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Cody, Wyoming, a gateway to the breathtaking landscapes of Yellowstone
National Park, is a destination steeped in history and adventure. Founded in
1896 by the legendary Buffalo Bill Cody, this charming town offers a unique
blend of Western heritage, outdoor recreation, and cultural experiences.
Whether you are looking to explore the great outdoors, delve into the local
history, or simply unwind in a beautiful setting, Cody has something for
everyone. In this comprehensive visitor's guide, we will cover essential



information about Cody, including the best attractions, activities,
accommodations, dining options, and travel tips.

Getting to Cody

Cody is conveniently located in northwestern Wyoming, making it accessible
from various major cities. Here are some travel options:

By Air

- Cody Yellowstone Regional Airport (COD): This small airport is about 5
miles from downtown Cody and offers seasonal flights from major cities like
Denver and Salt Lake City.
- Nearby Airports: If you can't find a convenient flight into Cody, consider
flying into:
- Yellowstone Regional Airport (RIW) in Riverton, approximately 90 miles
away.
- Billings Logan International Airport (BIL) in Montana, around 100 miles
away.

By Car

Cody is accessible via several highways:
- U.S. Route 14: Connects to the east and west, linking Cody to Yellowstone
National Park.
- U.S. Route 16: Provides a scenic route from Buffalo to Cody.
- U.S. Route 20: Offers a direct route from the south.

Best Times to Visit Cody

Cody experiences four distinct seasons, each offering unique attractions and
activities:

- Summer (June to August): Peak tourist season; ideal for outdoor activities,
festivals, and events.
- Fall (September to October): Beautiful fall foliage and fewer crowds;
perfect for hiking and photography.
- Winter (November to March): A winter wonderland for snow sports; visit for
skiing and snowmobiling.
- Spring (April to May): Wildflowers bloom and wildlife is active; great for
birdwatching and hiking.



Top Attractions in Cody

Cody is rich in cultural and historical attractions. Here are some
highlights:

Buffalo Bill Center of the West

- A complex of five museums dedicated to the history and culture of the
American West.
- Features the Buffalo Bill Museum, the Plains Indian Museum, the Cody
Firearms Museum, the Draper Natural History Museum, and the Whitney Western
Art Museum.
- Offers educational programs and events throughout the year.

Cody Nite Rodeo

- A classic Wyoming experience held every summer evening from June to August.
- Features traditional rodeo events such as bull riding, barrel racing, and
roping competitions.
- Family-friendly entertainment with a genuine Western atmosphere.

Old Trail Town

- A living museum that showcases the history of the American West.
- Contains over 25 historic buildings and artifacts from the late 1800s.
- Offers guided tours and insights into the lives of early settlers and
outlaws.

Shoshone National Forest

- The first national forest established in the United States, located just
outside Cody.
- Offers endless opportunities for hiking, camping, fishing, and wildlife
viewing.
- Home to stunning landscapes, including the Absaroka Mountain Range.

Yellowstone National Park

- The iconic national park is only about an hour's drive from Cody.
- Famous for its geothermal features, wildlife, and breathtaking landscapes.
- Popular activities include hiking, wildlife watching, and visiting



landmarks such as Old Faithful and the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone.

Outdoor Activities

Cody is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts. Here are some popular activities:

Hiking and Biking

- Numerous trails are available for all skill levels:
- Beartooth Highway: Scenic drives and hiking opportunities.
- Cody Canyon: Offers stunning views and various hiking trails.
- Mountain biking is also popular, with several trails suitable for bikers.

Fishing and Boating

- The Shoshone River and nearby lakes provide excellent fishing
opportunities.
- Popular species include trout and bass.
- Boat rentals are available at various locations for those looking to
explore the water.

Wildlife Viewing

- Opportunities to see a variety of wildlife, including bison, elk, bears,
and eagles.
- Best spots include the Shoshone National Forest and Yellowstone National
Park.

Accommodations in Cody

Cody offers a range of accommodations to suit all budgets and preferences:

Hotels and Motels

- Buffalo Bill Village Resort: A charming resort with a Western theme,
located close to downtown.
- Cody Legacy Inn: Offers comfortable rooms and complimentary breakfast.
- Best Western Sunset Inn: A popular choice with family-friendly amenities.



Cabins and Lodges

- Pahaska Tepee Resort: Located near the East Entrance of Yellowstone,
offering rustic cabins and a unique experience.
- Buffalo Bill Cabin Village: Cozy cabins set in a beautiful location.

Campgrounds

- Cody City Park Campground: Affordable and conveniently located near the
center of town.
- Shoshone National Forest Campgrounds: Various options available for a more
rugged experience.

Dining Options in Cody

Cody boasts a variety of dining options, from casual eateries to fine dining:

Local Favorites

- The Proud Cut Saloon: A local favorite known for its burgers and relaxed
atmosphere.
- Irma Hotel Dining Room: Historic dining with a Western flair, famous for
its prime rib and homemade desserts.
- Cassie’s Supper Club: Offers a fine dining experience with a focus on steak
and seafood.

Casual Dining

- Bubba’s Bar-B-Que: Renowned for its delicious barbecue and laid-back vibe.
- Cody Coffee Roaster: A great spot for breakfast or a quick coffee break.

Travel Tips for Visiting Cody

- Plan Ahead: Book accommodations and tours in advance, especially during
peak season.
- Pack Accordingly: The weather can change rapidly; layers and waterproof
gear are recommended.
- Respect Wildlife: Keep a safe distance and follow park guidelines when
viewing wildlife.
- Stay Hydrated: If you're hiking, carry plenty of water, especially in the



warmer months.
- Explore Off-Peak Hours: Visiting popular attractions early in the morning
or later in the afternoon can help avoid crowds.

Conclusion

Cody, Wyoming, offers a unique blend of history, culture, and outdoor
adventure. Whether you are exploring the Buffalo Bill Center of the West,
enjoying a thrilling rodeo, or venturing into the wilds of Yellowstone
National Park, there is no shortage of experiences to be had. With its
friendly atmosphere, stunning landscapes, and rich heritage, Cody is a must-
visit destination for anyone seeking a true taste of the American West. Plan
your trip today and get ready to create unforgettable memories in this
charming frontier town!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top attractions to visit in Cody,
Wyoming?
Some of the top attractions in Cody include the Buffalo Bill Center of the
West, Cody Nite Rodeo, Old Trail Town, and the Cody Firearms Museum.

When is the best time to visit Cody, Wyoming?
The best time to visit Cody is during the summer months, from June to August,
when the weather is warm and outdoor activities are abundant.

What outdoor activities can I enjoy in Cody?
Visitors can enjoy hiking, fishing, horseback riding, and river rafting, as
well as access to nearby Yellowstone National Park for additional outdoor
adventures.

Are there any annual events in Cody that visitors
should know about?
Yes, notable annual events include the Cody Stampede Rodeo in July, the
Buffalo Bill Art Show and Sale, and the Cody Wild West Days.

What types of accommodations are available in Cody?
Cody offers a range of accommodations including hotels, motels, bed and
breakfasts, and campgrounds to suit various budgets.



How can I get to Cody, Wyoming?
Cody can be accessed via the Yellowstone Regional Airport, which is served by
several regional airlines, or by driving through scenic routes from nearby
cities.

What dining options are available in Cody?
Cody features a variety of dining options, including local steakhouses,
casual diners, and restaurants offering Western cuisine and international
dishes.

Is Cody a family-friendly destination?
Yes, Cody is very family-friendly with activities like the Buffalo Bill
Center of the West, interactive museums, and outdoor recreational
opportunities suitable for all ages.

What cultural experiences can I find in Cody?
Cody offers rich cultural experiences including Western art galleries, local
history museums, Native American cultural exhibits, and live performances
like rodeos and music festivals.
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