
Chicago Bears Uniform History

Chicago Bears uniform history is a rich tapestry that reflects not only the evolution of the team
itself but also the broader changes in American football culture. Established in 1919 and joining the
NFL in 1920, the Bears are one of the oldest and most storied franchises in professional sports. Over
the decades, their uniforms have undergone numerous transformations, each representing a shift in
style, technology, and the team's identity. In this article, we will delve into the various iterations of
the Bears' uniforms, highlighting key changes, influences, and the significance of their design
choices.

Early Years: 1920s to 1930s

The Chicago Bears were originally founded as the Decatur Staleys and donned simple uniforms
featuring dark colors. When the team moved to Chicago in 1921, they adopted the name "Bears,"
and with it came a new uniform style.

Initial Design

- The early uniforms were primarily navy blue and featured a simple design.
- Players wore wool jerseys with a small "Staley" insignia before transitioning to the "Bears" name.
- The team’s first logo was a bear claw, which was eventually phased out.

Introduction of the Orange and Blue

In the mid-1930s, the Bears adopted their iconic navy blue and orange color scheme. The
combination of these colors became synonymous with the team.

- The dark navy blue represented strength and tenacity, while orange symbolized energy and
enthusiasm.
- The 1936 season saw a significant change when the Bears introduced numerals on the jerseys for
better visibility.



Post-War Era: 1940s to 1960s

Following World War II, the Bears’ uniforms continued to evolve, reflecting changes in fashion and
technology.

Classic Look and the 1940s

- The Bears maintained their color scheme and introduced striped sleeves, which became a
distinctive element of their uniforms.
- The 1940s also marked the first time players wore helmets with face masks, leading to changes in
the overall design of the uniforms to accommodate this new gear.

1950s Innovations

During the 1950s, the Bears experimented with materials and styles.

- The use of synthetic materials became more common, leading to lighter and more breathable
uniforms.
- In 1956, the Bears introduced a new logo featuring a “C” for Chicago, which would become one of
the most recognizable symbols in sports.

Modern Era: 1970s to 1990s

The 1970s brought about a new era of football, and the Bears' uniforms reflected the changing
times.

Bold Changes in the 1970s

- The Bears introduced a more streamlined look, eliminating some of the embellishments from
previous decades.
- The famous “GSH” (George S. Halas) patch was added to honor the team founder, a practice that
would later become common in the league.

1985 Super Bowl Season

The 1985 season is often regarded as one of the most iconic in Bears history, and their uniforms
played a significant role in that legacy.

- The Bears wore their home uniforms, with the classic navy blue jerseys and white pants, which
were complemented by their distinctive orange helmets.



- The team’s success that season, culminating in a Super Bowl victory, solidified the uniform's place
in NFL history.

21st Century: 2000s to Present

As the new millennium approached, the Bears remained true to their roots while also embracing
modern design elements.

Revamping Tradition

- In 2000, the Bears introduced new uniforms that paid homage to their past while incorporating
modern materials and technology.
- The navy blue jerseys featured the classic orange numbers and included a more fitted design,
reflecting contemporary trends in athletic wear.

Throwback Uniforms

The Bears have also embraced the trend of throwback uniforms, celebrating their history.

- The 1940s-style uniforms, worn during special games, have become fan favorites and serve as a
reminder of the team’s long-standing traditions.
- These throwbacks often feature the team’s original colors and designs, allowing fans to connect
with the franchise’s storied past.

Uniform Impact and Cultural Significance

The Chicago Bears' uniforms are more than just clothing; they represent the team’s identity and its
connection to the city of Chicago.

Symbol of Identity

- The navy blue and orange colors are now a symbol of pride for Chicagoans and fans around the
world.
- The “C” logo has transcended sports, becoming a recognizable emblem associated with the city
itself.

Influencing Pop Culture

The Bears' uniforms have made a significant impact on pop culture.



- The team’s success in the 1980s, particularly during the Super Bowl XX win, led to a resurgence of
interest in the Bears’ brand.
- The infamous “Super Bowl Shuffle” music video showcased the players in their uniforms, further
solidifying their place in American culture.

Conclusion

The uniform history of the Chicago Bears is an intricate story that mirrors the evolution of the team
and the sport itself. From their early beginnings in the 1920s to their iconic status in the modern
era, the Bears' uniforms have undergone numerous transformations while remaining true to their
roots. As the franchise continues to evolve, fans can look forward to how future uniform designs will
honor the rich history of this storied franchise while embracing the innovations of tomorrow. The
Bears' uniforms will undoubtedly continue to be a source of pride and a symbol of the team's
enduring legacy in the world of professional football.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key design elements of the Chicago Bears'
current uniform?
The current Chicago Bears uniform features a navy blue jersey with orange accents, complemented
by white pants. The team's iconic bear head logo is displayed on the helmet, representing the team's
heritage and identity.

How has the Chicago Bears' uniform evolved over the years?
The Chicago Bears' uniform has undergone several changes since the team's founding in 1919.
Initially, it featured a more traditional look with vertical stripes and lighter colors. Over the decades,
the design shifted to the current navy and orange scheme, with variations in logos and jersey styles
reflecting changing fashion trends in sports uniforms.

When did the Chicago Bears first introduce their iconic 'GSH'
jersey?
The 'GSH' jersey, honoring former Bears coach George Halas, was first introduced in 1994. The
initials 'GSH' are stitched on the sleeve, symbolizing Halas's legacy and contribution to the team.

What significance does the color orange hold in the Chicago
Bears' uniform?
Orange was first introduced as a primary color in the 1930s and has since become a defining
characteristic of the Chicago Bears' identity. The color represents the team's vibrant spirit and has
been a staple in their uniforms, signifying strength and resilience.



Have the Chicago Bears ever used alternate uniforms, and if
so, what do they look like?
Yes, the Chicago Bears have used alternate uniforms in various seasons, including a throwback
uniform that emulates the style from the 1940s. These alternates often feature simpler designs with
classic elements like stripes and retro logos, celebrating the team's rich history.
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