Cca Exam Study Guide

Identify the correct ICD-10-CM diagnosis code(s) and sequencing for the
following: patient with a scar on the right hand secondary to a laceration
sustained two years ago.

a. L90.5

b. 561.4115

. L90.5,561.4115

d. 561.4115, L90.5 - CORRECT ANSWER C

The residual condition or nature of the sequela is sequenced first, followed by the
cause of the sequela (Hazelwood and Venable 2014, 5, 181). The seventh
character ™5 us added to the laceration code to identify the sequela.

Identify the correct 1CD-10-CM diagnosis code(s) and sequencing for the
following: patient with dysphasia secondary to a previous cerebral infarction.

#. R13.10,169.391

b. R47.02, 169,391

. 169.391, R13.10

d. R13.10, 169,398 - CORRECT ANSWER C

Index Dysphagia, following, cerebral infarction 169.391. Add R13.10as an
additional code per "use additional code to identify the type of dysphagia, if
known (R13.1-)" note under 169,391, Multiple codes may be needed for
sequelae...in order to fully describe a condition. In the Tabular List, the instruction
of "Use additional coda”™ not indicates it is necessary to assign a secondary code
to fully describe a condition or disease process.

Identify the correct 1CD-10-CM diagnosis code(s) for the following: patient
suffered a partial traumatic metacarpophalangeal amputation of his right index
and middle fingers.

a. 568.011A 568.012A

b. $68.120A, 568.1224

c. 568.011D, 568.012D

d. 568.0115 - CORRECT ANSWER B

Traumatic amputation classified in chapter 19, Index Traumatic amputation,
finger (complete metacarpophalangeal) 568.11-. 7th character “A" initial
encounter.

Identify the correct 1CD-10-PCS code for open thrombectomy, left brachial artery.
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CCA exam study guide is an essential resource for individuals preparing for the Certified
Coding Associate (CCA) exam, a pivotal certification for aspiring medical coders. The CCA
credential, offered by the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA), is
recognized across the healthcare industry and is a stepping stone for professionals wanting
to establish their expertise in medical coding. This study guide will provide a
comprehensive overview of the CCA exam, including its structure, recommended study
materials, strategies for successful preparation, and tips for exam day.



Understanding the CCA Exam

The CCA exam is designed to assess the knowledge and skills necessary for coding in
various healthcare settings. As a foundational certification, it covers a wide range of topics
related to medical coding and health information management.

Exam Structure

The CCA exam consists of multiple-choice questions that gauge the candidate's
understanding of coding principles, guidelines, and regulations. Here's a breakdown of the
exam structure:

- Number of Questions: The exam typically includes 150 multiple-choice questions.
- Duration: Candidates have 5 hours to complete the exam.

- Content Areas: The questions are divided into several key areas, including:

- Coding systems and nomenclature

- Healthcare reimbursement

- Regulatory compliance

- Health information management

- Data quality and privacy

Eligibility Requirements

Before you can sit for the CCA exam, you need to meet certain eligibility criteria, which
include:

- A high school diploma or equivalent.
- Completion of a medical coding training program (recommended but not mandatory).
- Understanding of medical terminology, anatomy, and physiology.

Creating a Study Plan

A well-structured study plan is crucial for effectively preparing for the CCA exam. Here are
some steps to create a successful study plan:

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge

Start by evaluating your existing knowledge of medical coding and related concepts. This
will help you identify areas where you need more focus.



2. Gather Study Materials

Collect various resources to aid your study. Essential materials include:

- CCA Exam Study Guide Books: Look for comprehensive guides that cover all exam topics
in-depth.

- Online Courses: Enroll in online classes that offer structured learning and expert guidance.
- Practice Exams: Utilize practice tests to familiarize yourself with the exam format and
question types.

3. Develop a Study Schedule

Create a study schedule that allocates specific time slots for each topic. Ensure to include:
- Daily study sessions

- Weekly goals for progress tracking
- Buffer time for review and practice tests

4. Join Study Groups

Consider joining a study group to enhance your learning experience. Collaborating with
others can provide:

- Different perspectives on complex topics

- Accountability and motivation
- Sharing of resources and study tips

Key Topics to Focus On

When studying for the CCA exam, certain topics are particularly crucial. Here’s a list of key
areas to prioritize:

ICD-10-CM Coding Guidelines

CPT Coding Principles

Healthcare Billing and Reimbursement Processes

HIPAA Regulations and Compliance

Healthcare Data Management

Medical Terminology and Anatomy



Effective Study Techniques

To make the most of your study sessions, consider implementing various effective study
techniques:

Practice Active Learning

Instead of passively reading, engage with the material by:
- Taking notes

- Highlighting key concepts
- Teaching others what you've learned

Utilize Flashcards

Flashcards are an excellent tool for memorizing coding terms, definitions, and guidelines.
Create flashcards for:

- Medical terms
- Coding classifications
- Important regulations

Take Practice Exams

Regularly taking practice exams can significantly boost your confidence and readiness for
the actual test. Focus on:

- Time management skills
- ldentifying weak areas for further review
- Familiarizing yourself with the question format

Tips for Exam Day

As exam day approaches, consider these tips to ensure a smooth experience:

1. Get a Good Night’s Sleep

Rest is crucial for optimal performance. Aim for at least 7-8 hours of sleep the night before



the exam.

2. Eat a Healthy Breakfast

Fuel your body with a nutritious breakfast to maintain energy levels. Include protein, whole
grains, and hydration.

3. Arrive Early

Plan to arrive at the testing center early to avoid any last-minute stress. Familiarize yourself
with the location beforehand.

4. Read Questions Carefully

During the exam, take your time to read each question thoroughly. Ensure you understand
what is being asked before selecting your answer.

Post-Exam Steps

Once you complete the exam, there are a few steps to take:

1. Await Your Results

Typically, results are available within a few days to weeks. Be patient and refrain from
second-guessing your performance.

2. Plan for Continuing Education

Whether you pass or need to retake the exam, consider planning for ongoing education.
Staying updated with coding changes and regulations is essential for a successful career.

Conclusion

Preparing for the CCA exam can be a challenging yet rewarding journey. By utilizing a
structured study plan, focusing on key topics, and employing effective study techniques,
you can enhance your chances of success. Remember, the CCA credential not only
demonstrates your coding abilities but also opens up numerous opportunities in the



healthcare field. Stay dedicated, and good luck on your exam!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a CCA exam study guide?

A CCA exam study guide is a resource designed to help candidates prepare for the Certified
Coding Associate (CCA) exam, providing essential information about coding guidelines, test
formats, and practice questions.

What topics are covered in the CCA exam study guide?

The CCA exam study guide typically covers topics such as medical terminology, anatomy,
coding systems (ICD-10-CM, CPT, HCPCS), compliance, and reimbursement methodologies.

How can | effectively use the CCA exam study guide?

To effectively use the CCA exam study guide, create a study schedule, review key concepts
regularly, take practice exams, and focus on areas where you feel less confident.

Are there any recommended CCA exam study guides?

Yes, some recommended CCA exam study guides include the AHIMA's official study guide,
AAPC's CCA exam prep resources, and various online courses that offer comprehensive
coverage of the exam material.

How long should | study using the CCA exam study
guide?

The study duration varies by individual, but a general recommendation is to study for at
least 4-8 weeks, dedicating several hours each week to ensure thorough preparation.

Can | find free resources for the CCA exam study guide?

Yes, there are free resources available such as online forums, YouTube tutorials, and free
practice questions on coding websites that can supplement paid study guides.

What format is the CCA exam, and how does it relate to
the study guide?

The CCA exam is a computer-based test consisting of multiple-choice questions. The study
guide should reflect this format and provide practice questions that help candidates
familiarize themselves with the exam style.

What are some common mistakes to avoid while
studying for the CCA exam?

Common mistakes include procrastination, neglecting practice questions, not



understanding the coding guidelines fully, and failing to review all the necessary topics
thoroughly.

Is it beneficial to join a study group while preparing for
the CCA exam?

Yes, joining a study group can be beneficial as it allows for collaborative learning, sharing of
resources, and providing motivation and support from peers who are also preparing for the
exam.
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