
Clutter Family In Cold Blood

Clutter family in cold blood refers to the tragic and infamous murder of the Clutter family in
Holcomb, Kansas, in 1959. This event not only shocked the small community but also captured
national attention, leading to a profound exploration of crime, morality, and the human condition.
Truman Capote's groundbreaking non-fiction novel, "In Cold Blood," meticulously chronicles the
events surrounding this murder, revealing the complexities of the characters involved, both victims
and perpetrators. This article delves into the lives of the Clutter family, the circumstances
surrounding their murder, and the broader implications of this case.

Background of the Clutter Family

The Clutter family was emblematic of the American Dream in the mid-20th century. They lived in a
modest yet comfortable farmhouse in Holcomb, a small town in western Kansas. The family
consisted of Herbert Clutter, his wife Bonnie, and their children, Nancy and Kenyon.

Herbert Clutter

Herbert Clutter was a successful farmer and the patriarch of the family. Known for his strong work
ethic and dedication to his farm, he was respected in the community for his integrity and generosity.
He was deeply involved in local affairs and had a reputation for being a fair businessman.



Bonnie Clutter

Bonnie Clutter struggled with mental health issues, specifically depression, which limited her social
interactions. Despite her challenges, she was a loving mother and wife. Her struggles, however,
often kept her from fully participating in the vibrant life of the community.

Nancy Clutter

Nancy Clutter was a bright and vivacious teenager, known for her spirit and strong personality. At
16, she was actively engaged in school and community activities, often volunteering and
participating in local events. Her relationships with her friends and family painted a picture of a
well-loved young woman with a promising future.

Kenyon Clutter

Kenyon Clutter, the youngest member of the family at 15, was more introverted and reflective
compared to his sister. He had a keen interest in woodworking and spent much of his time in his
workshop. Kenyon was often seen as the quieter counterpart to Nancy, but he shared a close bond
with his family.

The Events Leading to the Murder

The Clutter family lived a serene life until the fateful night of November 15, 1959. The events
leading up to their brutal murder were marked by the arrival of two drifters, Perry Smith and Dick
Hickock, who had their own troubled backgrounds and motivations.

Perry Smith and Dick Hickock

- Perry Smith: A troubled individual, Perry had a fragmented childhood marked by instability and
trauma. He was heavily influenced by his dysfunctional family and had a history of crime, which
shaped his violent tendencies.

- Dick Hickock: Hickock, on the other hand, was more charismatic and manipulative. He had a
criminal record that included theft and burglary. The two men met in prison and decided to team up
for a robbery, believing that the Clutter family would be an easy target due to their wealth.

The Planning of the Crime

Hickock had learned about the Clutter family's perceived wealth from a former employee. He
devised a plan to rob them, convinced that they would have a significant amount of cash on hand.



Despite their intentions, the plan took a dark turn when they realized the Clutters were home.

The Night of the Murders

On the night of November 15, 1959, Perry and Dick arrived at the Clutter home. What transpired
that night would leave an indelible mark on American history.

The Attack

The assailants entered the Clutter home, and after a brief confrontation, they tied up the family. The
events unfolded as follows:

1. Initial Confrontation: The family was awakened and confronted by the intruders. Herbert Clutter
was the first to be restrained, followed by Bonnie, Nancy, and Kenyon.

2. The Decision to Kill: As the intruders searched for money, they realized that the Clutter family
was not as wealthy as they had assumed. In a panic and a desperate bid to eliminate witnesses, they
decided to kill all four family members.

3. The Murder: Each family member was brutally murdered in their own home. The method was
shocking—each victim was shot, with the crime scene revealing a level of brutality that astonished
investigators.

Aftermath of the Murders

The discovery of the bodies the following day sent shockwaves throughout Holcomb and beyond. The
commun

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the Clutter family members featured in 'In Cold
Blood'?
The Clutter family consists of Herbert Clutter, his wife Bonnie, and their children Nancy and
Kenyon.

What is the significance of the Clutter family's lifestyle in the
book?
The Clutter family's lifestyle represents the ideal American family in the 1950s, showcasing values of
hard work, community, and family unity, which starkly contrasts with the violence they experienced.



How did the murder of the Clutter family impact the Holcomb
community?
The murder shocked the Holcomb community, leading to a sense of vulnerability and fear, as
residents grappled with the reality of such brutal violence in their small town.

What role do Perry Smith and Dick Hickock play in the Clutter
family tragedy?
Perry Smith and Dick Hickock are the two men who committed the murder of the Clutter family,
driven by a combination of desperation and criminal intent.

What themes are explored through the portrayal of the Clutter
family?
Themes such as the fragility of the American Dream, the randomness of violence, and the
complexities of human nature are explored through the portrayal of the Clutter family.

How does Truman Capote depict the Clutter family in 'In Cold
Blood'?
Truman Capote depicts the Clutter family with compassion and detail, humanizing them and
emphasizing their individual traits and relationships before their tragic end.

What is the narrative style of 'In Cold Blood' regarding the
Clutter family?
The narrative style of 'In Cold Blood' blends journalism with literary techniques, providing a detailed
and immersive account of the Clutter family and the events surrounding their murder.

How does the Clutter family's story reflect broader societal
issues?
The Clutter family's story reflects issues such as class disparity, the impact of crime on suburban
life, and the psychological motivations behind violent behavior in society.
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Clutter is flexible—you can always add and remove items, and you’ll only pay for what you store. To
give you an accurate rate, we’ll help you estimate how much space you need while you’re getting
your quote.

CLUTTER | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
CLUTTER definition: 1. (a lot of objects in) a state of being untidy: 2. to fill something in an untidy or
badly…. Learn more.

CLUTTER Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
Jul 8, 2012 · The meaning of CLUTTER is to run in disorder. How to use clutter in a sentence.

What Is Clutter? Definition, Examples, & How To Get Rid Of Clutter ...
Jul 5, 2023 · In this blog post, you’ll learn what exactly clutter is. I include some examples of clutter,
what are the causes and consequences of it, and my best tips to help you conquer and get rid of
clutter in your home.

CLUTTER definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
Clutter is a lot of things in an untidy state, especially things that are not useful or necessary.
Caroline prefers her worktops to be clear of clutter.

CLUTTER Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Clutter definition: to fill or litter with things in a disorderly manner.. See examples of CLUTTER used
in a sentence.

Clutter - definition of clutter by The Free Dictionary
Define clutter. clutter synonyms, clutter pronunciation, clutter translation, English dictionary
definition of clutter. n. 1. A confused or disordered state or collection; a jumble: sorted through the
clutter in the attic. 2. A confused noise; a clatter. v. clut·tered ,...

Clutter Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
Clutter definition: A confused or disordered state or collection; a jumble.

CLUTTER - Definition & Translations | Collins English Dictionary
Clutter is a lot of unnecessary or useless things in an untidy state. Discover everything about the
word "CLUTTER" in English: meanings, translations, synonyms, pronunciations, examples, and
grammar insights - all in one comprehensive guide.

The 10 Most Common Types of Clutter - The Spruce
Apr 11, 2024 · What is clutter? That's a good question because clutter can take on many forms. In
this article we'll define and identify the most common types of clutter.

Clutter | Moving & Storage
Clutter is flexible—you can always add and remove items, and you’ll only pay for what you store. To
give you an accurate rate, we’ll help you estimate how much space you need while you’re …

CLUTTER | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
CLUTTER definition: 1. (a lot of objects in) a state of being untidy: 2. to fill something in an untidy or
badly…. Learn more.

CLUTTER Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
Jul 8, 2012 · The meaning of CLUTTER is to run in disorder. How to use clutter in a sentence.



What Is Clutter? Definition, Examples, & How To Get Rid Of Clutter ...
Jul 5, 2023 · In this blog post, you’ll learn what exactly clutter is. I include some examples of clutter,
what are the causes and consequences of it, and my best tips to help you conquer and …

CLUTTER definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
Clutter is a lot of things in an untidy state, especially things that are not useful or necessary.
Caroline prefers her worktops to be clear of clutter.

CLUTTER Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Clutter definition: to fill or litter with things in a disorderly manner.. See examples of CLUTTER used
in a sentence.

Clutter - definition of clutter by The Free Dictionary
Define clutter. clutter synonyms, clutter pronunciation, clutter translation, English dictionary
definition of clutter. n. 1. A confused or disordered state or collection; a jumble: sorted through …

Clutter Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
Clutter definition: A confused or disordered state or collection; a jumble.

CLUTTER - Definition & Translations | Collins English Dictionary
Clutter is a lot of unnecessary or useless things in an untidy state. Discover everything about the
word "CLUTTER" in English: meanings, translations, synonyms, pronunciations, examples, …

The 10 Most Common Types of Clutter - The Spruce
Apr 11, 2024 · What is clutter? That's a good question because clutter can take on many forms. In
this article we'll define and identify the most common types of clutter.
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