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1. When did the French Revelution begin?

1789

1. What kind of government did France have before the events of the French Revolution?

Absalute monarchy

3. What kind of government did France hawve as a résult of the Frendch Revalution ?

Republic that was based off the properties of equality, liberty, and fraternity

CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION ANSWER KEY

THE CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION ARE A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND INTELLECTUAL
FACTORS THAT CULMINATED IN ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT UPHEAVALS IN WORLD HISTORY. THIS REVOLUTION, WHICH
BEGAN IN | 789, WAS NOT MERELY A SPONTANEOUS OUTBREAK OF DISCONTENT BUT RATHER THE RESULT OF LONGSTANDING
ISSUES THAT HAD BEEN BREWING IN FRANCE FOR DECADES. [UNDERSTANDING THESE CAUSES PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO NOT ONLY THE
EVENTS OF THE REVOLUTION ITSELF BUT ALSO THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIETY AND GOVERNANCE IN THE MODERN
\WORLD.

PoLiTicaL CAUSES

THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF FRANCE PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION WAS MARKED BY INEQUALITY, ABSOLUTISM, AND A LACK OF
REPRESENTATION.



1. ABSOLUTE MONARCHY

- THe FRENCH MONARCHY, PARTICULARLY UNDER KING Louls XV, EPITOMIZED ABSOLUTE RULE. THE KING HAD NEAR-TOTAL
CONTROL OVER THE STATE, WHICH MEANT THAT HIS DECISIONS WERE MADE WITHOUT THE CONSENT OR INPUT OF THE
POPULACE.

- THIS LED TO WIDESPREAD DISCONTENT, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE THIRD ESTATE, WHICH COMPRISED THE COMMON PEOPLE WHO
BORE THE TAX BURDEN WITHOUT ANY POLITICAL POWER.

2. LACK OF REPRESENTATION

- THe ESTATES-GENERAL, A LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, WAS CONVENED INFREQUENTLY AND WAS DOMINATED BY THE FIRST
(cLERGY) AND SECOND (NOBILITY) ESTATES, LEAVING THE THIRD ESTATE MARGINALIZED.

- THE THIRD ESTATE’S CALL FOR GREATER REPRESENTATION WAS MET WITH RESISTANCE, FUELING RESENTMENT TOWARDS THE
RULING CLASS AND LEADING TO DEMANDS FOR REFORM.

3. ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS

- THE ENLIGHTENMENT BROUGHT FORTH NEW IDEAS ABOUT GOVERNANCE, LIBERTY, AND EQUALITY. PHILOSOPHERS LIKE
ROUSSEAU, \/OLTAIRE, AND MONTESQUIEU CHAMPIONED CONCEPTS THAT CHALLENGED THE STATUS QUO.

- THESE IDEAS INSPIRED THE POPULACE TO QUESTION TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY AND SEEK A GOVERNMENT THAT REPRESENTED
THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE.

SociaL CAUSES

THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF FRANCE WAS RIGIDLY DIVIDED INTO THREE ESTATES, CREATING SIGNIFICANT CLASS TENSIONS THAT
CONTRIBUTED TO THE REVOLUTION.

1. CLAss DISPARITIES

- THE FIRST ESTATE (CLERGY) AND SECOND ESTATE (NOBILITY) ENJOYED NUMEROUS PRIVILEGES, INCLUDING EXEMPTION FROM
MANY TAXES, WHILE THE THIRD ESTATE (COMMONERS) WAS HEAVILY TAXED AND HAD LITTLE TO NO POLITICAL POWER.

- THIS DISPARITY LED TO A GROWING RESENTMENT AMONG THE THIRD ESTATE, WHICH INCLUDED PEASANTS, URBAN WORKERS,
AND THE BOURGEOISIE (MIDDLE CLASS).

2. THe ROLE OF THE BOURGEOISIE

- THe BOURGEOISIE, WHO WERE EDUCATED AND ECONOMICALLY PROSPEROUS, BEGAN TO RESENT THEIR LACK OF POLITICAL
POWER RELATIVE TO THE ARISTOCRACY.

- THEIR DESIRE FOR POLITICAL INFLUENCE, COUPLED WITH ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS, POSITIONED THEM AS A LEADING FORCE IN THE
REVOLUTION.

3. SoclAL GRIEVANCES

- COMMONERS FACED RISING FOOD PRICES, POOR LIVING CONDITIONS, AND OPPRESSIVE TAXATION, LEADING TO WIDESPREAD
DISCONTENT.



- THE FRENCH POPULACE WAS INCREASINGLY AWARE OF THEIR PLIGHT, ESPECIALLY DURING THE FAMINE YEARS LEADING UP TO
THE REVOLUTION, WHICH INTENSIFIED CALLS FOR CHANGE.

EconomMic CAUSES

ECONOMIC HARDSHIP PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE LEAD-UP TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, WITH VARIOUS FACTORS
CONTRIBUTING TO THE FINANCIAL CRISIS.

1. NATIONAL DeBT

- FRANCE'S INVOLVEMENT IN COSTLY WARS, SUCH AS THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY \X/AR, SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED THE
NATIONAL DEBT.

- THE GOVERNMENT'S INABILITY TO MANAGE THIS DEBT OR IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVE FISCAL REFORMS LED TO A FINANCIAL CRISIS,
PROMPTING THE NEED FOR DRASTIC CHANGES.

2. TAXATION INEQUITIES

- THE TAX SYSTEM WAS HEAVILY SKEWED, WITH THE THIRD ESTATE BEARING THE BRUNT OF TAXATION WHILE THE PRIVILEGED
ESTATES PAID LITTLE.

- THIS INEQUITY FUELED ANGER AGAINST THE MONARCHY AND THE NOBILITY, WHO WERE SEEN AS LIVING LAVISHLY WHILE THE
COMMON PEOPLE SUFFERED.

3. EconoMIC MISMANAGEMENT

- THE GOVERNMENT’S MISMANAGEMENT OF ECONOMIC POLICIES, INCLUDING A FAILURE TO ADDRESS RISING FOOD PRICES AND
INFLATION, LED TO WIDESPREAD DISCONTENT.

- THE INABILITY TO IMPLEMENT REFORMS THAT COULD ALLEVIATE THE ECONOMIC BURDEN ON THE LOWER CLASSES PLAYED A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR.

INTELLECTUAL CAUSES

THE INTELLECTUAL CLIMATE IN FRANCE PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION WAS CHARGED WITH NEW IDEAS THAT CHALLENGED EXISTING
NORMS AND ENCOURAGED REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT.

1. THE ENLIGHTENMENT MOVEMENT

- THE ENLIGHTENMENT WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A QUESTIONING OF TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY AND A BELIEF IN REASON AND
SCIENCE AS THE BASIS FOR KNOWLEDGE.

- THINKERS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT CRITICIZED ABSOLUTE MONARCHY AND PROMOTED IDEAS OF DEMOCRACY, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
AND SOCIAL CONTRACTS, INSPIRING REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENTS.

’

2. THE INFLUENCE OF PHILOSOPHERS

- PHILOSOPHERS SUCH AS JOHN LLOCKE AND JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU ARGUED FOR THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS AND THE



CONCEPT OF GOVERNMENT BY CONSENT.
- THEIR WRITINGS ENCOURAGED THE POPULACE TO ENVISION A SOCIETY THAT WAS MORE EGALITARIAN AND JUST, MOTIVATING
THE CALLS FOR CHANGE.

3. SPREAD OF REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS

- THE PRINTING PRESS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN DISSEMINATING REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS, ENABLING PAMPHLETS AND
LITERATURE TO REACH A \WIDER AUDIENCE.

- THIS FACILITATED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RIGHTS, GOVERNANCE, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, IGNITING THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT
AMONG THE PEOPLE.

IMMEDIATE CAUSES AND EVENTS LEADING TO THE REVOLUTION

W/HILE THE AFOREMENTIONED CAUSES LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE REVOLUTION, CERTAIN IMMEDIATE EVENTS CATALYZED
THE UPRISING.

1. THe FINANCIAL CRISIS OF 1788

- A SEVERE FINANCIAL CRISIS FORCED KING Louis XV| To CONVENE THE ESTATES-GENERAL INMAY 1789, A MOVE THAT
PROVED TO BE A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN FRENCH HISTORY.

- THE THIRD ESTATE SEIZED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PUSH FOR GREATER REPRESENTATION AND REFORMS, LEADING TO TENSION
WITH THE OTHER ESTATES.

2. THe FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

- FRUSTRATED WITH THEIR LACK OF INFLUENCE, THE THIRD ESTATE DECLARED ITSELF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY INJUNE 1789,
ASSERTING THEIR RIGHT TO REPRESENT THE FRENCH PEOPLE.
- THIS ACT OF DEFIANCE MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT, AS IT CHALLENGED THE AUTHORITY OF THE MONARCHY.

3. THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE

- OnNJuLy 14, 1789, THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE PRISON BECAME A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF THE REVOLUTION AND THE
FIGHT AGAINST TYRANNY.

- THIS EVENT GALVANIZED THE REVOLUTIONARIES AND DEMONSTRATED THE WILLINGNESS OF THE POPULACE TO TAKE DIRECT
ACTION AGAINST THE MONARCHY.

CoNCLUSION

THE CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION WERE MULTIFACETED AND INTERWOVEN, ROOTED IN A SOCIETY THAT WAS RIPE FOR
CHANGE. PoLITICAL DISENFRANCHISEMENT , SOCIAL INEQUALITY, ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, AND REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS
COLLECTIVELY FUELED THE DESIRE FOR REFORM. THE REVOLUTION THAT ENSUED WAS NOT MERELY A REACTION TO IMMEDIATE
GRIEVANCES BUT THE CULMINATION OF DECADES OF DISCONTENT AND THE STRUGGLE FOR A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE CAUSES NOT ONLY SHEDS LIGHT ON THE EVENTS OF 1789 BUT ALSO PROVIDES VALUABLE LESSONS
ABOUT THE DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF ADDRESSING THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS IN ANY
SOCIETY.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WERE THE MAIN SOCIAL CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

THE MAIN SOCIAL CAUSES INCLUDED THE RIGID CLASS STRUCTURE OF THE OLD REGIME, WITH THE FIRST ESTATE (CLERGY),
SECOND ESTATE (NOBILITY), AND THIRD ESTATE (COMMONERS) FACING DISCRIMINATION AND HEAVY TAXATION.

How DID ECONOMIC FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

ECONOMIC FACTORS INCLUDED RISING DEBT FROM WARS, POOR HARVESTS LEADING TO FOOD SHORTAGES, AND HEAVY
TAXATION ON THE THIRD ESTATE, WHICH FUELED DISCONTENT AND CALLS FOR REFORM.

\WHAT ROLE DID ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS PLAY IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS PROMOTED CONCEPTS OF LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND FRATERNITY, ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO QUESTION
TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY AND SEEK A GOVERNMENT BASED ON REASON AND SOCIAL CONTRACTS.

How pib THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION INFLUENCE THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION PROVIDED A SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE OF REBELLION AGAINST MONARCHY AND INSPIRED FRENCH
REVOLUTIONARIES WITH IDEAS OF DEMOCRACY AND RIGHTS, AS WELL AS FINANCIAL STRAIN DUE TO FRENCH SUPPORT OF THE
AMERICAN CAUSE.

\WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ESTATES-GENERAL IN THE LEAD-UP TO THE
FRENCH REVOLUTION?

THE CONVENING OF THE ESTATES-GENERAL IN 1789 SYMBOLIZED THE FAILURE OF THE MONARCHY TO ADDRESS GRIEVANCES,
LEADING TO THE FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BY THE THIRD ESTATE AND IGNITING REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR.

\W/HAT ECONOMIC CRISIS OCCURRED IN FRANCE BEFORE THE REVOLUTION?

FRANCE FACED A SEVERE ECONOMIC CRISIS MARKED BY BANKRUPTCY, INFLATION, AND HIGH BREAD PRICES, WHICH EXACERBATED
THE PLIGHT OF THE COMMON PEOPLE AND HEIGHTENED REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENTS.

How pib KING Louis XVI's ACTIONS CONTRIBUTE TO THE REVOLUTION?

KING Louis XVI’s INDECISION, INABILITY TO REFORM THE TAX SYSTEM, AND FAILURE TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF THE THIRD
ESTATE ERODED TRUST IN THE MONARCHY AND FUELED REVOLUTIONARY ACTIONS.

\WHAT IMPACT DID THE FAILURE OF THE FRENCH MONARCHY HAVE ON THE REVOLUTION?

THE FAILURE OF THE FRENCH MONARCHY TO EFFECTIVELY GOVERN AND ADDRESS SOCIAL INJUSTICES LED TO WIDESPREAD
DISILLUSIONMENT , ULTIMATELY RESULTING IN THE RISE OF REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS AND THE OVERTHROW OF THE
MONARCHY.
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