
Cherokee History In Georgia

Cherokee history in Georgia is a rich and complex narrative that reflects the
broader themes of indigenous resilience, cultural evolution, and tragic
displacement. The Cherokee Nation, one of the most prominent Native American
tribes in the southeastern United States, has deep roots in Georgia, where
they developed a distinctive culture and faced significant challenges due to
European colonization and government policies. This article explores the
historical timeline of the Cherokee in Georgia, their cultural contributions,
and the impact of forced removal in the 19th century.

Early History and Culture

The Cherokee people have inhabited the southeastern United States, including
present-day Georgia, for thousands of years. Anthropological evidence
suggests that the Cherokee were part of the Mississippian culture,
characterized by mound-building societies. By the time Europeans arrived in
the 16th century, the Cherokee were organized into multiple towns and clans,
each with its own governance and social structure.

Social Structure and Governance

The Cherokee society was matrilineal, meaning that lineage and inheritance
were traced through the mother. This structure allowed women to hold
significant roles in decision-making processes and community leadership. The
Cherokee were organized into three primary divisions:

1. Aniyvwiya (Principal People)
2. Anigilohi (Blue People)
3. Anihyowisgi (Wild People)

Each division operated under a council system, with leaders known as chiefs
and elder councils who guided the tribe in governance, conflict resolution,
and communal activities.



Cultural Practices

Cherokee culture is rich in traditions, art, and spirituality. Key aspects
include:

- Language: The Cherokee language belongs to the Iroquoian family and is
still spoken by many today. In the early 19th century, Sequoyah developed a
syllabary that allowed for the written expression of the language, greatly
enhancing literacy within the tribe.

- Spiritual Beliefs: The Cherokee practiced a polytheistic belief system,
revering nature and various deities. Their spiritual practices included
ceremonies, dances, and rituals aimed at maintaining harmony with the earth.

- Art and Crafts: The Cherokee are known for their craftsmanship in pottery,
weaving, basket making, and beadwork. These artistic expressions not only
served practical purposes but also played a role in cultural identity and
storytelling.

European Contact and Conflict

The arrival of Europeans in the 16th century marked the beginning of
significant changes for the Cherokee people. Initial interactions with
Spanish explorers were generally limited, but the establishment of British
colonies in the 18th century led to increased conflict over land and
resources.

The French and Indian War

The French and Indian War (1754-1763) had profound consequences for the
Cherokee and other Native American tribes. The Cherokee allied with the
British, hoping to protect their territory from French encroachment. However,
after the war, the British government sought to expand its colonies, leading
to further disputes over land.

American Revolution and Aftermath

During the American Revolution, the Cherokee aligned with the British again,
believing that a British victory would halt colonial expansion into their
lands. After the war, the United States government sought to gain control of
Cherokee territory, leading to a series of treaties that diminished their
landholdings significantly.

Legal Battles and Statehood

By the early 19th century, Georgia had become a state, and the pressure on
Cherokee lands intensified. The discovery of gold in Cherokee territory in
1828 accelerated the desire for removal among white settlers and state
officials.



The Treaty of New Echota

In 1835, a small faction of the Cherokee signed the Treaty of New Echota,
which ceded all Cherokee lands in Georgia to the U.S. government in exchange
for land in present-day Oklahoma. This treaty was controversial and opposed
by the majority of the Cherokee people, including their principal chief, John
Ross. The U.S. Senate ratified the treaty in 1836, despite widespread
opposition.

Trail of Tears

The implementation of the treaty led to the forced removal of the Cherokee
people, known as the Trail of Tears, which took place from 1838 to 1839. An
estimated 15,000 Cherokee were forced to march over 1,000 miles under brutal
conditions, resulting in the deaths of thousands from disease, exposure, and
starvation. This tragic event symbolizes the broader struggles faced by
Native Americans during westward expansion.

Cultural Resilience and Modern Era

Despite the traumatic legacy of removal, the Cherokee Nation has demonstrated
remarkable resilience and adaptability. Today, the Cherokee people actively
preserve their culture and heritage while engaging in modern governance and
economic development.

Contemporary Cherokee Nation

- Cultural Revitalization: Efforts to revitalize the Cherokee language,
traditions, and ceremonies are ongoing. Language immersion programs, cultural
festivals, and educational initiatives play a vital role in preserving
heritage.

- Economic Development: The Cherokee Nation has invested in various economic
ventures, including gaming enterprises, tourism, and cultural centers, which
contribute to community development and self-sufficiency.

- Political Representation: The Cherokee Nation is recognized as a sovereign
entity, with its own government and constitution. They engage in legal and
political advocacy to protect their rights and interests.

Commemoration and Education

Recognizing the importance of history, numerous sites and organizations work
to educate the public about Cherokee history and culture in Georgia.
Significant places include:

- New Echota Historic Site: The former capital of the Cherokee Nation in
Georgia, which serves as a museum and educational center.

- The Trail of Tears National Historic Trail: Commemorates the route taken by



the Cherokee during their forced removal, providing opportunities for
education and reflection.

- Cultural Centers and Museums: Various institutions, such as the Cherokee
Heritage Center, aim to preserve and promote Cherokee history and culture.

Conclusion

Cherokee history in Georgia is a testament to the enduring spirit of a people
who have faced significant adversity yet continue to thrive. Understanding
this history is crucial not only for recognizing the injustices faced by the
Cherokee but also for appreciating the rich cultural heritage they have
contributed to the American tapestry. From their early roots in the region to
their contemporary struggles and successes, the Cherokee Nation's story is
one of resilience, identity, and the ongoing fight for justice and
recognition. As we move forward, it is essential to honor and acknowledge the
history of the Cherokee people and support their efforts to preserve their
culture and rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the Cherokee Nation in
Georgia during the 18th century?
The Cherokee Nation was a powerful and influential tribe in Georgia, playing
a crucial role in trade and diplomacy with European settlers and other Native
American tribes. They adapted to European customs while maintaining their
cultural identity.

What were the main causes of the Indian Removal Act
of 1830 affecting the Cherokee in Georgia?
The Indian Removal Act aimed to open up Native American lands for European
American settlers, driven by the discovery of gold in Cherokee territory and
a growing desire for land by settlers, leading to the forced removal of the
Cherokee.

What was the Trail of Tears, and how did it impact
the Cherokee people in Georgia?
The Trail of Tears refers to the forced relocation of the Cherokee Nation in
1838-1839, where thousands suffered from exposure, disease, and starvation
during the journey to designated lands in Oklahoma, resulting in the death of
approximately 4,000 Cherokee.

How did the Cherokee adapt their government and
society in the early 19th century?
The Cherokee established a centralized government, adopted a written
constitution, and created a syllabary for their language, promoting education
and a newspaper, which reflected their efforts to assimilate and coexist with
European settlers.



What role did the Cherokee have in the American Civil
War?
During the Civil War, some Cherokee sided with the Confederacy while others
supported the Union. Their involvement was significant, as it affected tribal
unity and led to further conflict and division within the tribe.

What is the significance of New Echota in Cherokee
history?
New Echota was the capital of the Cherokee Nation from 1825 until the
removal. It served as a cultural and political center where the Cherokee
government was established and where the printed newspaper, 'The Cherokee
Phoenix,' was published.

What are some modern-day efforts to preserve Cherokee
heritage in Georgia?
Modern-day efforts include the establishment of cultural centers, educational
programs, and events that celebrate Cherokee history and traditions, as well
as ongoing advocacy for the rights and recognition of Cherokee descendants.

How did the discovery of gold in 1828 affect the
Cherokee Nation in Georgia?
The discovery of gold led to a massive influx of settlers into Cherokee
territory, increasing tensions and prompting the U.S. government to expedite
the removal of the Cherokee people through the Indian Removal Act.

What cultural contributions did the Cherokee make to
Georgia's history?
The Cherokee contributed significantly to Georgia's history through their
agricultural practices, governance structures, and rich cultural traditions,
including storytelling, crafts, and music, which have influenced the region's
heritage.
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