
Check My Eviction History

Check my eviction history is a crucial step for individuals who want to understand their rental history,
especially if they are planning to apply for a new rental property. Eviction records can significantly impact a
tenant's ability to secure housing, as landlords and property management companies frequently check these
records to assess the reliability of prospective tenants. In this article, we will explore how to check your
eviction history, the importance of understanding it, the potential implications of eviction records, and what
steps you can take if you find an eviction on your record.

Understanding Eviction History

Eviction history refers to the records that indicate whether a tenant has faced eviction proceedings in the past.
This history can include:

- Legal filings related to eviction.
- Court outcomes regarding the eviction.
- Details about the landlord or property management involved.
- Dates of eviction proceedings.

Eviction records are often maintained by courts and can be accessed by landlords and property management
companies during the tenant screening process. When a potential tenant applies for a rental, landlords
typically conduct background checks that may include reviewing eviction history. This practice is common, as
landlords want to mitigate risks associated with renting to individuals who may have a history of not
fulfilling rental agreements.

Why Check Your Eviction History?

Checking your eviction history can offer several benefits:

1. Awareness: Knowing your eviction history helps you understand what landlords may see when they conduct
background checks.
2. Dispute Errors: If you find discrepancies in your record, you can take steps to dispute them, ensuring that
incorrect information does not adversely affect your rental applications.
3. Preparation: Being aware of your eviction history allows you to prepare for potential questions from
landlords and present your case more effectively.
4. Improving Rental Chances: If you have a history of eviction, understanding the details can help you find ways
to improve your rental applications.



How to Check Your Eviction History

There are several methods to check your eviction history. Below are some of the most common approaches:

1. Court Records

Most eviction cases are filed in local courts. You can check your eviction history by visiting the court where
you lived during the time of the eviction. Here’s how to do it:

- Identify the Correct Court: Determine which court handles eviction cases in your area. This is usually a
local or municipal court.
- Visit the Clerk's Office: Go to the court clerk’s office and request access to public records.
- Provide Necessary Information: You may need to provide personal information, such as your full name,
previous addresses, and dates of residence.
- Review the Records: The clerk can help you navigate the records, and you can review any eviction filings
associated with your name.

2. Online Databases

Many jurisdictions have made court records accessible online. To check your eviction history online:

- Visit Local Court Websites: Many local courts have searchable databases where you can look up eviction
cases.
- Use Statewide Databases: Some states have statewide databases that compile eviction records from various
courts.
- Third-Party Services: There are also third-party websites that offer eviction record checks for a fee. Ensure
that these services are reputable before using them.

3. Tenant Screening Services

You can also use tenant screening services to check your eviction history. These services typically gather
information from various sources and compile it into a report. Many of these services offer the ability for
individuals to request their own reports. To use a tenant screening service:

- Select a Reputable Service: Look for tenant screening companies that offer consumer reports.
- Request Your Report: Follow the service's procedure to request your eviction history report.
- Review the Information: Once you receive your report, carefully review it for any inaccuracies.

Understanding the Implications of Eviction Records

Having an eviction on your record can have significant implications for your ability to secure housing. Here are
some potential impacts:

1. Difficulty in Securing Rentals

Landlords may be reluctant to rent to individuals with an eviction history. Many landlords have strict
policies regarding evictions, and a previous eviction can lead to:



- Automatic Denial: Some landlords may automatically deny applications from individuals with an eviction on
record.
- Higher Security Deposits: If you do get approved, you might be required to pay a higher security deposit.

2. Impacting Creditworthiness

While eviction records are separate from credit reports, they can still indirectly affect your
creditworthiness. For example:

- Collections: If the eviction involved unpaid rent, the landlord may have pursued collections, which could
appear on your credit report.
- Increased Risk Perception: Landlords may view an eviction as an indicator of unreliable behavior, impacting
their perception of your overall creditworthiness.

3. Emotional and Psychological Effects

Dealing with an eviction can be stressful and emotionally taxing. The implications of eviction records can lead
to:

- Stigma: Individuals with eviction histories may face stigma, impacting their self-esteem and confidence.
- Increased Stress: The stress of finding housing and facing rejection can be overwhelming.

What to Do If You Find an Eviction on Your Record

If you discover an eviction on your record, it’s essential to take appropriate steps to address the issue:

1. Verify the Information

Before taking any action, ensure that the eviction record is accurate. Review the details thoroughly to
confirm that it pertains to you.

2. Dispute Errors

If you find inaccuracies, you can dispute the eviction record. Here’s how:

- Contact the Reporting Agency: If a tenant screening service reported the eviction, contact them to dispute the
information.
- Gather Evidence: Provide any documentation that supports your case, such as payment records or court
documents that show the eviction was resolved favorably.
- Follow Up: Ensure that the agency investigates your dispute and updates the records if necessary.

3. Seek Legal Assistance

In some cases, it may be beneficial to consult with a lawyer, particularly if:

- You believe the eviction was unlawful.



- You need guidance on the process of disputing the eviction.

4. Improve Your Rental Prospects

If your eviction record is accurate, focus on improving your rental prospects:

- Provide References: Offer strong references from previous landlords or employers who can vouch for your
reliability.
- Offer a Larger Deposit: If feasible, offering a larger security deposit can reassure landlords.
- Explain Your Situation: In your rental applications, provide a brief explanation of the circumstances
surrounding the eviction and how you have improved since then.

Conclusion

Checking your eviction history is a fundamental step for anyone navigating the rental market. Understanding
your eviction record, verifying its accuracy, and knowing how to address any issues can empower you in your
quest for housing. While having an eviction on your record can pose challenges, being proactive and informed
can help you overcome these obstacles and secure a rental that meets your needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I check my eviction history online?
You can check your eviction history online by visiting websites that aggregate public records, such as your
state's court system website or eviction record databases. Some services may require a small fee.

What information do I need to check my eviction history?
Typically, you will need your full name, date of birth, and possibly your previous addresses to access your
eviction history.

Are eviction records public information?
Yes, eviction records are generally considered public information, which means they can be accessed by anyone,
although the process may vary by state.

How long does an eviction stay on my record?
An eviction can stay on your record for up to seven years, but this may vary depending on state laws and the
specifics of the case.

What should I do if I find an error in my eviction history?
If you find an error in your eviction history, contact the court or the agency that reported the eviction and
provide documentation to dispute the error. You may also need to file a formal request for correction.

Can I expunge an eviction from my record?
In some cases, it is possible to expunge an eviction from your record, particularly if it was dismissed or if
certain conditions are met. You will need to check your local laws and possibly petition the court.



Will an eviction history affect my chances of renting a new apartment?
Yes, an eviction history can negatively impact your chances of renting a new apartment, as landlords often
conduct background checks to review potential tenants' rental history.

How can I improve my rental chances if I have an eviction history?
To improve your rental chances with an eviction history, provide references, offer a larger security deposit, or
seek out landlords who are more lenient with past evictions.

Is there a fee to check my eviction history?
Some online services and court systems may charge a fee to access eviction records, while others may allow
you to check your history for free.

What types of evictions are recorded in my eviction history?
Your eviction history may include various types of evictions, such as those for non-payment of rent, lease
violations, or unlawful detainers, as well as any associated court judgments.
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