
Chapter 11 The Civil War Begins Guided
Reading

Chapter 11: The Civil War Begins Guided Reading provides an insightful overview of the events
leading up to the American Civil War, highlighting the critical factors that contributed to the
conflict. This chapter serves as a crucial segment of American history, laying bare the tensions
between the North and South over issues such as slavery, state rights, and economic differences.
Through a guided reading approach, students and readers can delve deeper into the complexities of
this turbulent period, exploring the myriad causes and the significant events that ignited the war.

Understanding the Context of the Civil War

The chapter begins by examining the historical context that set the stage for the Civil War.



Understanding the backdrop of this conflict is essential for grasping the motivations and attitudes of
both the Union and Confederate sides.

Key Factors Leading to War

1. Slavery: The institution of slavery was the most contentious issue that divided the nation. The
Southern states relied heavily on slave labor for their agricultural economy, while the Northern
states were increasingly moving towards abolition and free labor.

2. State Rights vs. Federal Authority: The debate over the rights of states versus the power of the
federal government was another significant point of contention. Southern states believed they had
the right to govern themselves and make their own laws, particularly regarding slavery.

3. Economic Differences: The North was more industrialized and had a diverse economy, while the
South was predominantly agrarian. These economic differences created divergent interests, leading
to conflict over tariffs and trade policies.

4. Political Tensions: The rise of the Republican Party and figures such as Abraham Lincoln, who
opposed the expansion of slavery into the territories, fueled Southern fears of losing political power.

The Election of 1860

The chapter highlights the pivotal election of 1860, which was a turning point in American history.
The election results significantly impacted the relationship between the North and South.

Candidates and Their Positions

The election featured four main candidates, each representing different factions and ideologies:

- Abraham Lincoln (Republican): Advocated for halting the expansion of slavery into the territories.
- Stephen A. Douglas (Northern Democrat): Supported popular sovereignty, allowing territories to
decide for themselves about slavery.
- John C. Breckinridge (Southern Democrat): Championed the protection of slavery in all territories.
- John Bell (Constitutional Union): Sought to preserve the Union by avoiding the slavery issue
altogether.

Results and Reactions

- Lincoln's Victory: Lincoln won the presidency without securing a single Southern electoral vote,
demonstrating the deep regional divides in the country.
- Southern Secession: In response to Lincoln's election, Southern states began to secede from the
Union, starting with South Carolina in December 1860. This set a precedent that would lead to the
formation of the Confederate States of America.



The Formation of the Confederacy

As states seceded, they moved quickly to establish their own government. This section of the chapter
focuses on the formation of the Confederacy and its implications.

Establishment of the Confederate States of America

- Leadership: Jefferson Davis was elected as the President of the Confederacy, tasked with leading
the new nation during its formative years.
- Constitution: The Confederate Constitution was modeled after the U.S. Constitution but
emphasized states' rights and the protection of slavery.

Initial Actions and Military Preparations

- Fort Sumter: The situation escalated when Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861,
marking the official beginning of the Civil War.
- Mobilization of Troops: Both Union and Confederate states began to mobilize their troops,
preparing for what would become a long and grueling conflict.

The Outbreak of War

The chapter discusses the immediate consequences of the attack on Fort Sumter and how it
galvanized public opinion in both the North and South.

Public Sentiment and Mobilization

- Northern Reaction: The attack on Fort Sumter united many in the North, leading to an influx of
volunteers eager to defend the Union.
- Southern Enthusiasm: In the South, the attack was viewed as a justified defense of their rights and
way of life, resulting in a surge of enlistments.

Call to Arms

- Lincoln's Call for Troops: After the fall of Fort Sumter, Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers to serve
for three months, aiming to suppress the rebellion.
- Southern Responses: In response to Lincoln's call, additional Southern states seceded, including
Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina, further solidifying the divide.



Key Battles and Early Strategies

This section evaluates the early battles of the Civil War and the strategies employed by both sides.

Significant Early Battles

1. First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas): The first major battle of the Civil War occurred in July 1861,
resulting in a Confederate victory that shattered the North’s hopes for a quick win.

2. Battle of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson: These battles in early 1862 marked the first significant
Union victories, opening the way for further advances into the South.

Military Strategies

- Union Strategy: The Union adopted the Anaconda Plan, aiming to blockade Southern ports, control
the Mississippi River, and isolate the Confederacy economically.
- Confederate Strategy: The Confederacy aimed to defend its territory and seek international
recognition and support, hoping that the North would tire of the war.

Conclusion: The Civil War Begins

The chapter concludes by reflecting on the profound changes that the outbreak of the Civil War
would bring to America. It emphasizes that what began as a conflict over states' rights and slavery
would evolve into a fight for the very soul of the nation, redefining American identity and
governance.

In summary, Chapter 11: The Civil War Begins Guided Reading is an essential resource for
understanding the complex interplay of social, political, and economic factors that contributed to the
onset of the Civil War. By examining key events, figures, and battles, readers gain insight into the
motivations of both the Union and the Confederacy, preparing them for a deeper exploration of this
critical period in American history. The chapter serves as a reminder of the fragility of democracy
and the enduring impact of the Civil War on the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Civil War as discussed in
Chapter 11?
The main causes of the Civil War included issues like states' rights, slavery, economic differences
between the North and South, and the election of Abraham Lincoln.



How did the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 contribute to
the start of the Civil War?
Lincoln's election prompted several Southern states to secede from the Union, fearing that his
administration would restrict slavery.

What event marked the official beginning of the Civil War?
The official beginning of the Civil War was marked by the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter on
April 12, 1861.

What role did Fort Sumter play in the Civil War?
Fort Sumter was a Union fort in Charleston Harbor, and its capture by Confederate forces signaled
the start of open hostilities between the North and South.

How did the public react to the outbreak of the Civil War?
The public reaction was mixed; many in the North rallied to support the Union, while many in the
South celebrated the opportunity to defend their states' rights.

What was the significance of the Confederate States of
America (CSA) formation?
The formation of the CSA represented the Southern states' commitment to secession and their desire
to maintain slavery and states' rights.

What were some initial military strategies employed by both
the Union and Confederate forces?
The Union aimed for a strategy of Anaconda Plan, which included blockading Southern ports and
capturing key waterways, while the Confederates focused on defensive strategies and leveraging
their knowledge of the terrain.

What impact did the secession of Southern states have on the
federal government?
The secession of Southern states challenged the authority of the federal government and led to a
reevaluation of national unity and the enforcement of federal laws.

What role did key figures like Jefferson Davis and Abraham
Lincoln play at the onset of the Civil War?
Jefferson Davis served as the President of the Confederacy, advocating for Southern independence,
while Abraham Lincoln sought to preserve the Union and prevent further secession.

How did the media influence public perception of the Civil



War during its early stages?
Media coverage played a significant role in shaping public opinion, as newspapers reported on
battles and political debates, fueling support for the war effort in both the North and South.
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