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Vacabulary:

I. Recomstrwciion {p. [946) - The time pericd afier the Civil War during which the South rejoined the Union,
1865|577

Y freedmen - former slaves whi kad heen freed by the 13® smendment

1 Rsdical Republleams - Serators and Representstives who wamied to prosect the nighis of Afnican Americans,
part of Congress

4. Freedmen s Bureau — provided food, chothing, shelber and medical cang 1o 1he loemer slaves amd por whises.
They st up hospitals and sehools asdd found jobs fiw LE

£ smendment - an sddstion or change to the Constibsiion

G Jim Crow Laws - forced the separstion of races passed in the Southem states

7. subvensive ~trying 8o usklerming the efforts of othors
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1. pardos-“Tongiveness™ (rom o criminal act
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13, planiation - the farmland owned by an owner snd worked by slaves

14, sharecropping - the type of farming system scl up on plantations afier shaves wore freed. It kopt the
landowmer ncl and the sharcsroppers poor bocaase 1By wire always o debt 1o the lamSovwner,

b5, agriciltire - [amiag
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17, sealawag ~Sosthemers who supported Northern and Republican viewpaoints during Reconstruction.
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20, Black Codes —

21, Tramscomtinental railread - made traveling and shipping faster and casicr. 1t linked California to places cast
of the Mississippa River.
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Civil War and Reconstruction Study Guide Answers provide essential insights into one of
the most tumultuous periods in American history. This guide serves to clarify key events,
figures, and concepts surrounding the Civil War (1861-1865) and the subsequent
Reconstruction era (1865-1877). Understanding these historical milestones is crucial for
grasping the complexities of the United States’ development. Below, we will explore
significant themes, battles, policies, and societal impacts that shaped this era.

Overview of the Civil War

The Civil War was fought primarily over the issues of slavery and states' rights. The



conflict divided the nation into the Union (the North) and the Confederacy (the South).

Key Causes of the Civil War

1. Slavery: The most significant cause, with the Southern economy heavily reliant on slave
labor.

2. States' Rights: Southern states believed they had the right to govern themselves and
make decisions, particularly regarding slavery.

3. Economic Differences: Industrial North versus agrarian South created disparities in
economic interests.

4. Political Conflicts: Disagreements over federal versus state authority and the expansion
of slavery into new territories.

Major Events Leading to the War

- Missouri Compromise (1820): Attempted to maintain the balance between slave and free
states.

- Compromise of 1850: Included the Fugitive Slave Act, which intensified sectional
tensions.

- Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854): Allowed territories to decide on slavery through popular
sovereignty, leading to violence known as "Bleeding Kansas."

- Election of 1860: Abraham Lincoln's victory prompted Southern states to secede from the
Union.

Key Battles of the Civil War

The Civil War was marked by numerous battles, many of which were pivotal in
determining the outcome of the conflict.

Significant Battles

1. Battle of Fort Sumter (1861): The first battle of the Civil War; Confederate forces fired
upon the fort, marking the start of the conflict.

2. Battle of Gettysburg (1863): A turning point in the war; the Union victory halted Lee’s
invasion of the North.

3. Battle of Antietam (1862): The bloodiest single-day battle in American history; led to the
issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation.

4. Battle of Vicksburg (1863): Gave the Union control of the Mississippi River, effectively
splitting the Confederacy.



The Emancipation Proclamation

Issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, this proclamation declared the
freedom of all enslaved people in Confederate-held territory.

Impact of the Emancipation Proclamation

- Moral Cause: Shifted the focus of the war from solely preserving the Union to also
including the fight against slavery.

- Military Strategy: Allowed for the enlistment of African American soldiers into the Union
Army, bolstering its ranks.

- International Implications: Discouraged European nations from recognizing or
supporting the Confederacy.

The End of the Civil War

The Civil War officially ended on April 9, 1865, with the surrender of Confederate General
Robert E. Lee to Union General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House.

Consequences of the Civil War

1. Human Cost: Approximately 620,000 soldiers died, making it the deadliest war in
American history.

2. Economic Change: The war devastated the Southern economy, while the North
experienced industrial growth.

3. Social Change: The abolition of slavery fundamentally altered the social structure of the
South.

Reconstruction Era

Reconstruction was the period following the Civil War during which the United States
attempted to reintegrate the Southern states into the Union and address the status of
former slaves.

Goals of Reconstruction

- Rebuild the South: Restore infrastructure and economy.
- Integrate Freed Slaves: Grant civil rights and integrate African Americans into society.
- Political Reunification: Re-establish Southern states in the Union with loyal governments.



Key Amendments During Reconstruction

1. 13th Amendment (1865): Abolished slavery in the United States.

2. 14th Amendment (1868): Granted citizenship and equal protection under the law to all
persons born or naturalized in the U.S., including former slaves.

3. 15th Amendment (1870): Prohibited denying the right to vote based on race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

Challenges of Reconstruction

Despite its goals, Reconstruction faced numerous challenges that hindered its success.

Resistance in the South

- Black Codes: Laws enacted by Southern states to restrict the freedoms of African
Americans.

- Ku Klux Klan: A white supremacist group that used terror and violence to oppose
Reconstruction efforts and intimidate African Americans.

- Economic Hardships: Many Southern states struggled with poverty and lacked resources
for rebuilding.

Political Struggles

- Radical Republicans vs. Moderate Republicans: Disagreements on how to handle
Reconstruction policies.

- Impeachment of Andrew Johnson: Conflict over his lenient policies towards the South and
his opposition to Radical Republican initiatives.

End of Reconstruction

Reconstruction came to an end in 1877 as part of a compromise to resolve the disputed
1876 presidential election.

Consequences of the End of Reconstruction

- Jim Crow Laws: State laws enforcing racial segregation and disenfranchisement of
African Americans.

- Long-term Racial Tensions: The end of Reconstruction set the stage for systemic racism
and inequality that would persist for decades.



Conclusion

The Civil War and Reconstruction were pivotal in shaping modern America. The conflict
not only resolved the issue of slavery but also set in motion a struggle for civil rights that
would continue for generations. Understanding the complexities of this era through study
guide answers allows students and historians alike to appreciate the profound effects
these historical events have had on the United States and its ongoing journey toward
equality and justice. As we continue to reflect on this period, the lessons learned remain
relevant in today's societal discussions surrounding race, rights, and resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Civil War?

The main causes of the Civil War included disagreements over slavery, states' rights,
economic differences, and political conflicts between the North and South.

What was the significance of the Emancipation
Proclamation?

The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863, declared
the freedom of all enslaved people in Confederate-held territory, which transformed the
Civil War into a fight against slavery.

What were the key amendments passed during
Reconstruction?

Key amendments during Reconstruction included the 13th Amendment (abolishing
slavery), the 14th Amendment (granting citizenship to former slaves), and the 15th
Amendment (prohibiting voting discrimination based on race).

What was the purpose of the Freedmen's Bureau?

The Freedmen's Bureau was established to assist former slaves by providing food,
housing, education, and medical care, and to help them transition to freedom and
integrate into society.

What were Black Codes, and how did they impact
Reconstruction?

Black Codes were laws enacted in Southern states to restrict the rights of African
Americans and maintain white supremacy, undermining the progress of Reconstruction by
enforcing racial segregation and limiting economic opportunities.



How did the Compromise of 1877 affect Reconstruction?

The Compromise of 1877 resulted in the withdrawal of federal troops from the South,
effectively ending Reconstruction and allowing Southern states to enact laws that
disenfranchised African Americans and instituted Jim Crow laws.
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