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World War I, often referred to as the Great War, was a monumental conflict that reshaped the world in

the early 20th century. The war, which lasted from 1914 to 1918, was triggered by a complex interplay

of political, economic, and social factors. Understanding the causes of World War I is crucial for

grasping the historical context and the subsequent events that followed. This article will provide a

comprehensive examination of the various causes of World War I, organized in a manner suitable for a

worksheet, complete with answers key.

Political Causes

Political tensions in Europe were a primary catalyst for the outbreak of World War I. The continent was

characterized by a web of alliances, rivalries, and nationalistic fervor that had been brewing for

decades.



1. Alliance System

The alliance system created a framework that divided Europe into two main blocs:

- Triple Alliance: Comprising Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy.

- Triple Entente: Consisting of France, Russia, and Britain.

These alliances were intended for mutual defense but ultimately meant that any conflict involving one

nation could trigger a wider war.

2. Nationalism

Nationalism played a significant role in escalating tensions:

- Countries sought to assert their dominance and power.

- Ethnic groups within empires (like the Austro-Hungarian Empire) sought independence.

- National pride led to aggressive foreign policies, especially in Germany and France.

3. Militarism

The arms race was a defining aspect of the pre-war period:

- Countries expanded their militaries, creating a culture that glorified military solutions.

- Germany, in particular, built a powerful navy to rival Britain.

- The notion of militarism fostered an environment where diplomatic solutions were often sidelined.



Economic Causes

Economic factors also contributed to the incitement of World War I. The industrial revolution had

transformed economies and created competition among nations.

1. Imperialism

The quest for colonies and resources fueled rivalries:

- European powers competed for territories in Africa and Asia.

- Conflicts over imperial possessions heightened tensions, particularly between Britain and Germany.

- The desire for economic expansion often led to military confrontations.

2. Economic Rivalry

Economic competition was intense in the years leading up to the war:

- Germany's rapid industrialization threatened Britain's economic supremacy.

- Trade disputes and tariffs increased animosity between nations.

- Economic instability in various countries contributed to the desire for expansion and aggression.

Social Causes

Social factors also played a role in the lead-up to the war, influencing public opinion and government

policies.



1. Public Sentiment

Public opinion was heavily influenced by:

- Propaganda that glorified military action.

- A belief in national superiority and the need to assert dominance.

- The desire for revenge, particularly in France after the loss in the Franco-Prussian War.

2. Social Darwinism

The application of Darwinian concepts to international relations:

- Some nations believed in the survival of the fittest, justifying imperialism and militarism.

- Social Darwinism led to a mindset where conflict was seen as a natural and necessary means of

asserting power.

Immediate Causes

While the underlying causes provided a fertile ground for conflict, specific events triggered the

outbreak of World War I.

1. Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

The immediate spark for the war was the assassination of the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne:

- On June 28, 1914, Franz Ferdinand was killed by Gavrilo Princip, a Bosnian Serb nationalist.

- Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the assassination, leading to a series of diplomatic crises.



2. The July Crisis

Following the assassination, a complex series of events unfolded:

- Austria-Hungary issued an ultimatum to Serbia with harsh demands.

- Serbia's response was deemed unsatisfactory, and Austria-Hungary declared war on July 28, 1914.

- Russia mobilized to support Serbia, prompting Germany to declare war on Russia, followed by

declarations against France and Belgium.

Conclusion

The causes of World War I were multifaceted and interconnected, ranging from political alliances and

militarism to nationalism and imperialism. Understanding these causes is essential in grasping the

complexities of the war and its aftermath. The culmination of these factors created an environment ripe

for conflict, ultimately leading to one of the deadliest wars in history.

Worksheet Answers Key

1. What were the main components of the alliance system?

- Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy.

- Triple Entente: France, Russia, Britain.

2. How did nationalism contribute to the war?

- National pride fueled aggressive foreign policies and desires for independence among ethnic groups.

3. What role did militarism play in the lead-up to the war?

- The arms race glorified military solutions, making diplomatic resolutions less likely.



4. What were the economic causes of World War I?

- Imperialism and economic rivalry, particularly between Germany and Britain.

5. What immediate event triggered World War I?

- The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914.

6. What was the July Crisis?

- A series of diplomatic failures and escalations that led to the declaration of war following the

assassination.

By breaking down these causes and providing a clear answers key, this worksheet serves as a

valuable educational tool for understanding the complex origins of World War I.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of World War 1?

The main causes of World War 1 include militarism, alliances, imperialism, and nationalism.

How did militarism contribute to the outbreak of World War 1?

Militarism led to an arms race among European nations, increasing tensions and the likelihood of

conflict.

What role did alliances play in the escalation of World War 1?

Alliances, such as the Triple Alliance and Triple Entente, created a web of commitments that drew

multiple countries into the conflict.

In what way did imperialism contribute to World War 1?

Imperialism created rivalries and conflicts over colonies, particularly in Africa and Asia, heightening



tensions among European powers.

What was the significance of nationalism in the lead-up to World War

1?

Nationalism fueled competitive and antagonistic relationships between nations, as countries sought to

assert their dominance and independence.

How did the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand trigger World

War 1?

The assassination acted as a catalyst, leading Austria-Hungary to declare war on Serbia, which

activated alliances and escalated into a global conflict.

What was the impact of the July Crisis of 1914?

The July Crisis involved diplomatic failures and ultimatums that quickly escalated tensions and led to

the declaration of war.

What were the economic factors that contributed to World War 1?

Economic competition for resources and markets intensified rivalries, as nations sought to expand their

empires and secure economic dominance.

How did propaganda influence public opinion regarding World War 1?

Propaganda was used to demonize the enemy and promote national pride, rallying public support for

the war effort and justifying military actions.
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Dorothy Height - Wikipedia
Dorothy Irene Height (March 24, 1912 – April 20, 2010) was an African-American civil rights and
women's rights activist. [1] She focused on the issues of African-American women, including
unemployment, illiteracy, and voter awareness. [2]

Dr. Dorothy Height Biography - National Women's History Museum
A leader in the Civil Rights movement, Dr. Dorothy Height served as president of the National
Council of Negro Women for 40 years. Find out more at womenshistory.org.

Dorothy Height - Quotes, Death & Facts - Biography
Apr 2, 2014 · Dorothy Height was a leader in addressing the rights of both women and African
Americans as the president of the National Council of Negro Women. In the 1990s, she drew young
people into her...

The Legacy of Dorothy Height - National Center for Civil and ...
Born in Richmond, Virginia March 24, 1912, Dorothy Irene Height became for many, an example of a
life of service. In high school, she began her activism, participating in anti-lynching …

Dorothy Height | National Council of Negro Women, NAACP ...
Dorothy Height was an American civil rights and women’s rights activist, a widely respected and
influential leader of organizations focused primarily on improving the circumstances of and
opportunities for African American women.

Dorothy I. Height - U.S. National Park Service
Apr 20, 2010 · Height began her efforts as a civil rights activist at the age of twenty-five when she
joined the National Council of Negro Women. Throughout her life she fought for equal rights for
both African Americans and women.

Biography of Dorothy Height: Civil Rights Leader - ThoughtCo
Aug 15, 2019 · Dorothy Height (March 24, 1912–April 20, 2010) was a teacher, social service
worker, and the four-decade-long president of the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW).

Miller Model 1891 | TheHunter: Call of the Wild Wiki | Fandom
The Miller Model 1891 Rancher is a classic lever-action shotgun. Known for its reliable operation
and plentiful use during the end of the 19th century, it is still used throughout the world as a …

theHunter: Call of the Wild™ - Smoking Barrels Weapon Pack
Mar 26, 2020 · MILLER MODEL 1891: A firearm as tenacious as they come, this lever-action
shotgun follows the legacy of the gun that won the west, delivering unrelenting power with its …

Shotguns – theHunter COTW
Use the Find Function in your browser to easily locate the information you’re looking for. If you find
that I am missing a weapon, have wrong information, or need to update something please …

Miller 1891 is kind of sick to use! Downed 3 Whitetails with 3 ... - Reddit
Apr 23, 2020 · Downed 3 Whitetails with 3 shots in 3 seconds all close range. Third deer might be
quite hard to spot. It's like in the center of screen on the left close to small bush. This was …
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theHunter COTW: Miller 1891 10 GA Shotgun VS Cape Buffalo
Let's Play: Gaming Entertainment Presents: theHunter COTW: Miller 1891 10 GA Shotgun VS Cape
Buffalo*Update: This video was made when the weapon pack first c...

SMOKING BARRELS WEAPON PACK – The Hunter Customer Support
Jul 29, 2024 · With the largest bore in any commercially produced shotgun, the Miller Model 1891
leaves little to be desired when it comes to close-range stopping power. The Miller Model 1891 …

theHunter: Call of the Wild - Smoking Barrels Weapon Pack
Miller Model 1891: With the largest bore in any commercially produced shotgun, the Miller Model
1891 leaves little to be desired when it comes to close-range stopping power.

Video :: MILLER MODEL 1891! - Steam Community :: Video
We set out to test the new shotgun on some Canadian goose! Follow My TikTok - @Wildwillyy Follow
on Twitch - https://www.twitch.tv/wildwillyy Twitter: https://twitter.com/WildWillyOD Don't …

10 GA Brass Slug | TheHunter: Call of the Wild Wiki | Fandom
The 10 GA Brass Slug is an ammunition type available for the Miller Model 1891 family of shotguns.
This ammo is available as part of the Smoking Barrels Weapon Pack DLC.

theHunter: Call of the Wild™ - Smoking Barrels Weapon Pack
Miller Model 1891: Leaves little to be desired when it comes to close-range stopping power. New
weapons have arrived to theHunter: Call of the Wild. Graceful and sophisticated, the Hudzik is …

Explore the causes of World War 1 with our comprehensive worksheet answers key. Gain insights
and deepen your understanding. Learn more now!
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