Cattaraugus Knife 2250 History

Cattaraugus knife 2250 history is a captivating journey into the world of American cutlery,
particularly emphasizing the craftsmanship and legacy of the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company. Founded
in the late 19th century, this company has made a significant mark in the knife manufacturing
industry. The Cattaraugus knife 2250, one of its iconic models, reflects the innovation and quality that
the brand has consistently offered over the years. This article will explore the history of the
Cattaraugus knife 2250, its development, and its significance in the world of knives.

Origins of Cattaraugus Cutlery Company

The Cattaraugus Cutlery Company was established in 1902 in Little Valley, New York, named after the
nearby Cattaraugus Creek. The company capitalized on the region's rich tradition of knife making,
which was influenced by the area's access to quality materials and skilled artisans. The founders,
including Joseph and John E. H. R. Schreiber, aimed to produce high-quality cutlery that would stand
the test of time.

Early Years and Production

In its early years, the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company focused on producing various types of knives,
including folding knives, pocket knives, and fixed-blade knives. The initial product lines included:
1. Folding knives
2. Fixed-blade knives

3. Specialty knives for hunters and outdoorsmen



As the company gained popularity, it expanded its offerings and began to create more intricate
designs, showcasing the craftsmanship that would become synonymous with the Cattaraugus brand.

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250

Among the many models produced by Cattaraugus, the knife 2250 emerged as one of the most
recognized and sought-after designs. This knife is a testament to the company’s dedication to quality
and functionality.

Design and Features

The Cattaraugus knife 2250 is a folding knife that features a classic design, marked by its robust
construction and practical features. Key aspects of the knife include:

Blade Material: Typically crafted from high-carbon stainless steel, the blade is known for its
sharpness and durability.

Handle: The handle is often made from a variety of materials, including wood, bone, or
synthetic options, providing a comfortable grip.

Mechanism: The knife employs a reliable locking mechanism, ensuring safety during use.

Length: The 2250 model is compact, making it easy to carry while still providing a versatile
blade length.

The design of the knife not only emphasizes aesthetics but also prioritizes functionality, making it a
favorite among collectors and outdoor enthusiasts alike.

Historical Significance

The Cattaraugus knife 2250 represents a critical period in American knife manufacturing history.
During the early to mid-20th century, the knife gained recognition for its reliability and quality. As the
knife industry grew and evolved, models like the 2250 remained popular due to their craftsmanship
and practicality.

Market Presence and Collectibility

Over the years, the Cattaraugus knife 2250 has transcended its original purpose as a practical tool to
become a collectible item. Collectors are drawn to the knife for several reasons:



1. Heritage: As a product of an American company with a rich history, the knife carries a sense of
heritage that appeals to many.

2. Quality: The high standards of quality and craftsmanship associated with the Cattaraugus
brand make the 2250 a desirable item.

3. Rarity: Vintage and limited-edition models of the knife can be hard to find, increasing their
value among collectors.

Current Market Trends

Today, the Cattaraugus knife 2250 can be found at various knife shows, online auction sites, and
collectible shops. The demand for vintage knives has seen a resurgence, with enthusiasts and
collectors seeking to add iconic pieces to their collections. Prices can vary significantly based on
condition, rarity, and provenance, with some models fetching hundreds of dollars.

Impact of Cattaraugus Knives on Popular Culture

The influence of Cattaraugus knives, including the 2250 model, extends beyond the realm of
collectors and outdoorsmen. The knife has made appearances in various forms of popular culture,
further solidifying its status as an iconic American piece.

Film and Media

Cattaraugus knives have been featured in films and television shows, often symbolizing ruggedness,
survival, and adventure. Their portrayal in media has contributed to their mystique and allure,
attracting new generations of enthusiasts.

Survival and Outdoor Communities

The Cattaraugus knife 2250 has found a dedicated following among survivalists and outdoor
enthusiasts. Its practical design and reliable performance make it a popular choice for camping,
hiking, and other outdoor activities. Many users appreciate the knife's ability to handle various tasks,
from food preparation to gear maintenance.

Preserving the Legacy

The legacy of the Cattaraugus knife 2250 endures through various channels, including knife shows,



forums, and collector clubs dedicated to preserving the history of the brand. As interest in American-
made products continues to grow, the significance of the Cattaraugus knife remains intact.

Maintaining and Caring for Your Cattaraugus Knife

To ensure that the Cattaraugus knife 2250 retains its value and functionality, proper maintenance is
essential. Here are some care tips:

* Regular Cleaning: Clean the knife after each use to prevent corrosion and maintain its
appearance.

¢ Oiling: Apply a light oil to the blade and moving parts to ensure smooth operation and protect
against rust.

» Storage: Store the knife in a dry place, preferably in a protective case or sheath to avoid
damage.

 Inspection: Regularly inspect the knife for any wear or damage, addressing any issues
promptly.

Conclusion

The history of the Cattaraugus knife 2250 is a reflection of American craftsmanship, innovation, and
the enduring appeal of quality cutlery. From its humble beginnings in Little Valley, New York, to its
status as a collectible item, the knife embodies the spirit of adventure and the practicality that has
characterized American outdoor culture for over a century. As the legacy of Cattaraugus knives
continues to be celebrated, the 2250 model remains a cherished piece of history for collectors,
enthusiasts, and anyone who values the art of fine knife making.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 was produced by the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company, which was
established in 1902 in Cattaraugus, New York.

What are the key features of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is known for its durable construction, often featuring a clip point blade, a
solid handle, and an overall length suitable for both utility and collectible purposes.



When was the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 first introduced?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 was first introduced in the early 1930s and became popular among
collectors and outdoor enthusiasts.

What materials are commonly used in the Cattaraugus Knife
2250?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 typically features high-carbon steel for the blade and various materials
for the handle, including wood, plastic, or metal.

How has the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 been received by
collectors?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is highly sought after by collectors due to its historical significance,
craftsmanship, and the reputation of the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company.

Is the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 still in production?

No, the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is no longer in production, as the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company
ceased operations in the late 1960s, but vintage models remain popular.

What role did the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 play in American
history?

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 was used by soldiers during World War Il and became a symbol of
American craftsmanship and utilitarian design.

How can | identify a genuine Cattaraugus Knife 2250?

Genuine Cattaraugus Knife 2250 models can be identified by their distinct markings on the blade,
typically featuring the Cattaraugus logo and the model number.

What is the current market value of a Cattaraugus Knife
2250?

The market value of a Cattaraugus Knife 2250 can vary widely based on condition and rarity, typically
ranging from $50 to several hundred dollars.

Are there any notable variations of the Cattaraugus Knife
2250?

Yes, there are several variations of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250, including different handle materials
and blade styles, each appealing to specific collector interests.
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