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1&1. Rising Tide of Freedom

CC Cycle 2 Week 23 History is a fascinating topic that dives into significant historical events, figures, and
themes relevant to the study of history in the Classical Conversations (CC) curriculum. This week focuses
on the era of the American Revolution, a pivotal period that shaped the future of the United States and its
governance. Understanding the American Revolution not only provides insight into the founding
principles of the nation but also highlights the influences and struggles that defined this critical moment in

history.

Overview of the American Revolution

The American Revolution, which lasted from 1775 to 1783, was a colonial revolt against British rule. It was
fueled by a variety of factors including political, economic, and social discontent among the American
colonists. The revolution ultimately led to the establishment of the United States of America as an

independent nation.

Key Causes of the American Revolution

1. Taxation without Representation: One of the most significant grievances of the colonists was the
imposition of taxes by the British Parliament in which they had no representation. This included taxes on

everyday items such as tea, paper, and glass.

2. The Intolerable Acts: In response to the Boston Tea Party, the British government enacted the

Intolerable Acts, which further restricted the freedoms of the colonists and increased tensions.



3. Desire for Self-Government: Many colonists began to feel that they were capable of governing

themselves and resented British interference in their local affairs.

4. Enlightenment Ideas: The period of Enlightenment introduced new ideas about democracy, liberty, and

the rights of individuals, which inspired leaders of the revolution.
Key Events Leading Up to the Revolution
- The Boston Tea Party (1773): A direct protest against the Tea Act, colonists disguised as Mohawk Indians

dumped 342 chests of British tea into Boston Harbor. This act of defiance galvanized public opinion against

British rule.
- The First Continental Congress (1774): Delegates from twelve of the thirteen colonies met in Philadelphia
to organize colonial resistance against the Intolerable Acts. This was a crucial step toward unity among the

colonies.

- Lexington and Concord (1775): Often referred to as "the shot heard 'round the world," these battles

marked the beginning of armed conflict between Britain and the colonies.

Important Figures of the American Revolution

The American Revolution was not just a series of events but also involved many influential leaders whose

ideas and actions significantly shaped its course.

George Washington

As the commander of the Continental Army, George Washington played a pivotal role in leading the
colonies to victory against British forces. His leadership qualities and ability to inspire troops were crucial to
the revolution's success.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson, the principal author of the Declaration of Independence, articulated the colonies' desire
for freedom and laid out the philosophical underpinnings of the new nation. His belief in individual rights
and governance by consent became foundational to American democracy.

Benjamin Franklin

A polymath and diplomat, Benjamin Franklin was instrumental in securing French support for the
American cause. His efforts in diplomacy and his contributions to the revolutionary ideology made him a

critical figure in the movement.

John Adams



John Adams was a strong advocate for independence and played a vital role in the Continental Congress.

His writings and speeches helped to galvanize support for the revolution among the colonists.

The Course of the American Revolution

The revolution progressed through several key phases, each with its own set of challenges and victories.
Early Battles

The initial battles, including those at Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill, and Saratoga, set the stage for
the conflict. The Battle of Saratoga, in particular, is often seen as a turning point as it convinced France to
formally ally with the colonies.

The Role of France

France's involvement was crucial in the American victory. The French provided military support,

financial aid, and naval power, culminating in the decisive victory at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781.

The Treaty of Paris (1783)

The war officially ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which recognized American

independence. The treaty established borders and laid the groundwork for the new nation.

The Impact of the American Revolution

The American Revolution had far-reaching consequences not only for the United States but also for the

world.

Establishment of a New Government

Following the revolution, the United States created a new government based on democratic principles.
The Articles of Confederation were the first attempt at governance, followed by the more enduring U.S.
Constitution.

Influence on Other Nations

The ideals of the American Revolution inspired other countries, including France and Latin American
nations, to pursue their own independence and revolutions. The concept of liberty and self-governance
resonated globally.

Evolution of Rights

The revolution set the stage for future movements advocating for civil rights, women’s rights, and the



abolition of slavery. The fight for equality and justice continued long after the signing of the Treaty of

Paris.
Conclusion

CC Cycle 2 Week 23 History provides an engaging examination of the American Revolution, a
foundational event that shaped the United States. Through understanding the causes, key figures,
significant events, and the profound impact of the revolution, students gain insights into the historical
context of modern governance and democratic ideals. The American Revolution remains a powerful
testament to the pursuit of liberty and the enduring struggle for individual rights. Studying this pivotal
moment not only enriches one’s understanding of American history but also fosters appreciation for the

values that continue to define the nation today.

Incorporating these lessons into the CC curriculum allows students to connect with the past, understand its
relevance, and encourage critical thinking about the principles of democracy and governance. As students
explore this week’s history, they are invited to reflect on the sacrifices made and the ideals fought for,

shaping the world in which they live today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What historical topics are covered in CC Cycle 2 Week 237

CC Cycle 2 Week 23 typically covers significant events and figures from American history, focusing on the

founding of the United States and key documents such as the Declaration of Independence.

What is the significance of the Declaration of Independence in this week's
studies?

The Declaration of Independence is significant as it represents the formal assertion of the American colonies'
desire for independence from British rule and outlines the principles of individual rights and government

by consent.

Who were the main authors of the Declaration of Independence?

Thomas Jefferson is the principal author of the Declaration of Independence, with contributions from John

Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston.

What important events led up to the writing of the Declaration of
Independence?

Key events leading up to the Declaration include the French and Indian War, the Stamp Act, the Boston

Tea Party, and the Intolerable Acts, which fueled colonial discontent and the desire for independence.



How does CC Cycle 2 Week 23 connect to the broader themes of
American history?

It connects to broader themes of liberty, governance, and the evolution of democracy as students explore

the foundations of American government and the philosophical underpinnings of independence.

‘What key vocabulary words are introduced in this week's lesson?

Key vocabulary words include 'independence’, 'revolution’, 'rights', 'governance’, 'tyranny', and 'consent'.

What activities are suggested for reinforcing the history lessons this
week?

Suggested activities may include reenacting the signing of the Declaration, creating a timeline of events

leading to independence, or discussing the impact of the document on modern governance.

What role did Enlightenment ideas play in the Declaration of
Independence?

Enlightenment ideas greatly influenced the Declaration, particularly concepts of natural rights and the
social contract, which advocate for individual freedoms and the idea that government's legitimacy comes

from the consent of the governed.

How can parents support their child's learning about this week’s historical
topics?

Parents can support learning by engaging in discussions about the Declaration of Independence, visiting

historical sites, or reading related books to deepen understanding.

What assessments or projects are typically assigned at the end of this
week?

Assessments may include quizzes on key figures and events, as well as projects like writing a letter to a

historical figure or creating a presentation on the significance of the Declaration of Independence.
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Explore the key events and lessons from CC Cycle 2 Week 23 history. Enhance your understanding
and enrich your learning journey. Learn more!
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