling, engine stalling, decreased fuel efficiency, and
check engine lights related to misfires.

Can the AFM system be disabled in older Chevy models?

Yes, many owners choose to disable the AFM system using aftermarket tuners or software
solutions to prevent issues associated with it.

What are the long-term effects of ignoring AFM



problems in Chevy vehicles?

Ignoring AFM problems can lead to more severe engine damage, increased oil consumption,
and ultimately costly repairs or engine replacement.

Are there any recalls related to the AFM system in
Chevy vehicles?

As of now, there have been no widespread recalls specifically for the AFM system, but some
models may have recalls for related engine issues.

How can Chevy owners prevent AFM-related issues?

Regular maintenance, using high-quality oil, and considering disabling the AFM system can
help prevent related issues.

What is the cost of repairing AFM issues in Chevy
vehicles?

Repair costs can vary widely, but typical expenses range from $1,000 to $4,000 depending
on the severity of the problem and necessary repairs.

Is the AFM system still used in newer Chevy models?

Yes, newer models still incorporate AFM or similar technology, but some manufacturers
have improved the system to reduce issues.

What engines are known for having AFM issues in
Chevy vehicles?

The 5.3L and 6.0L V8 engines are particularly noted for AFM-related problems, especially in
trucks and SUVs.

Are there specific modifications recommended for
Chevy vehicles with AFM?

Many owners recommend installing a delete kit, using performance tunes, or opting for a
custom engine calibration to avoid AFM issues.
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Discover the Chevy AFM problem years and learn how to identify issues in your vehicle. Don't let
engine troubles catch you off guard—learn more now!
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