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Flat towing, also known as dinghy towing, is a popular method for towing a
vehicle behind a recreational vehicle (RV) or another vehicle. This technique
allows you to bring your car along for the ride without the hassle of a
trailer. When it comes to flat towing, Chevrolet offers a range of vehicles
that are suitable for this purpose. This guide will provide you with detailed
information on flat towing your Chevrolet vehicle, including preparation
steps, necessary equipment, and best practices to ensure a safe and efficient
towing experience.

Understanding Flat Towing

Flat towing involves attaching a vehicle to another vehicle so that it rolls
on its wheels while being towed. This method is advantageous because it
requires less space than a trailer and can be easier to manage. However, not
all vehicles are designed for flat towing, and it is crucial to understand
which Chevrolet models can safely be towed in this manner.

Benefits of Flat Towing

1. Convenience: Flat towing is straightforward and can be accomplished
quickly, allowing you to spend more time enjoying your trip.

2. Reduced Wear and Tear: Unlike towing with a trailer, flat towing minimizes
wear on the vehicle being towed, as it maintains its natural driving



position.

3. Easy Maneuverability: Towing a vehicle flat makes it easier to navigate
tight spaces and parking areas, which is a significant advantage for RV
users.

4. Improved Fuel Efficiency: When towing a vehicle flat, you may experience
less drag compared to towing it on a trailer, potentially improving fuel
economy.

Chevrolet Models Suitable for Flat Towing

Not every Chevrolet model is designed for flat towing. Here’'s a list of some
popular Chevrolet vehicles that can be safely flat towed:

1. Chevrolet Equinox: All-wheel-drive models can be flat towed, but ensure
the transfer case is in neutral.

2. Chevrolet Traverse: The Traverse is suitable for flat towing, provided you
follow the proper procedures.

3. Chevrolet Colorado: The Colorado can be flat towed, but only with the
correct configurations.

4. Chevrolet Blazer: Certain models of the Blazer can be flat towed with
specific preparations.

5. Chevrolet Spark: The Spark is a lightweight vehicle that can be easily
towed flat.

Always consult your owner’s manual for specific towing instructions and
requirements for your model.

Preparation for Flat Towing

Before you hit the road, proper preparation is essential to ensure a safe
towing experience. Here’s a breakdown of the necessary steps:

1. Check Vehicle Compatibility

- Review the owner's manual to confirm that your Chevrolet model is suitable
for flat towing.
- Look for any specific restrictions or requirements related to your model.

2. Gather Necessary Equipment

To flat tow your Chevrolet vehicle, you will need the following equipment:

- Tow Bar: A tow bar connects the towed vehicle to the towing vehicle. Ensure



that it is rated for the weight of your Chevrolet.

- Base Plates: These are mounted to the frame of the vehicle and provide
attachment points for the tow bar.

- Safety Chains: Always use safety chains as a backup connection between the
two vehicles.

- Tow Lights: It is essential to have functioning lights on the towed
vehicle, either through a wiring harness or magnetic lights.

- Braking System: Some states require towed vehicles to have a supplemental
braking system for safety.

3. Prepare the Vehicle for Towing

Follow these steps to prepare your Chevrolet for flat towing:

- Check Fluid Levels: Ensure that all fluid levels (engine o0il, transmission
fluid, coolant, etc.) are topped off.

- Inspect Tires: Check tire pressure and tread depth to ensure safe towing.
- Remove Any Accessories: Take off any loose accessories that could become
detached while towing.

- Set Up the Vehicle: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to set your
vehicle in the appropriate mode for towing, which typically involves putting
the transmission in neutral and turning off the ignition.

Flat Towing Procedures

Once you have prepared your vehicle, it is time to hit the road. Here are the
steps to follow while flat towing your Chevrolet:

1. Attach the Tow Bar

- Align the tow bar with the base plates on your Chevrolet.
- Securely attach the tow bar and check that all connections are tight.

2. Connect Safety Chains

- Cross the safety chains beneath the tow bar and connect them to the frame
of both vehicles.

- Ensure that there is enough slack for turns but not so much that they drag
on the ground.



3. Connect Tow Lights

- Install the tow lights according to the instructions provided with the
lighting system.
- Test the lights to ensure they work correctly.

4. Final Checks

- Double-check all connections and ensure that the vehicle is properly set up
for towing.

- Make sure that the vehicle being towed is in neutral and the ignition is
off.

Driving While Towing

Driving while flat towing requires extra attention. Here are some important
considerations:

- Speed Limits: Maintain a moderate speed and adhere to local speed limits
for towing.

- Braking Distance: Increase your following distance, as stopping will take
longer with a towed vehicle.

- Turning: Make wider turns to accommodate the length of the towed vehicle
and prevent any jackknifing.

- Routine Checks: Periodically check the connections and lights during your
trip to ensure everything remains secure.

Post-Towing Procedures

After you reach your destination, you'll need to properly disconnect the
towed vehicle:

1. Turn Off the Tow Lights: If you used a temporary lighting solution,
disconnect it.

2. Remove Safety Chains: Detach the safety chains from both vehicles.

3. Unhook the Tow Bar: Carefully detach the tow bar from the base plates.
4. Check the Vehicle: Inspect the towed vehicle for any signs of wear or
damage.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

To ensure a safe and successful flat towing experience, avoid the following



common mistakes:

- Neglecting the Owner’s Manual: Always refer to the owner’s manual for
specific towing requirements for your model.

- Inadequate Equipment: Using equipment that is not rated for your vehicle's
weight can lead to dangerous situations.

- Not Performing Regular Checks: Failing to check connections and equipment
can result in accidents.

- Ignoring State Laws: Be aware of towing laws in different states, as
requirements can vary significantly.

Conclusion

Flat towing a Chevrolet vehicle can greatly enhance your travel experience,
providing convenience and flexibility. By understanding the necessary
preparations, equipment, and procedures, you can ensure a safe journey for
both your towing vehicle and the car being towed. Always remember to consult
your vehicle’'s owner’s manual and follow best practices to make the most of
your flat towing adventures. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is flat towing and how does it apply to
Chevrolet vehicles?

Flat towing, also known as dinghy towing, involves towing a vehicle with all
four wheels on the ground. Many Chevrolet vehicles are designed to be flat
towed, allowing owners to easily transport them behind RVs or other vehicles.

Which Chevrolet models are recommended for flat
towing?

Popular Chevrolet models recommended for flat towing include the Chevy
Equinox, Traverse, Colorado, and Silverado. Always consult the owner's manual
for specific towing guidelines for each model.

What equipment is needed for flat towing a
Chevrolet?

Essential equipment for flat towing a Chevrolet includes a tow bar, safety
cables, a tow brake system (if required), and a base plate compatible with
your vehicle model.



Are there any specific preparations needed before
flat towing a Chevrolet?

Yes, preparations include ensuring the vehicle is in neutral, the parking
brake is disengaged, and confirming that the transmission is set according to
the manufacturer’s instructions.

Can you flat tow a Chevrolet with an automatic
transmission?

Yes, many Chevrolet models with automatic transmissions can be flat towed,
but it’'s crucial to check the owner's manual for specific instructions and
any necessary modifications.

What are the potential risks of flat towing a
Chevrolet?

Potential risks include transmission damage if the vehicle is not properly
prepared for towing, loss of control if the towing equipment is not correctly
installed, and increased wear on the towed vehicle's tires.

How can I determine the towing capacity of my
Chevrolet vehicle?

Towing capacity can be found in the owner’s manual or on the manufacturer’s
website. It is important to ensure that the combined weight of the towed
vehicle and cargo does not exceed this capacity.

Do I need a special license to flat tow a Chevrolet?

Generally, a special license is not required for flat towing; however, it’s
essential to check local laws and regulations regarding towing vehicles, as
they may vary by state or region.

What maintenance should be performed on a Chevrolet
before flat towing?

Before flat towing, ensure that all fluids are at proper levels, tires are
properly inflated, and the battery is fully charged. Regular maintenance
checks are also recommended.

Where can I find a comprehensive flat towing guide
for Chevrolet vehicles?

A comprehensive flat towing guide can be found in the vehicle’s owner’s
manual, on the Chevrolet website, or through authorized Chevrolet
dealerships.
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