
Chicago Bears Quarterbacks History

Chicago Bears quarterbacks history is a tale of triumph, struggle, and evolution in the landscape
of American football. The Bears, one of the oldest and most storied franchises in the National
Football League (NFL), have seen a variety of quarterbacks come and go throughout their history.
From legendary Hall of Famers to recent additions, the journey of the Bears’ quarterbacks reflects
the team's resilience and ambition to achieve greatness on the field. This article will delve into the
significant eras, notable players, and key milestones that have shaped the Chicago Bears
quarterbacks history.

Early Years of the Chicago Bears Quarterbacks

Founded in 1919, the Chicago Bears initially played as the Decatur Staleys before changing their
name in 1922. In the early years of the franchise, the quarterback position was not as prominently
featured as it is today. Teams relied heavily on the running game, but several quarterbacks laid the
groundwork for the future.

Notable Early Quarterbacks

- George Halas: The founder of the franchise and one of the most influential figures in NFL history,
Halas occasionally played quarterback during his early years. He was known for his leadership and
vision, helping to establish the Bears as a competitive team.

- Sid Luckman: Perhaps the most famous early quarterback in Bears history, Luckman played for the
team from 1939 to 1950. He was a pioneer of the forward pass and led the Bears to four NFL
championships, earning a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame.



The Golden Age of Bears Quarterbacks

The Chicago Bears experienced a resurgence in the quarterback position during the 1970s and
1980s, highlighted by the emergence of several key players.

Key Figures in the 1970s and 1980s

- Bob Avellini: Avellini was the starting quarterback for the Bears during the late 1970s and early
1980s. He was known for his grit and determination, leading the team to multiple playoff
appearances.

- Jim McMahon: McMahon became the face of the Bears in the 1980s, leading the team to a Super
Bowl XX victory in 1985. His brash personality and competitive spirit endeared him to fans and
solidified his place in Bears lore.

The Struggles of the 1990s and 2000s

After the success of the 1985 season, the Bears struggled to find stability at the quarterback position
throughout the 1990s and early 2000s. Various players attempted to fill the role, but consistency
was elusive.

Quarterbacks of the 1990s

- Mike Tomczak: Tomczak was the starting quarterback for parts of the 1980s and 1990s. While he
had moments of success, he was never able to lead the Bears back to the Super Bowl.

- Cade McNown: Drafted in the first round of the 1999 NFL Draft, McNown was expected to be the
franchise quarterback. However, his tenure was marred by inconsistency, and he eventually became
a cautionary tale in Bears history.

The Search for a Franchise Quarterback in the 2000s

The 2000s brought renewed hope as the Bears aimed to find a long-term solution at the quarterback
position. Several notable players made their mark during this decade.

Prominent Quarterbacks of the 2000s

- Rex Grossman: Grossman was the starting quarterback during the Bears' 2006 Super Bowl run.
Despite a rollercoaster career filled with ups and downs, he led the team to the playoffs multiple
times and remains a memorable figure in Bears history.



- Kyle Orton: Orton took over as the starting quarterback after Grossman and provided a level of
stability. His tenure saw some success, including playoff appearances, but he was ultimately
replaced as the team sought a more dynamic option.

The Jay Cutler Era

In 2009, the Bears acquired quarterback Jay Cutler in a trade with the Denver Broncos, igniting
hope among fans for a franchise quarterback. The Cutler era was marked by highs and lows, but his
impact on the franchise was significant.

Jay Cutler's Tenure

- Statistical Success: Cutler became one of the most prolific passers in Bears history. He set several
franchise records for passing yards and touchdowns, showcasing his strong arm and ability to make
plays downfield.

- Playoff Appearances: Under Cutler, the Bears made the playoffs in 2010, reaching the NFC
Championship Game. However, injuries and inconsistent performance often plagued his career in
Chicago.

The Post-Cutler Era and Recent Developments

Following Cutler's departure in 2017, the Bears sought to rebuild the quarterback position once
again. The franchise has made several key moves to find a suitable successor.

Recent Quarterbacks and Their Impact

- Mitchell Trubisky: Selected with the second overall pick in the 2017 NFL Draft, Trubisky was
expected to be the franchise quarterback. While he showed flashes of potential, his tenure was
riddled with inconsistency, leading to his eventual departure.

- Justin Fields: The Bears traded up to select Fields in the first round of the 2021 NFL Draft. With his
blend of athleticism and passing ability, Fields has the potential to become one of the franchise's
most exciting quarterbacks if he continues to develop.

Conclusion: The Future of Chicago Bears Quarterbacks

The Chicago Bears quarterbacks history is a complex tapestry woven with stories of legendary
performances, heartbreak, and hope. From the early days of George Halas and Sid Luckman to the
modern era led by Justin Fields, the franchise has experienced a wide range of quarterback play. As



the Bears look to the future, fans remain hopeful that the next chapter in their quarterback history
will be filled with success, stability, and the promise of championships to come. The quest for a
franchise quarterback continues, but with each new player, the Bears inch closer to reclaiming their
position among the NFL's elite.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the all-time leading quarterback in passing yards for
the Chicago Bears?
Jay Cutler holds the record for the most passing yards in Chicago Bears history, with over 23,000
yards during his tenure from 2009 to 2016.

Which Chicago Bears quarterback famously led the team to its
only Super Bowl victory?
Jim McMahon was the quarterback who led the Chicago Bears to their only Super Bowl victory in
Super Bowl XX in 1986.

What year did the Chicago Bears draft Mitchell Trubisky, and
what impact did he have on the franchise?
The Chicago Bears drafted Mitchell Trubisky in 2017 as the second overall pick, but his tenure was
marked by inconsistency and controversy, leading to his departure from the team after the 2020
season.

Which Chicago Bears quarterback was known for his dual-
threat capabilities and brought excitement to the Bears'
offense in the early 2000s?
Kordell Stewart, who played for the Chicago Bears in 2003, was known for his dual-threat
capabilities, although his time with the team was relatively brief.

What significant achievement did Justin Fields accomplish
during his rookie season with the Chicago Bears?
In his rookie season in 2021, Justin Fields set the record for the most rushing yards by a quarterback
in a game for the Chicago Bears, with 103 yards against the San Francisco 49ers.

Which Chicago Bears quarterback is remembered for his
toughness and leadership during the 1980s?
Jim McMahon is remembered for his toughness and leadership during the 1980s, especially as the
starting quarterback of the dominant 1985 Bears team.
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