
Cbs Radio Mystery Theater Episode Guide

CBS Radio Mystery Theater Episode Guide is a comprehensive resource for fans
of one of the most beloved radio drama series of the 1970s and 1980s.
Launched in 1974 by CBS, this anthology program brought thrilling,
mysterious, and often chilling stories to life through the art of sound and
voice. Hosted by the iconic E.G. Marshall, the series captivated audiences
with its unique blend of suspense, drama, and narrative storytelling. This
article delves into the show's history, notable episodes, recurring themes,
and its legacy in the world of radio drama.



Background of CBS Radio Mystery Theater

Origins and Concept
The CBS Radio Mystery Theater was conceived as a revival of the classic radio
drama format that had lost popularity with the rise of television. With the
intention of creating a new generation of listeners, the show aimed to
deliver high-quality storytelling that engaged the imagination. The program
featured original scripts written by seasoned writers, many of whom had
previously worked in television, film, or other radio programs.

Format and Structure
Each episode typically ran for around 50 minutes and was structured to
include:

1. Introduction: E.G. Marshall would introduce the story, often setting a
mood of suspense or intrigue.
2. The Story: The main narrative featuring a range of characters, plot
twists, and a resolution.
3. Conclusion: Marshall would wrap up the episode, sometimes offering
commentary or reflections on the themes explored.

The series aired on weekday evenings, which allowed listeners to unwind after
a long day and immerse themselves in the gripping tales.

Notable Episodes of CBS Radio Mystery Theater

Over its run from 1974 to 1982, CBS Radio Mystery Theater produced a total of
1,399 episodes. While it's challenging to select a few episodes as the
"best," certain stories have garnered particular acclaim, resonating with
audiences for their storytelling, performances, and intriguing plots.

Top Ten Episodes

1. "The Dark Side" (Episode 1) - The inaugural episode sets the tone for the
series, exploring the psychological effects of guilt and the supernatural.
2. "The House That Death Built" (Episode 89) - A chilling tale about a
haunted house that leads to a shocking revelation.
3. "The Man Who Was Death" (Episode 18) - This episode features a protagonist
who personifies death, leading to a complex moral dilemma.
4. "The Last Man" (Episode 126) - A thought-provoking narrative about
isolation and the human condition.
5. "The Return of the Vampire" (Episode 217) - A gothic horror story that
revitalizes classic vampire tropes.
6. "Death of a Ghost" (Episode 321) - A clever twist on the idea of
unresolved mysteries after death.
7. "The Curse of the Wolf" (Episode 462) - A tale of vengeance intertwined
with folklore and mythology.
8. "The Devil's Advocate" (Episode 587) - A courtroom drama that raises
questions about morality and justice.



9. "The Witch's Curse" (Episode 742) - A riveting story of betrayal and
supernatural consequences.
10. "The Phantom of the Opera" (Episode 883) - A reimagining of the classic
tale, focusing on love and tragedy.

Recurring Themes and Styles

One of the reasons CBS Radio Mystery Theater remains noteworthy is its
exploration of recurring themes that resonate with the human experience.

Psychological Thrills
Many episodes delve into the psychological complexities of characters,
examining their fears, desires, and motivations. Stories often feature
protagonists facing moral dilemmas or grappling with guilt, leading to
suspenseful and thought-provoking narratives.

Supernatural Elements
The series frequently incorporated supernatural phenomena, including ghosts,
curses, and otherworldly beings. These elements heightened the dramatic
tension and provided a vehicle for exploring themes of mortality and the
unknown.

Historical and Cultural Context
Several episodes drew from historical events or cultural legends, allowing
for rich storytelling that connected listeners to broader human experiences.
Themes of love, betrayal, and revenge were often intertwined with these
narratives, making them relatable across generations.

The Legacy of CBS Radio Mystery Theater

Impact on Radio Drama
CBS Radio Mystery Theater played a crucial role in revitalizing interest in
radio drama during its run. By emphasizing high production values, strong
writing, and talented actors, the show contributed to a renewed appreciation
for the art of audio storytelling.

Influence on Modern Media
The influence of CBS Radio Mystery Theater can be seen in contemporary
podcasts and audio dramas that prioritize narrative depth and character
development. The resurgence of interest in audio storytelling has led to a
new generation of creators drawing inspiration from the classic radio dramas
of the past.



Preservation of Episodes
The preservation of CBS Radio Mystery Theater episodes has allowed new
audiences to discover the series. Many episodes are available for streaming
on various platforms, and collections of the episodes can be found on CD and
digital formats. This accessibility has ensured that the show's legacy
continues to thrive.

Conclusion

The CBS Radio Mystery Theater Episode Guide serves as a valuable resource for
both new listeners and longtime fans of the series. With its compelling
stories, rich themes, and memorable characters, the show remains a standout
example of the art of radio drama. As audiences continue to seek out
innovative narratives in the audio medium, the legacy of CBS Radio Mystery
Theater endures, reminding us of the power of storytelling to entertain,
provoke thought, and evoke emotion.

Whether you are revisiting your favorite episodes or discovering them for the
first time, the journey through the eerie and suspenseful world of CBS Radio
Mystery Theater is sure to captivate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is CBS Radio Mystery Theater?
CBS Radio Mystery Theater is a classic radio drama series that aired from
1974 to 1982, featuring original mystery stories and adaptations of classic
tales, narrated by E.G. Marshall.

How many episodes are in the CBS Radio Mystery
Theater?
There are a total of 139 episodes of CBS Radio Mystery Theater that were
produced during its run.

Where can I find a complete episode guide for CBS
Radio Mystery Theater?
A complete episode guide for CBS Radio Mystery Theater can be found on
various websites dedicated to old-time radio shows, as well as on fan sites
and databases like OTR.net.

Who were some of the notable writers for CBS Radio
Mystery Theater?
Notable writers for CBS Radio Mystery Theater included classic authors like
Edgar Allan Poe and Agatha Christie, as well as radio writers like Sam Dan
and Henry Slesar.



What was the format of a typical CBS Radio Mystery
Theater episode?
A typical episode featured a one-hour format, beginning with a brief
introduction by the host, E.G. Marshall, followed by a suspenseful story that
often contained a twist ending.

Are the episodes of CBS Radio Mystery Theater
available for streaming?
Yes, many episodes of CBS Radio Mystery Theater are available for streaming
on various platforms, including podcast services and dedicated old-time radio
websites.

Did CBS Radio Mystery Theater feature recurring
characters?
No, CBS Radio Mystery Theater primarily focused on standalone stories, so
there were no recurring characters; however, some actors appeared in multiple
episodes.

What themes are commonly explored in CBS Radio
Mystery Theater episodes?
Common themes in CBS Radio Mystery Theater episodes include murder mysteries,
supernatural events, psychological thrillers, and classic whodunits.

How did CBS Radio Mystery Theater influence modern
audio dramas?
CBS Radio Mystery Theater set a standard for audio storytelling with its high
production quality, engaging narratives, and skilled voice acting,
influencing many modern audio dramas and podcasts.

What is the legacy of CBS Radio Mystery Theater
today?
The legacy of CBS Radio Mystery Theater endures as a beloved piece of audio
history, inspiring new generations of listeners and creators in the mystery
genre and the broader audio drama landscape.
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