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CFA Level 1 Economics is a critical component of the Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA) program, designed to provide candidates with a fundamental
understanding of economic principles and their application in the financial
markets. Economics serves as a foundation for many areas in finance,
including investment analysis, portfolio management, and financial decision-
making. In this article, we will explore the key topics covered in CFA Level
1 Economics, the structure of the exam, and study tips for success.

Overview of CFA Level 1 Economics

CFA Level 1 Economics focuses on two primary areas: Microeconomics and
Macroeconomics. The curriculum aims to equip candidates with the necessary
tools to analyze economic data and make informed financial decisions.
Understanding these concepts is vital as economic conditions can
significantly impact investment outcomes.

Microeconomics

Microeconomics is the study of individual economic agents, such as consumers
and firms, and how they make decisions regarding resource allocation. Key
topics covered in this section include:

1. Supply and Demand: Understanding how markets operate, the laws of supply
and demand, and the factors that influence them.

2. Elasticity: Examining price elasticity of demand and supply, and how it
affects consumer behavior and firm pricing strategies.

3. Consumer Behavior: Analyzing how consumers make choices based on utility
maximization and budget constraints.



4. Production and Costs: Exploring how firms determine the optimal level of
output, the various types of costs associated with production, and economies
of scale.

5. Market Structures: Identifying different market structures, including
perfect competition, monopolistic competition, oligopoly, and monopoly, and
their implications for pricing and output decisions.

Macroeconomics

Macroeconomics deals with the economy as a whole and examines aggregate
indicators such as GDP, inflation, and unemployment. Key topics in this
section include:

1. Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Understanding the components of GDP, its
measurement, and its limitations as an economic indicator.

2. Inflation: Learning about the causes of inflation, measurement techniques
(such as the Consumer Price Index), and the impact of inflation on purchasing
power.

3. Unemployment: Analyzing different types of unemployment (frictional,
structural, cyclical) and their implications for the economy.

4. Fiscal Policy: Examining government spending and taxation policies, their
impact on economic activity, and the concept of budget deficits and
surpluses.

5. Monetary Policy: Understanding the role of central banks, tools of
monetary policy (like interest rates and open market operations), and the
relationship between money supply and inflation.

Understanding Economic Indicators

Economic indicators are essential for assessing the health of an economy and
predicting future economic activity. CFA Level 1 candidates must familiarize
themselves with various indicators and their significance. Some of the key
economic indicators include:

- Leading Indicators: These are predictive in nature and provide insights
into future economic activity. Examples include stock market performance and
new housing starts.

- Coincident Indicators: These indicators move with the economy and provide
information about the current state. Examples include GDP, employment levels,
and retail sales.

- Lagging Indicators: These indicators follow economic trends and confirm
patterns after they have occurred. Examples include unemployment rates and
corporate profits.



The Role of International Economics

In today's globalized world, understanding international economics is crucial
for CFA candidates. This section covers:

1. Exchange Rates: The determination of exchange rates and their impact on
trade balances and capital flows.

2. Balance of Payments: Understanding the components of balance of payments,
including the current account and capital account, and their implications for
economic policy.

3. Trade Policies: Examining the effects of tariffs, quotas, and trade
agreements on international trade and economic relationships.

Global Economic Issues

Candidates should also be aware of significant global economic issues,
including:

- Economic Growth: Understanding the factors that drive long-term economic
growth, including capital accumulation, labor force growth, and technological
advancements.

- Development Economics: Analyzing the challenges faced by developing
economies and the role of international institutions in promoting economic
development.

- Environmental Economics: Exploring the economic implications of
environmental policies and the trade-offs between economic growth and
sustainability.

Preparing for the CFA Level 1 Economics Exam

To succeed in the CFA Level 1 Economics section, candidates should adopt a
structured study approach. Here are some effective study tips:

1. Understand the Curriculum: Familiarize yourself with the CFA Institute's
curriculum, focusing on the Learning Outcome Statements (LOS) that outline
what you must learn for the exam.

2. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate sufficient time for each topic based on
your strengths and weaknesses. A well-structured study plan can help you
cover all material effectively.

3. Utilize Study Materials: Use a mix of textbooks, online courses, and
practice exams. The CFA Institute provides a wealth of resources, including

mock exams and question banks.

4. Practice Problems: Regularly solve practice questions to reinforce your



understanding of economic concepts and improve your problem-solving skills.

5. Engage in Discussion: Join study groups or online forums to discuss
complex topics with fellow candidates. Teaching others can solidify your own
understanding.

6. Review Regularly: Periodic review of previously studied material is
crucial for retaining information and ensuring you are well-prepared for exam
day.

Conclusion

CFA Level 1 Economics is a vital subject that lays the groundwork for
understanding the broader financial landscape. Mastering both microeconomic
and macroeconomic principles is essential for any aspiring financial analyst.
By grasping economic concepts, analyzing indicators, and understanding global
issues, candidates can make informed investment decisions and contribute
effectively to their organizations. With diligent preparation and a strategic
study plan, success on the CFA Level 1 Economics exam is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of CFA Level 1 Economics?

The primary focus of CFA Level 1 Economics is to provide a foundational
understanding of microeconomics and macroeconomics, including key concepts
such as supply and demand, market structures, and economic indicators.

How does the concept of opportunity cost relate to
decision-making in economics?

Opportunity cost represents the value of the next best alternative forgone
when making a decision. It is crucial in economics as it helps individuals
and businesses assess the trade-offs of their choices.

What role do interest rates play in the economy as
covered in CFA Level 1?

Interest rates influence borrowing and lending behaviors, affect consumer
spending and investment, and are a key tool for central banks in managing
economic growth and inflation.

Can you explain the difference between nominal and



real GDP?

Nominal GDP measures a country's economic output without adjusting for
inflation, while real GDP accounts for inflation and provides a more accurate
reflection of an economy's size and performance over time.

What is the significance of the business cycle in
economics?

The business cycle describes the fluctuations in economic activity over time,
including periods of expansion and contraction. Understanding it helps
investors and policymakers anticipate economic conditions.

How does monetary policy affect inflation?

Monetary policy affects inflation by controlling the money supply and
interest rates. Expansionary policies can lead to higher inflation, while
contractionary policies aim to reduce inflation.

What are externalities and how do they impact market
outcomes?

Externalities are costs or benefits that affect third parties not directly
involved in a transaction. They can lead to market failures if not addressed,
as they distort the true costs and benefits of economic activities.

What is the law of supply and demand?

The law of supply and demand states that, all else being equal, an increase
in demand for a good or service will lead to a higher equilibrium price,
while an increase in supply will lower the equilibrium price.

What are the key components of fiscal policy as
taught in CFA Level 1?

Fiscal policy involves government spending and taxation decisions to
influence economic activity. Key components include government budgets, tax
policies, and public expenditure aimed at stabilizing the economy.
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