Check Please The Play Script

Jonathan Rand

Check Please is a popular one-act play written by Jonathan Rand that captures
the humorous and often awkward world of dating. The play is a comedic
exploration of modern romance, filled with quirky characters and a series of
disastrous dates. It is often performed in schools, community theaters, and
festivals, showcasing the challenges of finding love in today's society. This
article delves into the themes, characters, and significance of the play
script, as well as its impact on audiences.

Overview of the Play

"Check Please" revolves around a young man and woman, who navigate a series
of blind dates that go hilariously wrong. Each scene introduces a new
character, each with their unique traits and eccentricities. The play
emphasizes the comedic aspects of dating, showcasing how first impressions
can be misleading and how compatibility is often elusive.

Structure and Format

The play is structured as a series of vignettes, each representing a
different date. The format allows for rapid pacing and quick transitions
between scenes, keeping the audience engaged. Typically, the play consists of
the following elements:



- Characters: A diverse cast of individuals representing various
personalities and backgrounds.

- Scenes: Each date is a self-contained scene that contributes to the overall
narrative.

- Dialogue: Witty and sharp dialogue that captures the essence of each
character’s personality and their dating experiences.

Main Themes

"Check Please" explores several themes that resonate with audiences,
particularly those navigating the dating world. Some of the key themes
include:

1. The Awkwardness of Dating

Dating is often filled with awkward moments, and "Check Please" captures this
essence perfectly. The characters find themselves in uncomfortable
situations, from bizarre conversations to unexpected revelations. The humor
derived from these awkward encounters highlights the universal struggle of
connecting with others.

2. Expectations vs. Reality

The play illustrates the gap between what individuals expect from a date and
the reality of the situation. Characters often arrive with preconceived
notions about their dates, only to be met with unexpected behaviors and
traits that challenge those expectations. This theme serves as a reminder to
keep an open mind when meeting new people.

3. The Search for Connection

At its core, "Check Please" is about the human desire to connect with others.
Despite the comedic mishaps, the characters are all searching for meaningful
relationships. The play emphasizes the importance of authenticity in forming
connections, even if the journey is fraught with comedic failures.

4. The Role of Humor in Relationships

Humor plays a vital role in the play, serving as both a coping mechanism and
a way to build relationships. Characters often use humor to defuse tension
and navigate the awkwardness of their encounters. The play suggests that



laughter can be a powerful tool in forging connections and overcoming dating
challenges.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Check Please" are diverse and colorful, each bringing
their unique flavor to the play. Here are some of the memorable characters:

1. The Narrator

The Narrator serves as the central character, guiding the audience through
the various dates. They provide commentary and insight into the absurdity of
the situations, often breaking the fourth wall to engage with the audience
directly.

2. The Dating Pool

Each date introduces a new character, contributing to the rich tapestry of
the dating landscape. Some notable characters include:

- The Overzealous Optimist: This character approaches dating with an
unshakeable positivity that often leads to cringe-worthy moments.

- The Cynical Realist: A character who has been burned by love and approaches
dates with skepticism, providing a counterbalance to the optimist.

- The Eccentric Artist: A free-spirited character whose unconventional views
on life and love lead to humorous misunderstandings.

3. The Love Interests

The love interests in the play vary significantly, highlighting the different
types of individuals one might encounter in the dating world. Each character
adds depth to the narrative and illustrates the complexities of attraction.

Significance of "Check Please"

"Check Please" has gained popularity for several reasons, making it a staple
in theater productions:



1. Relatable Content

The themes of awkwardness, expectation, and the search for connection
resonate with many individuals. Audiences can often see themselves in the
characters, making the play relatable and engaging.

2. Educational Value

The play is often used in educational settings to discuss topics related to
relationships, communication, and social interactions. It serves as a
springboard for discussions about dating norms, expectations, and the
importance of open communication.

3. Creative Performance Opportunities

The format of "Check Please" allows for creative staging and performance
choices. Directors can play with the pacing and staging to enhance the humor,
making each production unique. The flexibility in character interpretation
also provides actors with a chance to showcase their range.

Impact on Audiences

The comedic nature of "Check Please" elicits laughter while simultaneously
provoking thought about the complexities of modern relationships. Audiences
often leave the theater reflecting on their own dating experiences, armed
with insights about the importance of humor and authenticity in forming
connections.

1. Laughter as a Coping Mechanism

Many audience members find that the humor in the play helps them process
their own dating mishaps. The shared experience of laughter can foster a
sense of community among viewers, as they recognize that they are not alone
in their struggles.

2. Encouragement to Embrace Imperfection

The play encourages audiences to embrace the imperfections of dating and
relationships. It highlights that not every date will lead to a meaningful
connection, and that'’s perfectly okay. This message can be empowering for



individuals navigating the often challenging dating landscape.

Conclusion

"Check Please" is a delightful exploration of the comedic side of dating,
filled with memorable characters and relatable themes. Its unique structure
and humorous dialogue make it a favorite among audiences and performers
alike. As individuals navigate the often tumultuous waters of romance, the
play serves as a reminder that laughter, authenticity, and an open heart can
lead to truly meaningful connections. Through its exploration of modern
dating, "Check Please" continues to resonate with audiences, making it a
timeless piece in the world of theater.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Check, Please'?

The central theme of 'Check, Please' revolves around the ups and downs of
modern dating, exploring the humorous and sometimes awkward encounters that
can occur in the pursuit of love.

Who is the playwright of 'Check, Please'?

‘Check, Please' was written by Jonathan Rand, an American playwright known
for his work in comedic theatre.

What type of structure does 'Check, Please' have?

'Check, Please' is structured as a series of comedic vignettes, each
depicting different blind date scenarios experienced by the main character.

Is 'Check, Please' suitable for all age groups?

'Check, Please' is generally suitable for older teenagers and adults, as it
contains themes and humor that may resonate more with this demographic.

How has 'Check, Please' been received by audiences?

'Check, Please' has been well-received by audiences for its relatable humor
and engaging portrayal of the dating experience, making it a popular choice
for community and school productions.

What is the significance of the title 'Check,
Please'?

The title 'Check, Please' signifies the moment at the end of a date when
patrons request the bill, symbolizing the conclusion of the dating experience



and the often humorous outcomes that follow.
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