
Cissp Certified Information Systems Security
Professional

CISSP Certified Information Systems Security Professional is a globally recognized certification in the field
of information security. It is designed for information security professionals who wish to demonstrate their
expertise in managing, designing, and overseeing a company’s information security program. The CISSP
certification is awarded by (ISC)², a leading organization in cybersecurity education and certification. With
the increasing number of cyber threats and the importance of data protection, CISSP has emerged as a
critical qualification for professionals seeking to advance their careers in cybersecurity.

What is CISSP?

The Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) is a certification that validates an
individual's knowledge and skills in various domains of information security. CISSP is particularly valuable
for professionals in roles such as security consultants, security managers, IT directors, and network
architects. The certification is recognized worldwide and is often a requirement for many advanced
cybersecurity roles.

History and Evolution of CISSP

CISSP was first introduced in 1994 by (ISC)² to address the growing need for qualified security
professionals. Over the years, the certification has evolved to keep pace with the rapidly changing
cybersecurity landscape. The CISSP exam has undergone several updates to incorporate new technologies,
threats, and best practices in cybersecurity.



Why Pursue a CISSP Certification?

There are several compelling reasons to pursue CISSP certification:

1. Career Advancement: CISSP is often a prerequisite for senior-level positions in cybersecurity. Holding
this certification can significantly enhance your career prospects.

2. Increased Earning Potential: According to various salary surveys, CISSP-certified professionals tend to
earn higher salaries compared to their non-certified peers.

3. Global Recognition: CISSP is recognized worldwide, making it a valuable asset for professionals looking to
work in different countries or industries.

4. Knowledge Validation: The certification process ensures that you possess the necessary knowledge and
skills to handle complex information security challenges.

Eligibility Requirements for CISSP

To qualify for the CISSP certification, candidates must meet specific requirements:

1. Experience: Candidates must have a minimum of five years of cumulative paid work experience in at
least two of the eight domains of the CISSP Common Body of Knowledge (CBK).

2. Education Waiver: A four-year college degree or an approved credential can substitute for one year of
the required experience.

3. Endorsement: Upon passing the exam, candidates must have their application endorsed by an (ISC)²
certified professional in good standing.

The CISSP Exam Structure

The CISSP exam is known for its rigor and depth. It consists of:

- Number of Questions: The exam includes 100 to 150 multiple-choice and advanced innovative questions.
- Duration: Candidates have three hours to complete the exam.
- Format: The questions cover a wide range of topics related to information security.



Domains of CISSP CBK

The CISSP certification is based on a comprehensive framework known as the Common Body of
Knowledge (CBK), which encompasses eight domains. These domains are:

1. Security and Risk Management: Focuses on establishing and managing a security framework,
governance, and compliance.

2. Asset Security: Involves the protection of information and assets through proper classification and
handling.

3. Security Architecture and Engineering: Covers the design and implementation of security architectures
and controls.

4. Communication and Network Security: Deals with securing network infrastructure and data
transmission.

5. Identity and Access Management (IAM): Ensures that only authorized users have access to systems and
data.

6. Security Assessment and Testing: Focuses on evaluating the effectiveness of security controls and testing
systems.

7. Security Operations: Involves the management of security operations, incident response, and disaster
recovery.

8. Software Development Security: Addresses the security considerations in software development and
software lifecycle management.

Preparing for the CISSP Exam

Preparing for the CISSP exam requires a structured approach. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Study Materials: Invest in reputable study guides, textbooks, and online courses specifically tailored for
CISSP preparation.

2. Training Courses: Consider enrolling in formal training courses offered by (ISC)² or authorized training
partners.

3. Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help familiarize you with the exam format and question types.



4. Study Groups: Joining study groups can provide additional insights and support from fellow candidates.

5. Time Management: Create a study schedule that allows you to cover all eight domains thoroughly before
the exam.

Common Challenges in CISSP Preparation

While preparing for the CISSP exam, candidates often encounter various challenges:

- Volume of Material: The breadth of knowledge required can be overwhelming, making it crucial to stay
organized.

- Understanding Complex Concepts: Some domains, like Security Architecture and Engineering, may
require a deeper understanding of technical concepts.

- Time Commitment: Balancing full-time work and study can be challenging, necessitating effective time
management.

Maintaining Your CISSP Certification

Once you earn your CISSP certification, it is essential to maintain it. (ISC)² requires certified professionals to
earn Continuing Professional Education (CPE) credits. Here’s how to maintain your certification:

1. CPE Requirements: Accumulate a minimum of 120 CPE credits every three years, with at least 30
credits earned each year.

2. Annual Maintenance Fee: Pay an annual maintenance fee to keep your certification active.

3. Stay Updated: Continually update your knowledge and skills to stay relevant in the ever-evolving field
of cybersecurity.

Conclusion

Achieving the CISSP certification is a significant milestone in an information security professional's career.
It not only validates your expertise and commitment to the field but also opens up numerous opportunities
for career advancement and higher earnings. As cyber threats continue to evolve, the demand for CISSP-
certified professionals remains strong. If you are serious about a career in information security, pursuing the
CISSP certification could be one of the best decisions you make. Whether you are just starting your journey



or looking to advance your existing career, CISSP can provide you with the knowledge, skills, and
credibility needed to excel in this critical field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CISSP certification?
The CISSP (Certified Information Systems Security Professional) certification is a globally recognized
credential in the field of information security. It demonstrates an individual's expertise in designing,
implementing, and managing a best-in-class cybersecurity program.

Who should pursue the CISSP certification?
The CISSP certification is ideal for IT security professionals with at least five years of paid work experience
in two or more of the eight domains of the (ISC)² CISSP Common Body of Knowledge (CBK).

What are the eight domains covered in the CISSP exam?
The eight domains are: 1) Security and Risk Management, 2) Asset Security, 3) Security Architecture and
Engineering, 4) Communication and Network Security, 5) Identity and Access Management, 6) Security
Assessment and Testing, 7) Security Operations, and 8) Software Development Security.

How long is the CISSP certification valid?
The CISSP certification is valid for three years. Professionals must earn Continuing Professional Education
(CPE) credits to maintain their certification.

What is the format of the CISSP exam?
The CISSP exam consists of 100 to 150 multiple-choice questions and is administered in a Computerized
Adaptive Testing (CAT) format. Candidates have three hours to complete the exam.

What is the pass rate for the CISSP exam?
The exact pass rate for the CISSP exam is not publicly disclosed, but it is generally considered to be
challenging, with estimates suggesting a pass rate of around 20-30% for first-time candidates.

How can one prepare for the CISSP exam?
Preparation for the CISSP exam can include studying from official (ISC)² materials, enrolling in training
courses, participating in study groups, and using practice exams and flashcards to reinforce knowledge.



What are the benefits of obtaining CISSP certification?
Benefits of obtaining CISSP certification include increased credibility, higher earning potential, career
advancement opportunities, and recognition among peers and employers as an expert in information
security.

Is the CISSP certification recognized globally?
Yes, the CISSP certification is recognized globally and is often considered a standard for information
security professionals. It is highly regarded by employers and is a valuable asset for those seeking roles in
cybersecurity.
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信息安全圈都在谈论CISP，CISSP,这两者有什么区别呢？ - 知乎
CISSP的过程划分为两个步骤：认证和考试。 通过考试之后，还必须取得第三方的认可才可以最终获得CISSP证书，第三方可以是参考者的雇主、或者是其他已获得认证的专业人士。
…

CISSP备考大全（完整版） - 知乎
CISSP是国际信息安全专家证书，因为其保罗万象，难度极高，从1994年接入互联网，截止当下2021年12月，近30年，全国只有3000余人通过，以下是每个下班后的夜晚，
备考半年的全部 …

CISSP现在在国内是什么情况？ - 知乎
CISSP现在在国内是什么情况？我做了一个知乎live，分享了从备战CISSP到通过考试这半年（2021年）的故事，回顾往事的时候，才发现自己错过了2021年的软考，假如
你35岁以后进 …

信息安全圈都在谈论CISP，CISSP,这两者有什么区别呢？ - 知乎
CISSP即 国际注册信息系统安全专家，是目前全球范围内最权威，最专业，最系统的信息安全认证，CISSP 认证考试由国际信息系统安全认证联盟于1994年推出信息安全认证。
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cissp 和cisp 哪个含金量高？ - 知乎
CISSP和CISP的是有很大区别的，CISSP如果有国外项目的话可以考，CISP是国内的证书，一般政府、银行、事业单位、系统集成的企业都投标都会用到的，在国内的
话CISP考的人会更多， …

对于甲方和乙方公司来说，分别是怎么看 …
3、CISSP，CISA如果说在甲方有实际用途的话，是拓宽你的视野，我不相信一个大学毕业生如果直接进甲方公司，会做好安全。 但是你熟读CISSP的话，哪怕只是掌握里面的名
词，没有实际 …
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想去考CISSP证书？ - 知乎
CISSP考试形式 CISSP为线下机考，考试结束后当场出成绩，考试时长为6个小时，总计250道题目，总分1000分，700分及以上视为通过。 CISSP考试地点 在中国
大陆地区，（ISC）认证考 …

CISSP考试费用多少，怎么报名？ - 知乎
CISSP考试的形式是什么样的？ 在我国CISSP统一采用CAT考试形式（支持中英文对照），时长为3小时，考题数量100-150道（不同考生数量可能不同）。

cisp证书怎么这么贵，考试就一百道选择题？还能每个月考？ - 知乎
正如你所说，CISP每个月都有考试，每个月都可以报名，不过每个地方报名考试时间不同，不过各地CISP考试报名时间都会提前公布，比如2024年1-6月CISP的考试安排
在2023年12月就已经 …
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CISSP的过程划分为两个步骤：认证和考试。 通过考试之后，还必须取得第三方的认可才可以最终获得CISSP证书，第三方可以是参考者的雇主、或者是其他已获得认证的专业人士。
注：1）CISSP报考是不需要学 …

CISSP备考大全（完整版） - 知乎
CISSP是国际信息安全专家证书，因为其保罗万象，难度极高，从1994年接入互联网，截止当下2021年12月，近30年，全国只有3000余人通过，以下是每个下班后的夜晚，
备考半年的全部经验总结，保剑锋从磨 …
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CISSP现在在国内是什么情况？我做了一个知乎live，分享了从备战CISSP到通过考试这半年（2021年）的故事，回顾往事的时候，才发现自己错过了2021年的软考，假如
你35岁以后进国企事业单位，软考就是 …
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Unlock your potential with a CISSP Certified Information Systems Security Professional credential.
Discover how this certification can elevate your cybersecurity career!
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