
Chicago Bears Gm History

Chicago Bears GM History is a fascinating journey through one of the most storied franchises in
professional football. The Chicago Bears, established in 1919, have had a profound impact on the
National Football League (NFL), not only through their on-field achievements but also through their
management decisions. The role of the General Manager (GM) has been critical in shaping the
team's success, navigating the draft, trades, and overall roster management. This article explores
the various General Managers who have influenced the Bears’ trajectory, their successes and
failures, and how they have contributed to one of the league's most iconic teams.

Early Years and Establishment of the GM Role

In the early years of the Chicago Bears, the concept of a General Manager as we understand it today
did not exist. The team was founded by George Halas, who played a dual role as both owner and
head coach. His influence dominated the franchise’s decisions until the mid-20th century.

George Halas: The Pioneer

- Tenure: 1920-1967
- Key Contributions:
- Halas was instrumental in the formation of the NFL and served as a key figure in league
development.
- He drafted and developed numerous Hall of Fame players, establishing the Bears as a perennial
contender.
- His management style focused on discipline, teamwork, and innovation, traits that became
hallmarks of the franchise.



Halas’s leadership laid the foundation for future GMs, as he was adept at recognizing talent, both on
the field and in potential managerial candidates.

The Transition to Modern Management

As the NFL evolved, so too did the Bears’ front office structure. The late 1960s and 1970s saw the
Bears begin to hire individuals specifically for the role of General Manager.

Jim Finks (1974-1982)

- Background: Finks was known for his keen eye for talent and his successful tenure with the New
Orleans Saints before joining the Bears.
- Achievements:
- He orchestrated the legendary 1985 Super Bowl-winning team by drafting players like Walter
Payton and selecting key free agents.
- Finks emphasized the importance of building a cohesive team through the draft, trades, and
scouting.

Finks helped usher in a new era for the Bears, where strategic planning and player development
became priorities.

Mike McCaskey (1983-1999)

- Background: McCaskey, the son of George Halas, took over after Finks and continued the family
legacy.
- Challenges:
- Despite initial success, including the Super Bowl XX win in 1986, McCaskey faced criticism for not
maintaining the competitive edge.
- The team struggled in the late 1980s and 1990s, leading to frustrations among fans and analysts
alike.

McCaskey’s era is often seen as a mixed bag; while he enjoyed some success, the inability to sustain
it led to a series of changes that would shape the future of the franchise.

Modern Era: The Search for Stability

The Bears experienced a significant turnover in GMs after McCaskey, leading to a more modern
approach to roster management.



Jerry Angelo (2001-2011)

- Background: Angelo had a wealth of experience in various NFL front offices before joining the
Bears.
- Major Moves:
- He was responsible for the acquisition of key players like quarterback Jay Cutler, which was a
defining moment for the franchise.
- Under Angelo, the Bears made it to Super Bowl XLI in 2006, though they ultimately lost to the
Indianapolis Colts.

Angelo's tenure was marked by both highs and lows, as he made bold moves that didn’t always pan
out as expected.

Phil Emery (2012-2014)

- Background: Emery came from a scouting background and was known for his analytical approach
to player evaluation.
- Highlights:
- He was instrumental in drafting players like Alshon Jeffery and Kyle Long, who became key
contributors.
- However, Emery faced scrutiny for the decision-making process regarding the coaching staff and
player contracts.

Emery's focus on analytics represented a shift in how the Bears evaluated talent and constructed
their roster.

Ryan Pace (2015-2021)

- Background: Pace was a fresh face in the NFL management scene, coming from the New Orleans
Saints.
- Key Decisions:
- The trade-up to draft quarterback Mitchell Trubisky in 2017 was a controversial move that defined
his tenure.
- Pace built a strong defense, highlighted by players like Khalil Mack, but struggled to find
consistent offensive talent.

Pace’s tenure was characterized by dramatic highs and lows, ultimately culminating in his departure
after the 2021 season as the team sought a new direction.

The Current Landscape: Ryan Poles

In 2022, the Bears hired Ryan Poles as the new General Manager, signaling a new era for the
franchise.



Ryan Poles (2022-Present)

- Background: Poles came from the Kansas City Chiefs, where he was involved in building a
championship-caliber team.
- Vision:
- His approach emphasizes a strong draft strategy and building through the youth of the team.
- Poles has already made significant moves, including acquiring multiple draft picks to strengthen
the team’s future.

Poles represents a commitment to a long-term vision that aims to restore the Bears to prominence in
the NFL.

Influence of the GM on Team Culture

The role of the General Manager extends beyond player transactions; it shapes the culture of the
organization.

Building a Winning Culture

- Leadership: GMs set the tone for the team's identity—whether aggressive, analytical, or
developmental.
- Player Development: A successful GM invests in scouting and player development, ensuring a
pipeline of talent.
- Fan Engagement: Decisions made at the GM level can significantly impact fan loyalty and
engagement, particularly in a passionate market like Chicago.

The Chicago Bears’ GMs have all contributed to the franchise's culture, influencing how players and
fans perceive the team.

Conclusion

The Chicago Bears GM history is a rich tapestry of decisions, strategies, and pivotal moments that
have shaped the franchise. From George Halas’s pioneering leadership to the modern-day strategies
employed by Ryan Poles, each General Manager has left their mark on the team and its culture. The
journey reflects the challenges and triumphs of navigating the complexities of the NFL, illustrating
the importance of strong leadership in achieving success on and off the field. As the Bears continue
to evolve, the role of the GM will remain crucial in determining the future of this storied franchise.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first general manager of the Chicago Bears?
George Halas, one of the founding members of the NFL, served as the first general manager of the
Chicago Bears.

When did the Chicago Bears last win the Super Bowl under
their general manager?
The Chicago Bears last won the Super Bowl in 1985, during the tenure of general manager Jerry
Vainisi.

Who are some notable general managers in Bears history?
Notable general managers include Jim Finks, who led the team to success in the 1980s, and Jerry
Angelo, who was GM from 2001 to 2012.

What impact did Ryan Pace have as the Chicago Bears' general
manager?
Ryan Pace, who served as general manager from 2015 to 2021, is known for drafting quarterback
Mitchell Trubisky and making key trades, including acquiring Khalil Mack.

How has the role of general manager evolved in the Chicago
Bears organization?
The role of general manager has evolved to include a greater focus on analytics and player
development, alongside traditional scouting and personnel decisions.

What challenges have the Chicago Bears faced with their
general managers?
Challenges include inconsistent performance, difficulty in drafting franchise quarterbacks, and
managing the team's salary cap effectively.

Who succeeded Ryan Pace as the general manager of the
Chicago Bears?
Ryan Poles was hired as the general manager of the Chicago Bears in January 2022, following Ryan
Pace's departure.

What was the significance of Jim Finks during his tenure with
the Bears?
Jim Finks was instrumental in building the Bears' 1985 Super Bowl championship team and was
known for his keen eye for talent.

How do the Chicago Bears' general managers typically interact



with the coaching staff?
Chicago Bears' general managers traditionally work closely with the coaching staff to align on player
acquisitions and roster decisions.

What are some criticisms faced by the Chicago Bears' general
managers over the years?
Criticisms often revolve around poor draft choices, ineffective free-agent signings, and a lack of
success in building a competitive team.
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